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U
K

 Licence Structure
C

lass
C

allsign
B

ands
Pow

er

•
Foundation  

M
x6A

B
C

H
F-70cm

s &
 10G

H
z

10 W
atts 

•
Interm

ediate
2x0A

B
C

  A
ll

50 W
atts

•
Full

M
x0A

B
C

  A
ll

400 W
atts

•
W

here ‘x’ is:- 
D

=I.of M
an

E=England  (Interm
ediates only)

I=N
.Ireland

J=Jersey
M

=Scotland
U

=G
uernsey

W
=W

ales 

•
O

lder C
allsigns:

Foundation=M
3

C
lass A

=M
0/5, G

0/2/3/4/5
C

lass B
= M

1, G
1/6/7/8, 2E1

•
July 2003: 5w

pm
 M

orse D
ropped; C

lass A
/B

 m
erged for Interm

ediate &
 Full

•
M

ay 2008: M
6 introduced follow

ing exhaustion of M
3 Foundation series
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Foundation P
rivileges

•
Foundation Licence is the entry level but still perm

its 
considerable potential for com

m
unications and learning 

•
A

llow
ed 10 W

atts on m
ost bands, 

 - but note the exceptions in the Schedule!

•
A

ccess to H
F, VH

F &
 U

H
F B

ands, plus 10G
H

z

•
A

ssum
es certified radios or com

m
ercial kits 

•
N

B
: Foundation Licence does N

O
T allow

 operation 
       outside the U

K
 or on vessels at sea
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Licence C
onditions

•
In D

ec-2006 the conditions for all three levels of am
ateur licence w

ere 
m

erged into a single docum
ent - R

EA
D

 IT C
A

R
EFU

LLY !!

•
C

urrent version can be found on the O
fcom

 w
ebsite:

w
w

w
.ofcom

.org.uk 
•

It is im
portant to identify those C

lauses that only apply to Foundation  
- others m

ay only apply to Interm
ediate or Full licensees

•
You m

ust hold a current validation docum
ent for the station to be 

used. If it is not renew
ed, your privileges are revoked until it is.

•
Licence m

ust be revalidated every 5 yrs -  Try to do it m
ore frequently!

•
Ensure you are able to log-on and access your ow

n online version!
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G
eneral R

ules

•
R

ights, rules, inspection and C
lose D

ow
n etc are all 

ultim
ately on the authority of O

fcom

•
O

fcom
 is the statutory regulator w

hich superceded the 
R

adiocom
m

unications A
gency

•
C

ontacts m
ust only be w

ith other licensed am
ateurs

•
N

o public broadcasting, speeches, offensive language etc
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R
ules-2

•
Licensees m

ay use codes and abbreviations to assist 
com

m
unication, but they m

ust not obscure the m
eaning

•
A

ny change of nam
e/address m

ust be notified im
m

ediately as 
O

fcom
 has the pow

er to revoke
–

A
s it does for other breaches of Licence conditions

•
A

m
ateur Satellite O

peration is perm
itted, but needs care 

•
O

peration on M
aritim

e vessels and aircraft is not perm
itted

–
Inland river/canal boats are ok!
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A
buse &

 G
uidance

A
buse

•
The transm

ission of m
usic and the use of offensive or threatening 

language w
hilst on the air are unacceptable in am

ateur radio.
•

D
o not respond on air, approach or confront individuals

•
If frequent Log it

•
O

fcom
 have extensive advice online

•
C

ontact R
SG

B
-A

R
O

S or use the O
fcom

 online subm
ission form 

https://stakeholders.ofcom
.org.uk/tell-us/abuse-am

ateur-radio-system

G
ood Practice

•
A w

idely recom
m

ended guide to good practice is:
“Ethics &

 O
perating Procedures for the R

adio A
m

ateur”
  online at http://ham

-operating-ethics.org/  
•

Further inform
ation is at http://w

w
w

.rsgb.org/operating/
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C
allsigns &

 Suffixes

•
M

ust G
ive your C

allsign:-
–

W
hen C

alling C
Q

–
W

hen the frequency in use is changed
–

E
very 15 m

ins

•
R

epeaters, N
ets etc

 – G
ood practice to give C

allsign m
ore often than 15m

ins!
•

It is also good practice to append the follow
ing…

..
–

M
obile O

peration:
C

allsign /M
–

Tem
porary Location:

C
allsign /P

–
A

lternative A
ddresses:

C
allsign /A 
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A
ddresses / Locations

•
D

efinitions of A
ddresses should be understood as per Licence Sec-17

•
M

ain Station A
ddress is as per your licence validation docum

ent

•
M

obile /M
 m

eans located in the U
K

 in/on any vehicle, pedestrian, 
or vessel in inland w

aters. For exam
ple:-  M

6Q
Q

Q
/M

•
A

lternative A
ddress /A

 m
eans a fixed Postal A

ddress in the U
K

 other 
than the M

ain Station A
ddress. For exam

ple:- M
6Q

Q
Q

/A

•
Tem

porary A
ddress /P m

eans a fixed location other than your 
validation docum

ent or A
lternative address. For exam

ple:- M
6Q

Q
Q

/P 
eg. A C

ontest Station in a field, w
hich has no postal address

•
W

hen operating from
 other locations, it is recom

m
ended to give your 

location w
ithin 5km

 eg by Postcode, Lat/Long, IA
R

U
 Locator, N

G
R

 etc
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Supervision &
 U

ser Services

•
Foundation Licensees m

ay personally operate their R
adio 

Equipm
ent or directly supervise another U

K
 A

m
ateur using it

 - provided they use your callsign and licence conditions.  
    eg 10W

 m
ax etc

•
In special cases you m

ay either pass m
essages on behalf of,

or perm
it your equipm

ent to be used by, the U
ser Services
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Logbooks

•
U

nlike yesteryear a perm
anent Log need not be kept but . . . 

•
A person authorised by O

fcom
 m

ay require a Licensee to keep a 
log of all transm

issions m
ade over a specified period of tim

e:
–

To aid Interference Investigations
–

To determ
ine Licence C

ondition C
om

pliance by the Licensee

•
W

ell kept uptodate logbooks are m
ore likely to be accepted

•
Logbooks are also good practice and aid Q

SL C
ards, 

C
ontests, A

w
ard C

laim
s etc.

•
A

lso ideal for records of station tests - from
 tim

e to tim
e 

•
Logbooks m

ay be on paper or electronic m
edia (backed up!)
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Frequency Schedule

•
Foundation Frequency Schedules should be studied carefully
 - don’t confuse w

ith Interm
ediate and Full ones

•
A

llow
ed 10 W

atts on m
ost bands – B

U
T N

O
T A

LL

•
N

ote those bands w
here restrictions exist:

–
P

ow
er or E

R
P lim

its, 100km
 around C

haring C
ross

–
E

xam
ples are in 136kH

z, 430-432M
H

z, 10G
H

z

•
A

llocations m
ay be Prim

ary or Secondary
–

S
econdary m

eans the band is shared and you m
ust 

not cause harm
ful interference to the P

rim
ary U

ser

•
You can be exam

ined on the Foundation Frequency Schedule... 
  – a copy is provided in the Exam

   -  U
se It !!!
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Frequency 
Schedule
•

C
olum

ns give 
frequencies and 
pow

er lim
its for 

terrestrial and 
satellite use 

•
N

ote those 
exceptions!

•
R

em
em

ber to use 
it in the exam

!
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B
and P

lans

•
B

ands and M
ax Pow

ers are laid dow
n in the licence schedule

•
B

and Plans are agreed operating practice to group m
odes etc 

- contrast w
ith Licence Schedules w

hich have full legal force

•
N

ote transm
ission bandw

idth varies w
ith m

ode and is now 
specified in latest band plans - D

on’t over deviate !

•
Study band plans carefully and understand them

•
N

ote use of calling channels and availability of repeaters on 
VH

F/U
H

F FM
 sections of the bands

•
D

on’t have Q
SO

s on B
eacon Segm

ents!

•
The 14M

H
z and 144M

H
z B

and Plans m
ay be used in the exam
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B
and P

lan 
Exam

ple
•

C
olum

ns give 
frequencies, 
bandw

idth 
(for m

odes) 
and usage 

•
R

em
em

ber to 
use them

 in 
the exam

!
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Further Inform
ation

•
A

ll the licence conditions including the frequency schedules are 
on the A

m
ateur section of the O

fcom
 w

ebsite:-
     http://licensing.ofcom

.org.uk/radiocom
m

unication-licences/am
ateur-radio/

•
R

em
em

ber to interpret those clauses that apply to Foundation

•
If you pass the exam

, your ow
n personalised licence and 

callsign m
ay be obtained from

 the O
fcom

 O
nline Licence C

entre: 

https://services.ofcom
.org.uk/

•
You w

ill need to R
egister - rem

em
ber your ID

/Passw
ord! 

•
If in doubt their telephone helpdesk is usually very helpful:-  

Tel:  0207-981-3131  or  0300-1231000
•

B
and Plans etc are on the R

SG
B

 w
ebsite:-  http://w

w
w

.rsgb.org.uk/


