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THERE a re m a n y d o c u m e n t s c o n n e c t e d w i t h o u r E s s e x c h u r c h e s 

w h i c h a re i n v a l u a b l e t o the s t u d e n t o f p a r o c h i a l h i s t o r y . H i d d e n 

a w a y i n m a n y a n a n c i e n t pa r i sh c h e s t s ide b y s ide w i t h t he 

r eg i s t e r s , a re o ld b o o k s o f C h u r c h w a r d e n ' s a c c o u n t s a n d o the r 

v o l u m e s , b e l o n g i n g t o a t i m e w h e n E s s e x w a s pa r t o f the g r e a t 

D i o c e s e o f L o n d o n , a n d w h e n the V e s t r y w a s the c h i e f c e n t r e o f 

p a r o c h i a l a c t i v i t y . 

B u t o f a l l s u c h d o c u m e n t s t h e r e a re a s s u r e d l y n o n e w h i c h a r e o f 

g r ea t e r in te res t a n d v a l u e b o t h t o c l e r g y a n d o the r s t u d e n t s o f 

pa roch i a l lore t han the r e c o r d s o f t he t w o a r c h d e a c o n r i e s o f E s s e x 

and C o l c h e s t e r . T h e s e r e c o r d s , w h i c h , s p e a k i n g r o u g h l y , c o n s i s t 

o f a b o u t 200 and odd v o l u m e s — f o r m e r l y in t he p a r v i s e of t he 

C a t h e d r a l , b u t n o w i n the R e g i s t r y a t C h e l m s f o r d — d a t e f rom a b o u t 

1540 t o 1 7 0 7 . T h e y a r e v a r i e d i n c h a r a c t e r . S o m e a r e m e r e l y 

b o o k s o f D e p o s i t i o n s m a d e b y w i t n e s s e s for l e g a l p u r p o s e s . O t h e r s 

are l a r g e l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h m a t t e r s t e s t a m e n t a r y . T h e r e a re a l s o 

v o l u m e s o f V i s i t a t i o n s w h i c h furn ish no t o n l y m i n u t e i n f o r m a t i o n 

a s to the s t a t e o f t he different c h u r c h e s a n d the i r b e l o n g i n g s , b u t 

a lso i n t e r e s t i n g l i s t s o f t he c l e r g y , w a r d e n s , s i d e s m e n , a n d o t h e r s . 

I t is , h o w e v e r , i n t he M i n u t e B o o k s b e l o n g i n g t o t he C o u r t s o f 

the A r c h d e a c o n s tha t the c h i e f in te res t w i l l be found , for in t h e s e 

v o l u m e s m a y be s e e n , as in a Camera Obscura, the a c t u a l life of t he 
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peop le o f E s s e x a s i t w a s i n t i m e s l o n g pas sed a w a y , s h o w i n g i n 

t he mos t v i v i d m a n n e r the l i v e s , c o n v e r s a t i o n , c u s t o m s , cond i t i on , 

c h a r a c t e r , a n d o c c u p a t i o n s o f t h o s e w h o l i v e d i n t he t o w n s and 

v i l l a g e s w h i c h w e n o w i n h a b i t , a n d w o r s h i p p e d i n the c h u r c h e s i n 

w h i c h w e w o r s h i p t o - d a y . B e f o r e t a k i n g in to cons ide ra t i on the 

a c t u a l c o n t e n t s o f t h e s e v o l u m e s , i t m a y be w e l l to s a y a w o r d or 

t w o c o n c e r n i n g the b o o k s t h e m s e l v e s . T h e i r a v e r a g e m e a s u r e m e n t 

i s a b o u t I I i n c h e s i n h e i g h t b y 8 1 / 2 i n c h e s i n w i d t h t h o u g h the re are 

s o m e o f s m a l l e r d i m e n s i o n s , and t h e y v a r y in t h i c k n e s s from 

2 3 / 4 i n c h e s t o ha l f - an - inch . S o m e o f these R e c o r d s h a v e b e c o m e 

h o p e l e s s l y d i l a p i d a t e d b y t ime a n d d a m p , bu t t he l a rge r n u m b e r 

a re in q u i t e a fair s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n , a n d s o m e are e x c e l l e n t 

e x a m p l e s o f the i r pe r iod b o t h w i t h r e s p e c t to their in te rna l cond i t ion 

and b i n d i n g . 

A no te by the la te D r . A n d r e w C l a r k , a fo rmer r ec to r o f G r e a t 

L e i g h s , w h o t r a n s c r i b e d m a n y o f t h e s e v o l u m e s , m a y s e r v e t o g i v e 

s o m e no t ion a s t o t he m e t h o d b y w h i c h mos t o f these b o o k s s e e m 

to h a v e been c o m p i l e d . He w r i t e s (Essex Review, v o l . x x x i i . , p . 132) : 

"A r e c o r d . . (i.e. for t h e V i s i t a t i o n s o f 1587 , 1588) w a s m a d e in 

a v e r y r o u g h a n d r e a d y fash ion by the d e p u t y R e g i s t r a r o f the 

A r c h d e a c o n ' s C o u r t , J o h n R e d s t o n e , a N o t a r y P u b l i c . T h i s official 

w r o t e r a the r a m i c r o s c o p i c h a n d w i t h t he p e n - s t r o k e s m a d e v e r y 

th in by a h a r d qu i l l , a n d the l ines a l l bu t t o u c h i n g e a c h o ther . 

" H i s m e t h o d w a s th i s : he t o o k a s c o r e o r so o f shee t s o f th in , 

c h e a p , f o o l s cap paper , fo lded the b u n d l e in the m i d d l e , and s t i t ched 

i t w i t h a s tou t l inen t h r e a d , t h u s f o r m i n g a th in , c o v e r l e s s , q u a r t o 

n o t e - b o o k . I n t o th i s , p r ior to a n y V i s i t a t i o n , he w r o t e in the order 

of the i r r e s p e c t i v e p a r i s h e s the l is t o f a l l p e r s o n s c i t ed to be p resen t . 

T h i s l is t w a s q u i t e ou t o f da te , s i n c e the c i t a t i o n s w e r e b a s e d upon 

the fo rmer V i s i t a t i o n , a n d took no a c c o u n t o f c h a n g e s o c c a s i o n e d 

b y d e a t h , o r r e m o v a l , o r r e s i g n a t i o n o f office. D u r i n g the V i s i t a -

t ion th i s l is t w a s b r o u g h t u p - t o - d a t e b y s t r i k i n g o u t the n a m e s 

w h i c h h a d t o b e r e m o v e d , a n d i n s e r t i n g s o m e h o w the n a m e s w h i c h 

w e r e to r e p l a c e t h e m , often w i t h j u s t a b r ie f note of the r eason for 

the c h a n g e — s u c h a s , d e a d , g o n e o u t o f t he p a r i s h — s o m e t i m e s in 

E n g l i s h , s o m e t i m e s i n L a t i n . R o u n d th i s cen t r a l t ang l e h e j o t t e d 

d o w n h is m e m o r a n d a a s t o the p e r s o n s c o n c e r n e d , the i r p r e s e n c e o r 

a b s e n c e , the i r p r e s e n t m e n t s o r t he i r n e g l e c t t o m a k e p r e s e n t m e n t s , 

t he e x c u s e s offered, o r the p e n a l t i e s inf l ic ted , w i t h r e f e rence to 

p r o c e e d i n g s in pas t C o u r t s o r V i s i t a t i o n s as to s t e p s to be t a k e n in 

fu ture C o u r t s ; a n d al l t h i s in a set of t r ad i t iona l a b b r e v i a t i o n s 

p a r t l y E n g l i s h , b u t for the m o s t pa r t i n L a t i n , w h i c h s e r v e d the 

p u r p o s e o f s h o r t h a n d , so tha t w h e n he h a d c o m p l e t e d his r eco rd i t 
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had b e c o m e s o con fused a s t o b e a l t o g e t h e r r epe l l an t t o t he e y e , 

a n d e x t r e m e l y difficult t o u n r a v e l . N o c l e a r c o p y w a s m a d e . T h e 

bund le w a s s i m p l y s t i t c h e d j u s t a s i t w a s , w i t h o t h e r s imi l a r 

b u n d l e s , in to a fo lded p a r c h m e n t shee t w h i c h fu rn i shed the c o v e r . " 

I t w a s then i n s o m e s u c h fash ion a s th i s t ha t t h e s e a r c h d e a c o n r y 

records w e r e pu t t o g e t h e r , a n d , in the l i g h t o f th i s i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e 

l a b o u r s o f b o t h D r . C l a r k , a n d the l a t e M r . R . H . B r o w n e , o f 

S t a p l e f o r d A b b o t s — w h o h a s left b e h i n d h i m e l e v e n folio v o l u m e s 

o f t r a n s c r i p t s — w i l l b e b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d a n d a p p r e c i a t e d . 

I t m u s t no t , h o w e v e r , b e s u p p o s e d tha t D r . C l a r k ' s p u n g e n t 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f the w o r k o f t he d e p u t y r eg i s t r a r , J o h n R e d s t o n e 

( N o t a r y P u b l i c 1 5 8 6 - 1 6 0 3 ) , i s a p p l i c a b l e t o a l l t h e s e v o l u m e s . 

A l t h o u g h the m e t h o d b y w h i c h t h e y w e r e c o m p i l e d w a s p r o b a b l y 

the s a m e , y e t the re a r e , n e v e r t h e l e s s , m a n y e x a m p l e s i n w h i c h the 

h a n d w r i t i n g i s r e m a r k a b l y c l ea r a n d nea t , nor i s i t g r e a t l y d i s f igured 

b y e r a s u r e s and i n t e r p o l a t i o n s . T h i s i s c e r t a i n l y t he c a s e w i t h t he 

r e c o r d s left b y E d w a r d T i l l i n g h a m ( N . P . circa 1 6 3 9 ) , a n d a l so t hose 

o f W i l l i a m W h e t s t o n e ( N . P . circa 1 6 1 4 ) . T h e b i n d i n g s o f t h e s e 

v o l u m e s v a r i e s . W h i l e i n s o m e i n s t a n c e s t h e y a re j u s t e n c a s e d 

w i th in a c o v e r o f p a r c h m e n t , t h e r e a re o t h e r s w h i c h a r e n e a t l y 

b o u n d w i t h l e a t h e r b a c k - p i e c e s a n d f a s t ened by m e a n s o f a s t r ap 

and b u c k l e . 

N o r a r e t he w a t e r m a r k s t r a c e a b l e upon the p a p e r w h i c h fo rms 

the p a g e s o f t h e s e b o o k s , the l eas t i n t e r e s t i n g f ea tu re in c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h t h e m . T h a t m u c h o f t he p a p e r w h i c h w a s u sed w a s o f fo re ign 

m a n u f a c t u r e s e e m s e v i d e n t f rom the c h a r a c t e r o f t h e s e m a r k s . 

T h e r e is , for e x a m p l e , the po t (or f l a g o n ; , an o ld m a r k w h i c h 

s u g g e s t s tha t t he p a p e r w a s p r o b a b l y m a n u f a c t u r e d i n H o l l a n d , 

and i s the m a r k w h i c h h a s g i v e n t o p a p e r o f th is c h a r a c t e r the 

d e s c r i p t i v e t i t le k n o w n t o the t r ade a s " p o t - s i z e . " O t h e r w a t e r -

m a r k s w h i c h f igure i n t h e s e v o l u m e s a re the " d e x t e r h a n d " 

(o r ig ina l l y a G e r m a n d e v i c e ) , the " b u n c h o f g r a p e s s l i pped in the 

s t a l k " ( a F r e n c h d e s i g n ) , and v a r i o u s g r o t e s q u e s k n o w n a s 

" a g a t h a d e m o n s . " T h a t the m a t e r i a l w a s o f f i r s t - c lass q u a l i t y i s 

e v i d e n t , from the fact t ha t w h e r e i t h a s b e e n p r e s e r v e d f rom the 

effects o f d a m p , a n d the r a v a g e s o f v e r m i n , i ts c o n d i t i o n , b o t h w i t h 

regard t o c o l o u r a n d t e x t u r e — i n sp i te o f t he w e a r and t ea r o f s o m e 

th ree -and -a -ha l f cen tu r i e s '—is a l m o s t a s g o o d a s w h e n i t first left 

the mi l l . 

F r o m a n e n t r y i n o n e o f the m i n u t e b o o k s b e l o n g i n g t o the E s s e x 

A r c h d e a c o n r y , u n d e r d a t e 1 5 9 2 , we are g i v e n a g l i m p s e o f the 

cons t i t u t ion o f t h e c o u r t o f the a r c h d e a c o n o f E s s e x a t t ha t pe r iod 

and o f the v a r i o u s off ic ia ls c o n n e c t e d w i t h i t : 
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I n C a p e l l a d e R u m f o r d xv i i j d i e m e n s i s Jan 1592 o m n e s q u o r u m n o m i n a 

e t c o g n o m i n a h i e in fe r ius s c r i b e n t u r p res t i t e run t j u r a m e n t u m d e 

s u p r e m a r e g i a a u c t o r i t a t e . 

D o m i n u s D r . W . T a b o r , A r c h [ i d i a c o n u s ] . 

J o h a n n e s B r a t h w a t e , R [eg is t ra ] r ius . 

J a c o b u s T h w a i t s , P r o c u [ra] tor . 

R i c a r d u s S t a v e (or, pos s ib ly , S t o n e ) , P r o c u r a t o r . 

Gulmus T h w a i t z , depu t R e [ g i s t r a ] r i i . 

T h o m a s T a b o r , S e r v i e n s & c . A r c h i d i a c o n i . 

J a c o b u s B r a k e , A p p a r i t o r . 

J o s e p h u s H a v e r d , S e r v i s c i u s . 

G e o r g i u s C o l e , S e r v u s J a c o b i T h w a i t z . 

T h e n fo l low the n a m e s o f s u c h a s w e r e p r e c l u d e d f rom c a r r y i n g 

ou t the du t i e s o f the i r office, un t i l t h e y h a d t a k e n the o a t h o f 

s u p r e m a c y , w h i c h t h e y did at a la te r da te , viz. : 

I n E c c l e s i a p a r o c h i a l i d e B a d o w e M a g n a x x 1 v d ie mens i s Jan 1592 j u r a t i : 

J o h a n n e s R e d s t o n e , P r o c u r a t o r . 

Gulmus B o x a r , A p p a r i t o r . 

T h o m a s H a r d i n g , A p p a r i t o r . 

In E c c l e s i a p a r o c h i a l i de O n g a r A l t a xx i Jan 1592 j u r a t u s : 

W m u s O v e r a l l , M a n d a t o r i u s . 

O f these off icials the r e c o r d s s e e m t o s h e w t h a t i t w a s t h e 

A p p a r i t o r w h o s e d u t i e s w e r e m o s t often t he c a u s e o f f r ic t ion . H e 

i t w a s w h o had to c i t e offenders o r s u s p e c t s to the C o u r t , and to see 

tha t t h e y d u l y p u t in an a p p e a r a n c e on the a p p o i n t e d d a y , and as a 

c o n s e q u e n c e , e v e n the m o s t t a c t f u l o f h i s c l a s s w o u l d no t a l w a y s b e 

a b l e t o a v o i d h a r d w o r d s , o r s o m e t i m e s e v e n a c t u a l v i o l e n c e . 

Court at Coggeshall: D i e M a r t i s , 23 F e b r y 1590. 

F e r i n g ( L i b l x x . , fol 7 )—John W a r r e n , 

T h a t h e d id s ay i n C o r t e " y o u k e e p y o u r a p p a r i t o r s t o g o p r i c k i n g u p 

and d o w n the c o u n t r y , a n d that t h e y s h o u l d c i t e for y o u r o w n g a i n s . " 

Court at Colchester : 1587 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fol. 230). 

W e e l e y — J o h n S a u n d e r s , 

T h a t he d id c a l l . . . P i e r p o i n t the officer of the C o u r t " K n a v e , " and 

" R a s c a l l . " and s a y d tha t y f h e h a d not been g o n e , h e w o u l d h a v e 

" a b s o l v e d " h i m , m e a n i n g t h e r e b y tha t h e w o u l d h a v e s t roken o r bea t 

h i m . 

Court at Kelvedon : 1588 ( L i b . l x v i i i . , fol . 1 1 2 ) . 

T o u l s b u r y — J o h n P i g b o n e . 

F o r not recg the Comn and h i s wife , for she w o l d e h a v e b e a t e n or hur t 

the a p p a r i t o r wi th a b i l l , w h e n he c a m e to c i te he r h u s b a n d to the C o u r t . 

Court at Colchester: 25 N o v b r . 1 6 1 7 ( L i b . x x x i . , fol . 1 1 8 ) . 

B e a u m o n t — W i l l i a m L y r e , 

T h a t h i s w i f e did bea t the a p p a r i t o r ; he a sked the j u d g e i f he sent the 

a p p a r i t o r t o bea t m e n ' s w i v e s . 

R o b e r t H a d m a n , S i m i l i t e r . 

R o b e r t f f r e e m a n , S i m i l i t e r . 

W i l l i a m M a s o n , S i m i l i t e r . 
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I t l o o k s a s t h o u g h i n t h i s c a s e t h e r e m i g h t h a v e b e e n s o m e 

spec i a l a c t o f p r o v o c a t i o n , l e a d i n g to r ep r i sa l s on the par t o f s o m e 

of the p a r i s h i o n e r s . 

I n o n e o f the m i n u t e b o o k s o f the E s s e x A r c h d e a c o n r y c o m m e n -

c i n g 17 J u l y 1 5 7 0 (fol. 1 0 5 ) , a l is t of the fees p a y a b l e to the c o u r t i s 

s c h e d u l e d , a n d the v a r i o u s i t e m s a re as f o l l o w s : 

F o r the p r o b a t e of a w i l l u n d e r 40l., 3s., a n d for the sea l 4d., to 

the R e g i s t r a r 1s. 8d. 

F o r t he p r o b a t e of a wi l l o v e r 40 l . , 2s. 6d. to t he J u d g e , 2s. 6d. 

to t he R e g i s t r a r , and 4d. for t he sea l . 

F o r e a c h b o n d , 12d . to the R e g i s t r a r . 

F o r t he e x h i b i t i o n o f e a c h I n v e n t o r y , 8d. 

F o r e a c h c i t a t i o n t he fee w a s 12d. ; n a m e l y 6d. to t he J u d g e 

a n d 6d. to the R e g i s t r a r , a n d the re w a s a l so a s u m of 4d. d u e 

to the a p p a r i t o r . 

E a c h e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n cos t 18d., v i z : 9d. to the J u d g e , and 

9d. to the R e g i s t r a r . 

F o r e a c h f ina l d e c r e e in a su i t the a m o u n t p a y a b l e w a s 1 0 S . ; 

the J u d g e r e c e i v i n g 6s. 8d. a n d the R e g i s t r a r 3s. 4d. On the 

p a s s i n g o f a n a c c o u n t a s i m i l a r s u m w a s c h a r g e d , a n d d i v i d e d 

in a s i m i l a r m a n n e r . 

E a c h i n d u c t i o n c o s t 14s . 4d . , and in t he e v e n t o f a B e n e f i c e 

b e i n g s e q u e s t r a t e d the c h a r g e w a s 7s. 4d . 

C h u r c h w a r d e n s a n d o t h e r s o n e x h i b i t i n g a n y d o c u m e n t o f a n 

official n a t u r e , in C o u r t pa id a fee of 4d. 

T h e s e R e c o r d s ref lect m o s t g r a p h i c a l l y t he v a r i o u s p h a s e s o f 

c h u r c h life a n d t h o u g h t f rom per iod to per iod . T h u s , on t he 

a c c e s s i o n o f E l i z a b e t h , t h e c h a n g e f rom the M a r i a n regime t o tha t 

o f he r s u c c e s s o r , w a s m a r k e d by the s e t t i n g for th of a fresh set o f 

I n j u n c t i o n s , h a v i n g for the i r o b j e c t a s s t a t e d i n the p r e a m b l e " t h e 

s u p p r e s s i o n o f s u p e r s t i t i o n , a n d the p l a n t i n g o f t rue r e l i g ion , to t he 

e x t i r p a t i o n o f a l l h y p o c r i s y , e n o r m i t i e s a n d a b u s e s . " 

B u t u n d e r l y i n g t h e s e I n j u n c t i o n s w a s the e v i d e n t de s i r e o n the 

par t o f t h e a u t h o r i t i e s for a n t i - p a p a l p r o p a g a n d a , a n d t h u s the f i r s t 

c l a u s e m a k e s i t i n c u m b e n t u p o n a l l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l p e r s o n s h a v i n g 

the c u r e o f s o u l s , to p r e a c h four t i m e s a t t he l ea s t in e a c h y e a r , 

t e a c h i n g inter alia " t h a t a l l u s u r p e d and fo re ign p o w e r h a v i n g no 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t no r g r o u n d b y the l a w o f G o d , i s t a k e n a w a y a n d 

a b o l i s h e d , a n d tha t the re fore no o b e d i e n c e to such p o w e r i s due from 

a n y s u b j e c t w i t h i n the Q u e e n ' s r e a l m s . " T o th i s end , w h e n the 

i n c u m b e n t of a pa r i sh w a s not h i m s e l f a l i censed p r e a c h e r , he w a s 

b o u n d t o p r o c u r e s e r m o n s t o b e d e l i v e r e d b y s o m e s p e c i a l l y qua l i f i ed 

d iv ine . H e n c e the f o l l o w i n g : 
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Court at Brentwood : 1 6 N o v b r . , 1569 . 
R e c t o r o f P i t s ea , bu t o n e s e r m o n th i s 12 m o n i t h e s . 

A t a s o m e w h a t la te r d a t e t he rec to r , M a r k S i m p s o n , i s o rde red 

to p r o c u r e iiij s e r m o n s in the y e a r by s o m e l e a r n e d p r e a c h e r , a n d 

" f o r e v e r i e S o n d a y o r H o l y d a y tha t the p a r i s h i o n e r s m i s s S e r v i c e , 

he sha l l p a y iij s & i i i j d to the p o o r . " 

Court at Great Badowe : 19 June, 1 5 7 0 . 
E a s t H a n n i n g f i e l d — t h e y l ack the q u a r t e r s e r m o n s . 

Court at Romford : 12 A p r i l , 1 5 7 1 . 
G r e a t W a r l e y — t h e y w a n t qua r t e r s e rmons . 

Court at Kelvedon : 1572 ( L i b . l x x i i i . , fol 74). 
L a n g e n h o — B a l d w i n D e r e h a m , R e c t o r ) 
L e x d e n — J o h n P r i c e , , ) t h e y w a n t q u a r t e r s e r m o n s . 
P e l d o n — R i c h a r d C r a b t r e e , , ) 

Court at Colchester: 1587 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fol . 289 . 
T e n d e r i n g — M r . D r e w e r y — N o s e r m o n p r e a c h e d s i t h e n c e M i c h a e l m a s . 

T h e s e are a f e w out o f m a n y s u c h e n t r i e s for b o t h a r c h d e a c o n -

r ies , w h i c h s u g g e s t tha t the c h i e f d e l i n q u e n t s w e r e t o b e f ound i n 

the c o u n t r y p a r i s h e s . T h e r e c o r d s s h e w , m o r e o v e r , t h a t t he 

p r o s p e c t of a s e r m o n w a s a l w a y s an a t t r a c t i o n , a n d the re a re no t a 

f e w i n s t a n c e s o f p e r s o n s c i t ed for n o n - a t t e n d a n c e a t t he i r pa r i sh 

c h u r c h p l e a d i n g tha t t h e y w e n t t o s o m e n e i g h b o u r i n g c h u r c h i n 

o rder t ha t t h e y m i g h t h a v e the a d v a n t a g e o f h e a r i n g a s e r m o n . 

O c c a s i o n a l l y i t h a p p e n e d t h a t the c h a r a c t e r o f the d i s c o u r s e did not 

a l t o g e t h e r m e e t w i t h t he a p p r o v a l o f t he hea re r , a s i s s h e w n b y a n 

e n t r y i n 1 5 8 4 , s t a t i n g tha t R i c h a r d T u r n e r a n d C h r i s t o p h e r L o w n e , 

t w o m e m b e r s o f the c o n g r e g a t i o n o f S t . M a r y M a g d a l e n e , C o l c h e s -

ter, w e r e r epo r t ed t o h a v e sa id t ha t " t h e y d o u b t e d w h e t h e r the i r 

M i n i s t e r p r e a c h e d sound d o c t r i n e o r n o e . " 

F a i l i n g the s e r m o n , the c l e r i c in c h a r g e o f a c u r e w a s o r d e r e d to 

r ead a t l eas t o n c e e v e r y S u n d a y s o m e h o m i l y p r e s c r i b e d t o b e u sed 

by the Q u e e n ' s a u t h o r i t y , a n d i t m a y be in r e f e rence to th i s p r a c t i c e 

tha t the f o l l o w i n g c a u s t i c r e m a r k w a s m a d e : 

Court at Colchester : 1584 ( L i b . l x v i . , fo l . 104) . 

R a m s e y — J o h n W h i t e , V i c a r . 
O r V i c a r y s no t ab l e t o d e l y v e r any d o c t r i n e t o h i s p a r i s h i o n e r s bu t b y 
b a r e r e a d i n g o f y e le t ter , ne i t he r do we k n o w y t he i s d i l i gen t and use th 
con f idence w i t h p r e a c h e r s t o g r o w to a b i l i t y . 

T h e s i x t h I n j u n c t i o n o r d e r s t ha t i n e v e r y c h u r c h a b ib l e o f " t h e 

l a rges t v o l u m e " as i t w a s t e r m e d (i.e., C r a n m e r ' s b i b l e ) , a n d a c o p y 

o f the P a r a p h r a s e s o f E r a s m u s u p o n the G o s p e l , s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d 

a n d set up in a c o n v e n i e n t p l a c e in the c h u r c h . T h e c o s t o f t h e s e 

b o o k s w a s t o b e m e t b y the p a r s o n o r p a t r o n a n d the p a r i s h i o n e r s 

i n e q u a l s h a r e s , a n d the re a re m a n y en t r i e s n o t i f y i n g tha t t he t a s k 
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w a s b e i n g g r a d u a l l y s u r m o u n t e d , bu t , a s t he en t r i e s n o w and 

a g a i n s h o w , i t w a s no t a l w a y s a n e a s y one . 

Court at Colchester: 1583 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fol. 43). 

S . G i l e s . — T h e n e w B i b l e i s to be o f the l a rges t v o l u m e . 

A l l S a i n t s . — T h e y l ack a B i b l e o f the l a rges t v o l u m e . 

S . J a m e s . — T h e y a re t o p r o v i d e the new book w h i c h i s a l l o w e d by the 

B i s h o p s . 

L e x d e n . — T h e B i b l e i s to rne a n d d e f a c e d . T h e y wi l l p r o v i d e a l a r g e 

B i b l e a l l o w e d b y the B i s h o p s . 

S . N i c h o l a s . — - R o b e r t S t a n s t e d re fuses mos t o b s t i n a t e l y to c o n t r i b u t e 

t o w a r d s a n e w B i b l e . . . . He is to p a y the a m o u n t at w h i c h he is 

c e a s e d (assessed) , o r s h e w c a u s e and p r o v e a t the nex t C o u r t ( L i b . 

l x v i . , fol . 36). 

Court at Coggeshall: 1592 ( L i b . l x x . . fol. 238). 

W h i t e C o l n e . — S m i t h w i d o w . 

F o r refus ing to p a y ijs t o w a r d s the b u y i n g of a B i b l e w h i c h she w a s 

c e a s e d at . 

Court at Ongar : M a y 1592 ( L i b . x x x v . , fol . 69). 

A b b a s R o d i n g — W a r d e n s of. 

F o r tha t t h e y w a n t the P a r a f r a s (sic) of E r a s m u s . , . . T h e y are to 

p r o v i d e a n e w book of the p a r a p h r a s e s be fo re the feast of S . J o h n . 

Court at Colchester : 1583 ( L i b . l x v i . , fol . 19) . 

E a s t M e r s e a — T h o m a s T y r e l l , C u r a t e . 

T h a t h e d e t e y n e t h the P a r a p h r a s e s . . . . H e i s t o d e l i v e r the s a m e t o 

the C h u r c h w a r d e n s to the end tha t t h e y m a y m a k e a desk for i t and 

p l a c e y ' in a c o n v e n i e n t p l a c e in ye C h u r c h . 

Court at Romford : 1595 ( L i b . x x x v i . , fol . 44). 

L a i n d o n H i l l s — W i l l i a m B e t t , S e x t o n . 

F o r that ou r B o o k o f E r a s m u s w a s ca r r i ed a w a y b y M r . G i v y n M i n i s t e r 

there a t tha t t ime p l a c e d and a p p o i n t e d b y M r . E d m o n d s w i t h the 

consen t of W i l l i a m B e t t , S e x t e n (sic). 

F o r th is i r r e g u l a r i t y B e t t w a s s u p e r s e d e d . I t w a s a g r i m 

re f lec t ion upon the p r e v i o u s r e i g n , t ha t F o x e ' s Book of Martyrs w a s 

a l so o n e o f t he b o o k s w h i c h i t w a s t h o u g h t w e l l tha t e a c h c h u r c h 

shou ld p o s s e s s , so t ha t i t m i g h t be p u b l i c l y read, a n d the f o l l o w i n g 

ent ry i s g i v e n u n d e r da te 30 J u l y 1 6 : 2 : 

Court at Kelvedon : 

C o g g e s h a l l — T h e g u a r d i a n s s ta te tha t " t h e y h a v e n o B i b l e i n the 

C h u r c h but a G e n e v a B i b l e , and t h e y h a v e not a desk for the b o o k e of 

M a r t i r s " 

Court at Brentwood: A p r i l 1592 ( L i b . x x x v . , fol . 49) . 

B r e n t w o o d — T h o m a s S t e e v e n s . 

T h a t he sha l l a c c o r d i n g to h i s o w n offer, g i v e un to the C h u r c h o f S o u t h 

W e a l d o r C h a p e l o f B r e n t w o o d , the B o o k o f M a r t y e r s t o the p u b l i q u e 

use o f the w h o l e pa r i sh and before M r . C o l e p o r t and o the r s o f the p a r i s h 

a c k n o w l e d g e h is faul t per i n c o n t i n e n t i a m s u a m ( and cer t i fy) p rox a p u d 

I n g a t e s t o n e 3 M a i j p rox . 
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Court at Ingatestone : M a y 1608. 
R a m s d e n B e l l u s — R o b t B o o t h e . 

H e k e e p s our B o o k o f M a r t y r s b e l o n g i n g t o the C h u r c h . 

A n o t h e r b o o k w h i c h e a c h c h u r c h w a s o r d e r e d t o p r o c u r e a t a 

s o m e w h a t la te r da t e , w a s the v o l u m e o f B i s h o p J e w e l l ' s w o r k s , and 

t h e s e r e c o r d s c o n t a i n m a n y en t r i e s s h e w i n g the d a t e s a t w h i c h the 

c h u r c h w a r d e n s o f the v a r i o u s p a r i s h e s e i t he r p u r c h a s e d o r m a d e 

e x c u s e s for no t p u r c h a s i n g the v o l u m e (see a l s o The Essex Review, 

v o l . x x x i v . , p p . 89-93) . T h e b o o k w a s b y n o m e a n s a c h e a p one , 

a s the f o l l o w i n g e n t r y s h e w s , a n d i t i s h a r d l y to be w o n d e r e d a t t ha t 

i n the s m a l l e r p a r i s h e s in t he c o u n t r y , the a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d h a v e 

b e e n r e l u c t a n t to p r o c u r e it. 

Court at Ingatestone : 1 6 1 5 ( L i b . x x x i i i . , fol . 194). 
M a r g r e t t i n g — W i l l i a m B e a r m a n and H e n r y M a t t h e w , G a r d s . 

T o u c h i n g B i s h o p J e w e l l ' s B o o k w h i c h t h e y b o u g h t p a y i n g xxs . 

T h e I n j u n c t i o n s l i k e w i s e en fo rce the c o n t i n u a n c e o f the c u s t o m 

of p e r a m b u l a t i n g the p a r i s h e s for the p u r p o s e o f v e r i f y i n g the 

b o u n d a r i e s a n d f i x i n g the a r ea , a n d i t i s no t w i t h o u t in te res t to no t e 

i n t h e s e m i n u t e b o o k s s o m e o f the e n t r i e s w h i c h b e a r upon th i s 

b u s i n e s s . T h e r e c o r d s s h e w tha t t he re w a s e v i d e n t l y a di f f icul ty 

i n s o m e o f t he p a r i s h e s i n g e t t i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e m e n to u n d e r t a k e 

the d u t y , b u t the f o l l o w i n g e n t r y d i s c l o s e s w h a t i s p r o b a b l y a n 

e x t r e m e c a s e : 

Court at Ardlye : 20 D e c e m b e r 1589 ( L i b . l x i x . , fo l . 298). 
C o l c h e s t e r , S . J a m e s — G a r d s . 

T h e p e r a m b u l a t i o n s w e r e not w a l k e d for x x x y e a r s b y r e a s o n w h e r e o f 
our b o u n d s a r e lost T h e y are to p resen t s u c h o f the be t t e r sort 
w h o w i l l not g o the p e r a m b u l a t i o n s . 

T h e s a m e diff icul ty i s m o r e ful ly e m p h a s i s e d in the f o l l o w i n g : 
Court at Kelvedon : 1 6 1 1 ( L i b . x x i . , fo l . 245). 

L a n g f o r d — J o h n C r a c k n e l l . 

T h a t t he r e h a t h bene a g e n e r a l faul t in our p a r i s h in the w a l k i n g of the 

p e r a m b u l a t i o n s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the re h a t h b e n e p u b l i q u e no t i ce g i v e n 

the reo f by the M i n i s t e r ; w h i c h faul t h a t h b e e n by reason the be t te r 

and m o r e subs t an t i a l o f the s a y d p a r i s h h a t h not a n y w i s e b e n e fo rwa rd 

ne i the r by t h e m s e l v e s o r a n y o f the i r f ami l i e s , and the re fo re we p resen t 

J o h n C r a c k n e l l a n d E d w a r d H a r v y e , for not g o y i n g this y e a r e w i t h 

o the r s o f the p a r i s h to w a l k the b o u n d s , t h e y b e i n g of the be t te r sort o f 

the i n h a b i t a n t s , and l ikest (sic) to be of longes t c o n t i n u a n c e the re . . . . 

T h a t he for h i s par t d y d not wa lk the b o u n d s th i s pas t y e a r e . . T h a t 

he reaf te r t h e y sha l l w a l k the b o u n d s o f the p a r i s h . 

Court at Great Badone : 5 S e p t . 1626. 

F o b i n g — 

T h e M i n i s t e r w a s r e a d y e o n the R o g a c i o n d a y e s t o g o e the p e r a m b u -

l a c i o n o r c i r c u i t o f the p a r i s h e and g a v e w a r n i n g e o f i t i n C h u r c h the 

S o n d a i e b e f o r e — b u t t he r e w e r e d iue r se refused t o g o e w h o best k n o w e 

the b o u n d s of the par i sh . 
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P r e s e n t e d on th i s c h a r g e Wm M o t t . . . . P l e a d e d tha t he d id not 

h e a r e the be l l t o w l e to m o r n i n g e p r a y e r as in fo rmer t y m e s i t vsed to 

be ; w h i c h w a s the c a u s e tha t he d id not g o e . 

Court at Ingatestone : M a y 1608 ( L i b . l x x x i v . , fol. 23). 

W a l t h a m M a g n a — J o h n O u g h t i n g . 

H e re fuse th t o m a k e p r o v i s i o n for the p e r a m b u l a t i o n w h i c h ha th b y n 

d o n e t y m e out o f m y n d e , and before t y m e h is w i e f and f a m i l y h a v e v e r y 

d i s d a y n f u l l y cas t w a t e r upon the min i s t e r , and th i s t y m e o f p e r a m b u l a -

t ion the said O w t i n g d id v e r y d e s p e r a t e l y offer to s t r ike our M i n i s t e r 

w i t h h is h e d g i n g b i l l g o i n g to h is h o u s e w i t h the rest to r e q u i r e the 

c u s t o m a r y r e f r e sh ing . 

S o m e i n t e r e s t i n g en t r i e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h pa r i sh b o u n d a r i e s 

are l i k e w i s e f u r n i s h e d by the f o l l o w i n g : 

Court at Rayleighe: 1614 ( L i b . x x x i i . , fol. 1 7 ) . 

R a y l e i g h e — R i c h d S t a n d i s h 

F o r tha t i n the f a rm o f P a r k e r ' s i n R a y l e g h w c h R i c h a r d S t a n d i s h 

h o l d e t h , the re i s cu t t d o w n e th i s y e a r e an old oak t ree m a r k e d wth a 

c r o s s t y m e ou t o f m y n d for the S e v e r a l t i e o f the pa r i she s [of R o c h f o r d 

and R a y l e i g h ] — b u t w h o c u t i t d o w n t h e y k n o w not . 

Court at Brentwood : 1575 ( L i b . l x i v . , fol. 68). 

B u r s t e d P a r v a — T h o m a s H a w k i n s , D e t e c t . 

F o r tha t h e h a t h p l o w e d u p a " d o o l e " o r m e r e w h i c h i s y e m a r k e o f 

the d i v i s i o n o f the pa r i she s o f D u n t o n and B u r s t e d , so tha t no m e n c i o n 

the reof d o t h r e m a y n e for the i r p e r a m b u l a t i o n s . 

Court at Rayleigh : M a r c h 1 6 1 6 ( L i b . l i . , fo l . 99), 

W a r l e y M a g n a — T h o m a s D r y w o o d . 

P r e s e n t e d for b a r i n g up (sic) t he p roces s ion w a y s w ° h ha th been o p e n 

out o f m e m o r i e . 

I t m a y be no t ed h e r e tha t t he I n j u n c t i o n s la id i t d o w n tha t t he 

p e r a m b u l a t i o n s s h o u l d b e o b s e r v e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the d a y s o f 

R o g a t i o n , a n d tha t o n e o f the s e n t e n c e s w h i c h the m i n i s t e r m i g h t 

r epea t w a s : " C u r s e d b e h e w h i c h t r a n s l a t e t h the b o u n d s and d o l e s 

o f his n e i g h b o u r . " 

S o m e t i m e s t he fa i lu re t o o b s e r v e " G a n g w e e k , " a s i t w a s c a l l e d , 

h a d to be l a id to the door o f the p a r s o n , a s w i t n e s s the f o l l o w i n g : 

Court at Prittleweil: 1592 ( L i b . x x x v . , fo l . 94). 

C o l d N o r t o n — M r . P e a r s o n , R e c t o r . 

F o r not g o i n g h i s p e r a m b u l a t i o n s and f e t ched (sic) in the b o u n d s of h is 

P i s h e th i s y e a r e ; . . . A l l e g e d that he is a l a m e m a n and a l so w a s 

a p p o i n t e d t o p r e a c h a t B o r e h a m tha t d a y tha t he s h o u l d h a v e g o n e h is 

b o u n d s ; bu t s a y e t h tha t h e h a t h the b o u n d s o f h i s p i she set d o w n v e r y 

d i r e c t l y i n h i s R e g i s t e r B o o k . 

W h e t h e r the r e c o r d i s s t i l l t o be seen in the r e g i s t e r o f C o l d 

N o r t o n s e e m s d o u b t f u l , a s , a l t h o u g h the first b o o k d a t e s f rom 1 5 3 9 , 

i t i s d e s c r i b e d as h a v i n g b e e n r e t u r n e d in the P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

O F E S S E X A N D C O L C H E S T E R . 
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e n q u i r y o f 1830 a s " v e r y d e f e c t i v e , " s e v e r a l p a g e s b e i n g los t (see 

The Essex Review, v o l . i x . , p. 1 6 1 1 ) . 

T h e t en th c l a u s e o f t he I n j u n c t i o n s r e q u i r e d tha t i n e a c h c h u r c h 

a n d c h a p e l o n e " b o o k o f r e g i s t e r " s h o u l d b e k e p t , " i n w h i c h 

s h o u l d b e c a r e f u l l y en t e red a n d d a t e d t he w e d d i n g s , c h r i s t e n i n g s 

a n d b u r i a l s m a d e w i t h i n t he p a r i s h . A s s o c i a t e d w i t h th i s o rde r 

w a s l i k e w i s e t he d u t y o f p r o v i d i n g a coffer , o r c h e s t , w i t h t w o l o c k s 

a n d k e y s i n w h i c h the r e g i s t e r w a s t o b e p l a c e d , the pa r son h a v i n g 

the c u s t o d y o f one o f t h e k e y s a n d the w a r d e n s o f the o the r . 

S c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t he m i n u t e b o o k s b e l o n g i n g t o e a c h a r c h -

d e a c o n r y a r e en t r i e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h th i s c l a u s e , w h i c h m a y 

s e r v e t o t h r o w i i g h t o n the r e g i s t e r s a n d c h u r c h c h e s t s a s w e h a v e 

t h e m t o - d a y . 

T h u s , t he f o l l o w i n g a re t a k e n a n d g r o u p e d t o g e t h e r f rom t h e 

pe r iod d u r i n g w h i c h the c h u r c h r e g i s t e r s w e r e o f p a p e r , b e f o r e t he 

order a s to t he p r o v i s i o n o f p a r c h m e n t b o o k s h a d b e e n i s sued : 

Court at Kelvedon : A . D . 1585 ( L i b . Ixxxv i i i . , fol . 192) 

E a r l s C o l n e — J o h n W a r d . 

To (p rov ide ) a b o o k for the R e g i s t e r of the said p a r i s h of vij qu i r e s of 

p a p e r b o u n d wth l e the r wth a c l a s p . 

Court at Colchester: 1585 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fol. 89). 

S . N i c h o l a s — G a r d s . 

T h e y are to p r e p a r e a R e g i s t e r b o o k w i t h v qu i r e s of pape r , for a 

R e g i s t e r c o v e r e d w i t h l ea the r . 

S . J a m e s — G a r d s . 

T o b u y a n e w R e g i s t e r book w t h c l a s p s a n d c o v e r e d w i t h le ther . 

Court at Colchester: A . D . 1588 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fol. 290). 

L a y e r - d e - l a - H a y — G a r d s i b m . 

T h e R e g i s t e r b o k e y s not o r d e r l y kep t , for that the re y s bu t one l o c k 

tha t y s k e p t l o c k e d w i t h one k e y w c h key y s kept by the S e x t o n c o n t r a r y 

t o H i r M a j e s t i e s ' I n j u n c t i o n s . 

A n t h o n y B r a c k e t a p p e a r e d . T h e y a r e t o p r o v i d e the l o c k s and the 

M i n i s t e r t o h a v e one k e y , and tha t w e e k l y the C h u r c h book b e o r d e r l y 

k e p t . 

T h i s f inal s e n t e n c e r e f e r s t o t he o rde r g i v e n i n the I n j u n c t i o n s 

tha t the p a r s o n s h a l l e v e r y S u n d a y t a k e for th a n d i n the p r e s e n c e 

o f t he w a r d e n s w r i t e a n d r e c o r d . . . al l t he w e d d i n g s , c h r i s t e n -

i n g s a n d b u r i a l s m a d e the w e e k b e f o r e . 

1 Since the above was written, the following information, kindly furnished by the rector of 
Cold Norton, has come to hand : apparently the register was sold by mistake with the effects of 
an incumbent of a later date than Mr. Pearson. It was bought by a shopkeeper, and when 
eventually it came back to Cold Norton, various pages were found to be missing It is specially 
noted by the rector (Rev. J. Hyde Woollaston, afterwards Archdeacon of Essex) under date 
7 June, 1815, that pages at the end of the book containing ' 'memoranda" had disappeared. 
There seems therefore little doubt that these lost memoranda included the notes as to the parish 
boundaries. 
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I n 1598 c a m e the o r d i n a n c e o f the C o n v o c a t i o n o f C a n t e r b u r y 

tha t the p a p e r r e g i s t e r s w e r e t o b e c o p i e d o n p a r c h m e n t , a n d tha t 

a l l fu tu re r e c o r d s w e r e t o b e k e p t o n p a r c h m e n t . I n c o n s e q u e n c e 

of th is o rde r the v i s i t a t i o n list o f t he a r c h d e a c o n of C o l c h e s t e r for 

1 5 9 9 h a s a n u m b e r o f m a r g i n a l n o t e s o f an a b b r e v i a t e d c h a r a c t e r 

w h i c h furnish a g u i d e as to the p r o v i s i o n of p a r c h m e n t r e g i s t e r s in 

m o s t o f the p a r i s h e s o f t ha t a r c h d e a c o n r y d u r i n g the y e a r . T h e 

m e t h o d o f p r o c e d u r e s e e m s to h a v e been as f o l l o w s : the a r c h d e a c o n 

p r o b a b l y c h a r g e d the m i n i s t e r a n d c h u r c h w a r d e n s o f e a c h p a r i s h t o 

p r o v i d e a b o o k o f p a r c h m e n t i n to w h i c h the en t r i e s m a d e in the old 

pape r b o o k s w e r e t o b e t r a n s c r i b e d . T h i s t r a n s c r i p t i o n w a s t o b e 

a t t e s t ed b y the i r s i g n a t u r e s o r m a r k s b e i n g p l a c e d o n e a c h p a g e o f 

t he n e w r e g i s t e r . I f th i s i n j u n c t i o n w a s f a i th fu l ly ca r r i ed ou t , t he 

a r c h d e a c o n u n d e r t o o k t o g i v e his official s a n c t i o n t o t he c h a r g e s 

i n c u r r e d for the b o o k a n d i ts t r a n s c r i p t i o n , so tha t t h i s e x p e n d i t u r e 

c o u l d no t b e d i s p u t e d b y a n y p a r i s h i o n e r a t t h e n e x t E a s t e r aud i t , 

bu t w o u l d b e d e f r a y e d ou t o f t h e c u s t o m a r y c h u r c h ra t e . 

A c c o r d i n g l y the n o t e f r e q u e n t l y found o c c u r r i n g o n the m a r g i n o f 

the r e c o r d ''allocatur liber," i m p l i e s t ha t t he c h a r g e for t he b o o k 

and its t r a n s c r i p t i o n i s a l l o w e d by the A r c h d e a c o n in t he c a s e o f 

s o m e th i r t y o r m o r e p a r i s h e s a t t he V i s i t a t i o n o f 1 5 9 9 . N o t e s are 

a l so m a d e i n t he c a s e o f o t h e r p a r i s h e s e i t he r t ha t the c h u r c h -

w a r d e n s had f a i l ed to s u b m i t the r e g i s t e r for e x a m i n a t i o n a s 

requ i red , o r h a d o b t a i n e d p e r m i s s i o n to defer s h e w i n g i t un t i l the 

n e x t V i s i t a t i o n , w h i l e i n o t h e r i n s t a n c e s the r eason for w i t h h o l d i n g 

the official s a n c t i o n i s e x p r e s s l y s t a t e d to be tha t t he c h u r c h w a r d e n s 

h a v e not set the i r h a n d s to t he l e a v e s o f t he b o o k , a n d as a c o n -

s e q u e n c e t he m a r g i n a l no t e r e c o r d s " non allocatur liber." 

Of i n s t a n c e s o f th i s k ind the f o l l o w i n g a re e x a m p l e s : 

Court at Watden: 7 O c t b r . 1599 ( L i b . x x x v . , fo l . 366). 

L a n g l e y — G a r d s . 

A d e x h i b e n d u m l i b r u m R e g i s t r u m . B r o u g h t i n 7 N o v b r . 1599, bu t the 

C o u r t o rde red i t t o be p r o d u c e d a t nex t s y n o d s u b s c r i p t s ingu l i s p a g i n i s 

fol iorura e j u s d e m l ib r i s u b m a n i b u s min i s t r i e t g a r d i a n o r u m . 

Court at Colchester : 1599 ( L i b . l x x x i x . , fo l . 242; . 

B e r g h o l t — G a r d s i b m . 

T o u c h i n g the T r a n s c r i p t o f the R e g i s t e r w h i c h i s t o b e s u b s c r i b e d b y 

the M i n i s t e r a n d w a r d e n s t o e v e r y p a g e . 

Court at Walden : 17 O c t b r . 1599 . 

L i t t l e C h i s h i l l — G a r d s . 

C i t a n d i sunt a d os t end l i b r u m R e g i s t r u m . C o m p a r u e r u n t e t quo t 

a l l o c a t u r l iber eo q u o d suis s u b s c r i b i t u r p a g i n i s s i n g u l i s a m in i s t ro e t 

g a r d i a n i s i b i d e m . T o s h e w i t a g a i n nex t C o u r t d a y . 
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Court at Colchester : (S . N i c h o l a s ) , 1598 ( L i b . Ixxx ix . , fol . 196) . 

A r d l e y — J o h n L o v e r i n g , ) 
G a r d s . John P i k e s , ) 

T h e r e i s no p a r c h m e n t book for C h r i s t e n i n g s , M a r r i a g e s , and b u r y a l l s . 

Court at Ingatestone: x x i . M a r t i i 1598 ( L i b . x x x v i i i . , fol. 200). 

B u r s t e d M a g n a — Z a c h i a B a t e m a n 

D e t e c t : H e w e n t a w a y ou t o f ou r p i sh not p a i n g such ra te a s h e w a s 

r a t ed a t t o w a r d s O ' r R e g i s t e r b o o k e s , and the w r i t i n g o f t h e m w c h 

c o m e t h to ijs vjd. 

Court at Walden: 1598 ( L i b . x x v i i i . , fol . 2 3 1 ) . 

C h e s t e r f o r d M a g n a — W a r d e n s o f 

I t e m : T h e r e is no book of p c h m e n t , n e y t h e r t h e n a m e s n e w wr i t t en , . . . 

and R i c h d B a k e r h o l d e t h the R e g i s t e r B o o k and wi l l not let the c h u r c h -

w a r d e n s h a v e it. 

At a l i t t l e l a t e r da te , a s the s u b j o i n e d e n t r y s h e w s , t he p r o v i s i o n 

o f a p a r c h m e n t r e g i s t e r w a s m a d e , b u t t h e r e s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n 

s o m e di f f icu l ty w i t h r e g a r d to the p a y m e n t for the t r a n s c r i p t i o n : 

Court at Walden : 18 D e c b r 1599 ( L i b . x x x v . , fo l . 374a) . 

G r t C h e s t e r f o r d — G a r d s . 

N o t p a y i n g for the w r i t i n g o f the R e g i s t e r b o o k . 

O r d e r e d t o p a y a n d satisfie t o Mr J o h n B a k e r la te C u r a t e the re , for 

the w r i t i n g e o f the sa id b o o k . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t he r eco rd i s m u t i l a t e d a t th i s po in t , a n d a l t h o u g h 

t h e M S . i n d i c a t e s a s u m o f 5s . , th i s m a y be o n l y a p a y m e n t m a d e 

on a c c o u n t . 

O f t he a c t u a l co s t o f t he p a r c h m e n t b o o k s h o w e v e r , the r e c o r d 

l e a v e s n o d o u b t . T h e d e p u t y r e g i s t r a r b r o u g h t w i t h h i m t o the 

V i s i t a t i o n , p a r c h m e n t v o l u m e s of f ive different s i zes : 

The r e c o r d tor t he a r c h d e a c o n r y ot C o l c h e s t e r s h e w s t h a t of t he 

100 p a g e v o l u m e , one c o p y w e n t t o " M a n i t r e e " a n d o n e t o D e d h a m . 

O f t he b o o k s w i t h 8 0 l e a v e s , W i t h a m o b t a i n e d a c o p y . K e l v e d o n 

p u r c h a s e d a c o p y w i t h 6 0 l e a v e s , w h i l e E l m s t e a d , M e s s i n g , a n d 

W a k e s C o l n e , e a c h p r o c u r e d a b o o k c o n t a i n i n g 5 0 l e a v e s . O f t he 

b o o k s w i t h 4 0 l e a v e s , o n e c o p y w e n t t o C r e s s i n g , a n d one t o 

I n w o r t h . 

I t w o u l d be a m a t t e r of s o m e in t e res t to a s c e r t a i n in e a c h of 

t h e s e c a s e s , w h e t h e r t h e o ld p a r c h m e n t v o l u m e then p r o c u r e d i s 

s t i l l in e x i s t e n c e , a n d i f so , w h e t h e r i ts c o n d i t i o n s h e w s i t to h a v e 

b e e n i n a n y w a y m u t i l a t e d , o r a d d e d to . 



M I N U T E B O O K (1590-1592) . 

C O L C H E S T E R A R C H D E A C O N R Y . 
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T h a t t he m u t i l a t i o n o f r e g i s t e r s , h o w e v e r , w a s no t t o b e e n t i r e l y 

t he w o r k o f s o m e fu tu re g e n e r a t i o n , t he f o l l o w i n g en t r i e s w i l l 

tes t i fy : — 

Court at Colchester: 1587 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fo l . 198). 

C o l c h e s t e r (S . P e t e r ) — J o h n S m i t h . 

N o t a t : T h a t h e d id c u t l e a v e s ou t o f the R e g i s t e r B o o k there . H e tore 

and de faced the R e g i s t e r t a k i n g out h i s o w n n a m e . 

J o h n S m i t h , j a n i t o r e m o f the p a r i s h o f S t . N i c h o l a s . H e ca r r i ed the 

sa id R e g i s t e r B o o k t o t h e sa id J o h n S m i t h o f S . P e t e r s t o cu t ou t the 

s a m e l e a v e s . 

Court at Coggeshall : 1591 ( L i b . l x x . , fol . 30. 

G o l d h a n g e r — J o h n K n i g h t , R e c t o r . 

T h a t he h a d the R e g i s t e r B o o k a t h i s h o u s e and rent ou t o f the s a m e 

one leafe and wri t a n o t h e r in the s a m e p l a c e thereof , bu t w h e t h e r i t be 

a g r e e i n g to the leafe tha t he rent out we k n o w not . 

T h e s e v e n t i e t h c a n o n o f 1603 re-aff i rmed the o r d i n a n c e o f 1598 

w i t h the a d d i t i o n a l proviso t ha t o n c e in e v e r y y e a r the c h u r c h -

w a r d e n s sha l l w i t h i n o n e m o n t h af ter the f i v e - a n d - t w e n t i e t h d a y o f 

M a r c h , t r a n s m i t t o t he b i s h o p o f t he d i o c e s e . . . a t rue c o p y o f a l l 

the en t r i e s m a d e the p r e v i o u s y e a r . T h i s wi l l e x p l a i n the f o l l o w i n g 

e n t r y : — 

Court at Colchester: 1604 ( L i b . x c , fol . 4). 

L e x d e n — M r . S e a r l e s , R e c t o r . 

F o r tha t h e d o t h not rede p u b l i c l y i n the C h u r c h the R e g i s t e r o f 

M a r r i a g e s , C h r i s t e n i n g s , and B u r i a l s , a s i s p r e s c r i b e d in the A r t i c l e s , 

and tha t he ha th kep t the sa id R e g i s t e r tha t we c a n n o t h a v e i t to send 

the t r ansc r ip t i n to my Ld B p . of L o n d o n s ' Off ice as we shou ld do . . . 

T o b e d e l i v e r e d t o the c h u r c h w a r d e n s w h e n y t i s m e n d e d and t o 

cer t i f ie . 

A m o n g the a r t i c l e s o f e n q u i r y a t t he V i s i t a t i o n o f A r c h b i s h o p 

P a r k e r in 1 5 6 9 , w a s the f o l l o w i n g , viz.:— 

W h e t h e r y o u r e c h u r c h y a r d e s be wel l fenced and c l e a n l y k e p t e ? 

T h e r e a r e m a n y en t r i e s i n t he r e c o r d s t o u c h i n g th i s q u e s t i o n o f 

the c a r e o f t he c h u r c h y a r d s , f rom w h i c h the f o l l o w i n g m a y b e 

q u o t e d a s e x a m p l e s : — 

Court at Colchester: P r i m o d ie m e n s i s D e c e m b r i s 1587 ( L i b . l x v i i . , fol. 243). 

E a s t M e r s e a — W i l l i a m f f i e l d . 

T h e C h u r c h y a r d t h r o u g h h i s n e g l i g e n c e i n not r e p a i r i n g the p a l e i s 

g r e a t l y roo ted u p b y the h o g g s s h a m e f u l l y . 

W e s t M e r s e a — T h o m a s B o w l t o n (Ibid., fo l . 255 ; . 

W e p re sen t g r e a t de f ec t s i n the f ences o f W m . F i e l d and T h o m a s 

B o w l t o n , t h r o u g h w h o s e n e g l e c t the h o g g e s d o s h a m e f u l l y root u p the 

C h u r c h y a r d 

Court at Colchester : 1588 ( L i b . l x i x . , fol 248). 

W e s t M e r s e a — W m . F i e l d . 

H e aff irmed tha t the h o g g e s roo t ing i n the C h u r c h y a r d " w e r e w e l l and 

suff ic ient ly f i l l ed . " 

13 
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W h a t h e m e a n t w a s tha t t h e y had b e e n a m p l y fed, and t h a t t h e r e 

w a s , there fore , no e x c u s e for t h e m r o o t i n g in t he c h u r c h y a r d . I t 

w a s , o f c o u r s e , s i m p l y b e g g i n g the q u e s t i o n a n d q u i t e i g n o r i n g h i s 

n e g l e c t i n a l l o w i n g his f e n c e s t o d i l a p i d a t e un t i l t h e y h a d b e c o m e 

u s e l e s s . 

Court at Kelvedon : M o n d a y , 18 S e p t b r . 1587 ( L i b . Ixv i i i . , fo l . 20). 

B r a x t e d M a g n a — G a r d s of. 

W e p resen t ou r C h u r c h y a r d p a l e i s i n d e c a y , and b y reason tha t our 

B o o k i s lost , w e k n o w not w h o shou ld m a k e the de fau l t s . 

A p p e a r e d — T h o m a s R a m s t a l l , G a r d , and H e n r y W e l d o n . 

T h e n a m e s o f t hose w h o s e d u t y i t w a s t o k e e p i n r epa i r the 

po r t i ons o f the c h u r c h f e n c i n g a l lo t t ed to the v a r i o u s p r o p e r t i e s 

w h i c h t h e y he ld , w e r e no t i n f r e q u e n t l y e n t e r e d i n t he pa r i sh 

r e g i s t e r (see N e t t e s w e l l , Essex Review, v o l . x x x v . , p p . 37-40) . 

F r o m the f o l l o w i n g e n t r y i t w o u l d s e e m tha t t he re w a s a pe r iod ic 

e n q u i r y on the pa r t o f the c o u r t as to the f e n c i n g of t he c h u r c h y a r d : 

Court at Walden: 1543 ( L i b . vo l i x . , fol . 1 3 1 ) . 

B r a x t e d M a g n a — 

J o h a n n e s Sunfo rd 

J o h a n n e s W a g h t 

W i l l i a m F e l y x ) T h e s kepe the re fense i n the C h u r c h y a r d . 

W i l l i a m P o r t e r ) 

R o b e r t C a r d e n ) 

H e r e , on the o the r hand , i s a l is t of the de fau l t e r s g i v e n in 

a n o t h e r par i sh : 

Court at Romford : 1636 ( L i b x x i v . , fol . 140). 

C h i l d e r d i t c h — L e w i s S p a r r o w . 

F o r no t r a y l i n g in h i s p a r t e of the C h u r c h y a r d : 

J a m e s D i c k e n s o n ) 

F r a n c i s H o d g s k i n s ) S i m i l i t e r 

W i l l G l a d w y n ) 

A c o m p l a i n t v e r y s i m i l a r t o the f o l l o w i n g w a s m a d e by the 

p a r i s h i o n e r s o f T o p p e s f i e l d a t the i r v e s t r y on 7 J a n u a r y 1 7 1 1 (see 

The Essex Review, v o l . x x v i i . , p. 130) . 

Court at Dunmow : 1668 ( L i b . x l v i i i . , fo l . 7 ) . 

T h a x t e d — E d w a r d G e o r g e . 

F o r t a k i n g a w a y the g r o u n d in the C h u r c h y a r d and l a y i n g i t on h is own 

land . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g i s a s o m e w h a t e x c e p t i o n a l e n t r y , and a s such m a y 

be m e n t i o n e d he re : 

Court at Romford: 1636 ( L i b . x x i v . , fol. 186). 

N a z i n g — E l i z a b e t h T a y l e r . 

F o r a b u s i n g our C h u r c h y a r d w i t h m a k i n g a " d r i f t e " w a y t h r o u g h our 

C h u r c h (sic) and a b u s i n g of i t w i t h he r ca t t l e , and for pu l l i ng up o 'r 

f ence in o 'r C h u r c h y a r d in to the i r g r o u n d . 

C h i g n a l l S . J a c o b i — M r . P e a c o c k . 

He h a t h not d o n e the f enc ing tha t b e l o n g e t h t o h i m in the C h u r c h y a r d . 

14 
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T h e t w o f o l l o w i n g en t r i e s m a y b e q u o t e d a s s h o w i n g the c o m p l i -

c a t i o n s tha t m i g h t s o m e t i m e s a r i se i n the m a t t e r o f p e r s o n a l l i ab i l i t y 

for f e n c i n g : 

Court at Baddowe: 1595 ( L i b . x x x v i . , fo l . 20). 

H o r n d o n — M a t t h e w P a k e . 

D e t e c t — T h e r e is a p i e c e of the C h u r c h y a r d un - f enced a g a i n s t a b a r n e 

w h i c h T h o m a s S la t e r fo rd d o t h ho ld and use w h i c h i s i n s t r i fe b e t w e e n 

M a t t h e w P a k e and B e n j a m i n P o n d e . W e k n o w not w h o s h o u l d m e n d it. 

Court at Romford : 1595 ( L i b . x x x v i . , fol . 106) . 

T h o r o c k P v a — E d w d D a u b y . 

D e t e c t - t h a t he d o e not k e p e a g o o d and sufficient fence in and aga ins t 

the C h u r c h y d a s he o w t e t o do by the r igh t o f h i s h o w s e . S a y e t h tha t 

he h a t h let t ou t the g r o u n d w i t h the fence to one G i l l . 

S o m e i n t e r e s t i n g en t r i e s a r e f ound i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the f o l l o w -

ing e n q u i r y i s sued b y A r c h b i s h o p P a r k e r i n h i s V i s i t a t i o n a r t i c l e s 

i n 1 5 6 9 , v i z : w h e t h e r the rood- lof t b e p u l l e d d o w n e a c c o r d i n g t o the 

order p r e s c r i b e d ? 

Court at Ingatestone : T u e s d a y 18 J a n r y 1 6 1 3 . 

R o c h f o r d — R o b e r t G r a s o p , a l i a s W a t e r m a n . 

He h a t h m a d e w ' h the lofte b e l o n g i n g to the p a r i s h a p l a c e for 

i n c o n t y n t e n t pe r sons to s tand in . 

T h i s m a n w h o w a s t he par i sh c le rk and i s d e s c r i b e d i n t he r e c o r d 

a s " a q u i b a g i l u s , " r e m i n i s c e n t o f t he t i m e s w h e n t h e s p r i n k l i n g w i t h 

ho ly w a t e r w a s o b s e r v e d , s e e m s t o h a v e been o b n o x i o u s t o s o m e o f 

the off icials o f the c h u r c h , a n d t hey t o o k th i s o p p o r t u n i t y o f c i t i n g 

h i m before the c o u r t , for d e a l i n g t hus w i t h the p r o p e r t y o f the 

c h u r c h , w i t h o u t a u t h o r i t y to do so . A few m o n t h s la te r the c l e rk i s 

c i t ed a g a i n , the r ea son g i v e n b e i n g as unde r : 

Court at Ingatestone : 1 J u l y 1 6 1 3 . 

R o c h f o r d — R o b e r t G r a s h o p p e r a l i as W a t e r m a n . 

A shee te n e w e b o u g h t i s g o n e out of the C h e s t in the t i m e of R o b e r t 

W a t e r m a n the C l a r k e , w h i c h w a s c o m m a n d e d t o b e kep t for the 

p u n i s h y n g e o f i n c o n t y n e n t pe r sons . 

I s i t p o s s i b l e tha t t he re m a y b e s o m e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n these 

t w o en t r i e s , a n d tha t the d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f t he s h e e t m a y p e r h a p s b e 

a c c o u n t e d for by the fact tha t the p i l l o ry w a s i n t e n d e d by i ts m a k e r 

to a c t as a s u b s t i t u t e ? 

A n o t h e r i n s t a n c e o f t he a d a p t a t i o n o f t he b e l o n g i n g s o f the rood-

loft t o o the r p u r p o s e s i s fu rn i shed by the f o l l o w i n g e n t r y : 

Court at Kelvedon : 1583 ( L i b l x x v i . , fol . 41 ) . 

W i c k e n B o n a n t — J o h n & W i l l i a m H o w l a n d , G a r d s . 

T h e p a r s o n ' s w y f f l a c k e t h a p l a c e to sit in, for he r , a n d he r c h i l d r e n 

a n d f a m i l y . 

T h i s dif f icul ty w a s m e t b y the f o l l o w i n g a r r a n g e m e n t : — 
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Court at Walden: 1583 (Ibid., fol . 78) . 

W i c k e n B o n a n t — J o h n & Wm H o w l a n d , G a r d s 

T h e y a r e t o pu l l d o w n the s t a y e r s n e a r the R o d e L o f t , i n the C h u r c h , 

and sha l l ass is t M r . S w i n s e in m a k i n g a seat for h i s w i f e a t h i s o w n 

c h a r g e a t the l o w e r (part) o f the said s t a y e r s , and to cer t i f ie . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g en t r i e s , m a d e i n r e p l y t o a n e n q u i r y a s t o t he 

c o n d i t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h , s h e w the t e r r i b l e s t a t e in to w h i c h , i n s o m e 

c a s e s , the f ab r i c s h a d been a l l o w e d t o d r i f t : — 

Court at Colchester: 1 6 1 5 . 

F r a t i n g e — G a r d s . 

T h e C h a n c e l l i s w o n d e r f u l l ou t o f r e p a c i o n s and w e se(e) c l e a n e t h r e w 

a n d t h r e w it . 

Court at Colchester : 1583 ( L i b . Ixv i . , fo l . 105) . 

S . B u t t o l p h — T h e C h u r c h w a r d e n s . 

Y t the g l a s s w i n d o w s o f the C h u r c h and C h a n c e l l a re s o b r o k e n y t y e 

C h u r c h i s m o r e l ike to a d o v e h o u s e than a p l a c e of p r a y e r . F o r w c h 

c a u s e b o t h the p r e a c h e r s and o the r s h a v e m a d e g rea t c o m p l a i n t . T h e 

C o m n t ab le i s n o u g h t , and c e r t a i n s to les a re b r o k e n a l l a p e c e s and 

t h r o w n e abou t . 

Court at Great Baddow : T u e s d a y 8 June , 1630. 

N o r t h S h o b u r y — « 

T h e C h a n c e l l l y e t h u n c o v e r e d w t h the g l a s s w i n d o w s b r o k e n , s o tha t 

the p a r i s h i o n e r s c a n n o t s i t t d r y e n e i t h e r a t S e r v i c e no r a t the 

C o m m u n i o n t a b l e . 

P e r h a p s , h o w e v e r , o f a l l the v a r i o u s en t r i e s r e c o r d e d in t h e s e 

old v o l u m e s , t h o s e w h i c h dea l w i t h " P e n a n c e " read m o s t s t r a n g e l y 

in the l i gh t o f m o d e r n t h o u g h t and idea l s . In t he first p l a c e t h e r e 

a p p e a r s t o h a v e been n o a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i x e d s t a n d a r d a c c o r d i n g t o 

w h i c h the p e n a l t i e s w e r e m e t e d ou t t o the o f fenders . W h e t h e r t he 

p e n a n c e w h i c h had to be u n d e r g o n e w a s a h e a v y or a l i gh t one , 

a p p e a r s t o h a v e res ted en t i re ly w i t h the p r e s i d i n g j u d g e . T h e n 

a g a i n , a s t i m e w e n t on , i t b e c a m e c u s t o m a r y for p e o p l e o f s u b s t a n c e 

t o p u r c h a s e e x e m p t i o n f rom the p e r f o r m a n c e o f the m o r e h u m i l i a t i n g 

p o r t i o n s of the s e n t e n c e , a n d i t i s one of t h e m a n y i n d i c a t i o n s of the 

m a r k e d p o v e r t y o f E l i z a b e t h ' s r e i g n , t h a t e c c l e s i a s t i c a l j u d g e s a r e 

found r e a d i l y a s s e n t i n g to " c o m m u t a t i o n " of p e n a n c e . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e s wi l l s e r v e t o e m p h a s i s e the m a r k e d 

d i f ference t h e r e w a s , b e t w e e n the t r e a t m e n t m e a s u r e d o u t b y t he 

l a w t o p e o p l e g u i l t y o f the s a m e form o f c r i m e , w h e r e the o n e w a s 

f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o b e a b l e t o p a y , a n d the o t h e r w a s n o t : — 

Court at Ingatestone : 1592 ( L i b . x x x v . fol . 133). 

D o w n h a m — H u m f r y G a r r o w l d , su spec t i n c o n t . 

O n S u n d a y e nex t h e s h a l l c o m e t o D o w n h a m C h u r c h a t the last p e a l e 

to S e r v y c e , a n d the re s t and in a w h i t e shee t a t the C h u r c h P o r c h ti l l 

t he s e c o n d lesson be redd , & then sha l l g o e in to the said C h u r c h and 

the re s t and & p r e s e n t l i e confesse h i s faul t & offence et to ce r ty f i e u n d e r 

the h a n d o f the M i n i s t e r a n d W a r d e n s a p u d B a d o w . 
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Broomf ie ld and C h e l m s f o r d , Ju ly , 1686. 
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Court at Colchester : ( S . P e t e r ) 1581 ( L i b . l x x v . , fo l . 27 ) . 

D e d h a m — W i l l i a m C o c k . 

T h a t u p o n S a t u r d a y nex t , he sha l l i n a w h i t e shee t a b o u t h i m , abou t 

x j o ' c l o c k in the forenoon a n d so wa lk the l eng th o f the M a r k e t P l a c e , 

h o l d i n g a w h i t e rod in h i s h a n d , and a p a p e r on h i s h e a d , d e s c r i b i n g 

the c a u s e and then s t and so a p p a r e l l y d a t the M o o t H a l l D o o r by the 

s p a c e of an h o u r after t i l l xi j o f the c l o c k and then confess o p e n l y h is 

faul t (re) A l i c e C h a s e and s h a l l l i k e w i s e a p p a r e l l e d s t and in the midd le 

a l l ey o f D e d h a m C h u r c h the S o n d a y f o l l o w i n g b y the t ime o f the M o r n 

i n g P r a y e r sha l l m e e k l y k n e e l i n g ask fo rg ivenes s , & c , & c . . . . 

Court at Ingatestone : 1591 ( L i b x x x v . , fol . 3 5 ) . 

W o o d h a m W a l t e r — M a r i a n W o o l w a r d 

S h e a p p e a r e d and pe t i t i oned for abso lu t i on . 

On S a t u r d a y nex t , she sha l l s t and a t the B u l l - r i n g i n M a l d o n M a r k e t , 

w i t h a w h i t e shee t a b o u t her , and a w a n d in he r h a n d , f rom ix of the 

c l o c k in the fo renoon u n t y l l t w o of the c lock in the a f t e rnoon , and on 

S u n d a y sha l l c o m e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f M o r n i n g P r a y e r and s tand i n the 

P o r c h . 

Court at Billericay: 1589 ( L i b . l xxv i j , fo l . 153) . 

W a l t h a m M a g n a — S i l v e s t e r D e n n i s e t M a r g e r y U x o r . 

I n c o n t an t e n u p t i a s : T h e y s u b m i t to c o r r e c t i o n . I t i s o rdered that 

t h e y and e y t h e r o f t h e m i m m e d i a t e l y af ter p u b l i c p r a y e r to be said in 

the c h a p e l c o m m o n l y c a l l e d B l a c k C h a p e l b e l o n g i n g t o M u c h W a l t h a m 

in the fo renoon on S o n d a y nex t in the i r usua l appa re l confess the i r 

faul t , & c 

Court at Romford : 13 D e c b r 1569 . 

L a y t o n — R o g e r D u r a n t . 

T h a t he sha l l s t and in R o m f o r d M a r k e t t the nex t marke t t d a y e , more 

penitentis, a l l t he m a r k e t t t y m e in a w h y t e shea t e a n d a r o d d e in h i s 

h a n d e , et in parochia sua de L a y t o n on the f o l l o w i n g S u n d a y , and the re 

sha l l a c k n o w l e d g e h i s offens p e n i t e n t l y . 

B u t o n the c u l p r i t ' s a p p e a l , b a c k e d b y the e n t r e a t y o f s o m e o f 

his f r iends a n d n e i g h b o u r s , quia dixit se velle seipsum jugulare the 

j u d g e e x c u s e d h i m t h e p e n a n c e , c o m m u t i n g the s e n t e n c e t o a 

m o n e y p a y m e n t , viz.: tha t he s h o u l d p a y 10s. e a c h to t h r e e poor 

s c h o l a r s o f C a m b r i d g e , a n d l i k e w i s e c o n t r i b u t e 10s. t o w a r d s the 

r e p a i r s o f h i s p a r i s h c h u r c h a t L e y t o n . 

Court at Billericay : 1662 ( L i b . x l v i , fol . 29). 

B u t t s b u r y — T h o m a s F i n c h . 

A p p e a r e d , and a l l e g e d tha t h e w a s o r d e r e d t o d o p e n a n c e i n the C h u r c h , 

w h i c h , i f he d id , he b e i n g a m a r r i e d m a n , w o u l d m u c h i m p a i r h i s c red i t 

a m o n g h i s n e i g h b o u r s ; and e x c e p t i n g the a c t b y h i m c o m m i t t e d , h e 

w a s n e v e r d e t e c t e d for a n y s u c h c r i m e , and the re fo re h u m b l y des i res 

the J u d g e o f the C o u r t to c o m u t e h i s sa id p e n a n c e , and to tha t pu rpose 

offers to the J u d g e a desideratum of T e n p o u n d s to be b e s t o w e d on 

c h a r i t a b l e uses . 

T h e J u d g e a b o v e s a i d did a c c e p t and d e c r e e h i s le t te rs t o be m a d e for 

h i s d i s c h a r g e . 
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I t m a y be r e a d i l y u n d e r s t o o d tha t i n t h e s e t i m e s , w h e n e d u c a t i o n 

w a s bu t s c a r c e a n d no t e a s y t o c o m e b y , a n d w h e n p e o p l e s e l d o m 

j o u r n e y e d far f rom h o m e , s u p e r s t i t i o n ran rife, a n d as a c o n s e q u e n c e 

the re a re m a n y en t r i e s i n the r e c o r d s w h i c h t r ea t o f w i t c h c r a f t a n d 

s o r c e r y . T h e r e a re i n s t a n c e s o f p e o p l e h a v i n g r e c o u r s e t o s o m e 

r e p u t e d w i t c h , o r " C u n n i n g M a n , " i n o rde r t o o b t a i n a s s i s t a n c e i n 

r e c o v e r i n g t h i n g s tha t h a v e been los t , o r c a t t l e t ha t h a v e s t r a y e d 

a w a y , o r m a y b e t o s e c u r e a " l o v e - p o t i o n " t o r epa i r the i n c o n s t a n c y 

o f s o m e e r r an t s w a i n . T h a t s u c h p r a c t i c e s w e r e i l l e g a l , a n d v i s i t e d 

w i t h p a i n s a n d p e n a l t i e s , w i l l b e e v i d e n t f rom the q u e s t i o n s t h a t 

f rom t i m e t o t i m e f o u n d p l a c e i n the " a r t i c l e s t o b e e n q u i r e d o f " 

a t the V i s i t a t i o n s , t h u s : " W h e t h e r t he re b e a n y a m o n g y o u tha t 

use so r ce r i e , o r i n c h a u n t m e n t , m a g i k e i n c a n t a t i o n s , o r n i g r o m a n c i e , 

or t h a t be s u s p e c t e d of t he s a m e ? " 

I t w a s in t he l a s t few w o r d s o f th i s e n q u i r y , h o w e v e r , tha t the 

r e a l l y s e r i o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s o f the q u e s t i o n l a y , for t h e s e r e c o r d s 

h a v e m a n y en t r i e s s h o w i n g t h a t u p o n the m e r e s t s u s p i c i o n , and 

upon e v e n the m o s t t r i v i a l g r o u n d s , o r p o s s i b l y t o g r a t i f y s o m e 

p r i v a t e f ee l i ng o f sp i t e , m e n a n d w o m e n m i g h t b e d u b b e d 

" W i t c h e " a n d h a l e d be fo re a c o u r t o f j u s t i c e and h e a v i l y m u l c t e d 

i n c o s t s , e v e n t h o u g h found i n n o c e n t o f t he c h a r g e pre fe r red 

a g a i n s t t h e m . 

Court in West Ham Church : 12 Ju ly , 1 5 9 1 . 

W i d o w C o p p r e s o f W o o d f o r d . 

S h e h a t h o f l o n g t y m e been s u s p e c t e d for a W i c h e , and m o r e o f la te by 

J o h n P o o l e . 

Court at Romford : 2 M a y , 1592 . 

R o m f o r d — J o h n G r a v e j u n r de eadem. 

H e d o t h g o e and s eeke af ter w i t c h e r y . D e n i e d i t for h imse l f e , b u t 

sa id tha t h i s wi fe w i t h o u t h i s consen t d y d g o e to fa ther P e r f e c t e to 

l e m e o f h i m s o m e m e d y c y n e for s o m e ca t t e l l tha t h e h a s s i cke , but 

he k n o w e t h not tha t he i s a w i t c h e and h i s wi fe as he v e r e l y b e l e v e t h 

d id n e v e r t h i n k e h i m to be a w i t c h e and w e n t not to h i m des i rouse to 

o b t a i n e a n y h e l p for h i s ca t t e l l b y a n y s u c h e m e a n e s . 

A d m o n i s h e d a n d d i smi s sed . C o u r t fee 2S. 

Court at Colchester (S. Peter) : 1597 ( L i b . l x x v . , fol . 45). 

S . J a m e s — C a t h e r i n e R e v e . 

T h a t s h e i s v e h e m e n t l y s u s p e c t e d o f w i t c h c r a f t . 

In th i s c a s e ( fo l . 46 ) C a t h e r i n e g i v e s a l o n g e x p l a n a t i o n in 

w h i c h s h e s p e a k s o f l e a r n i n g f r o m g o o d w i f e G e o r g e o f M u c h T e y , 

n o w o f A b b e r t o n , tha t i f she o r he r c a t t l e w e r e " f o r s p o k e n " she 

s h o u l d s a y " s h e b e l i e v e d i n the T h i r d P e r s o n o f the T r i n i t y , " 

w h i c h p r a y e r she h a t h u s e d to herse l f , a n d to a c o w a t the H i t h e , 

a n d t h e y d y d g e t w e l l af ter it . 
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C a t h e r i n e w a s o rde red t o p e r f o r m the u s u a l p e n a n c e , w h i c h m u s t 

h a v e t e n d e d s o m e w h a t t o con fuse her i d e a s o f t h e o l o g y . 

T o refute a c h a r g e o f t h i s n a t u r e t he a c c u s e d p e r s o n m i g h t p ro 

d u c e w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y o f g o o d c h a r a c t e r , a s in t he f o l l o w i n g c a s e : 

Court at Romford : 1592. 

B a r k i n g e — A l i c e u x e r W i l l m F o s t e r e a d e m . 

T h a t she i s s u s p e c t e d by c o m o n f a m e to be a W i t c h e . S h e b r o u g h t a 

cer t i f i ca te o f h e r i n n o n c e n c y u n d e r the h a n d s o f the c h u r c h w a r d e n s 

the re . 

T h e c a s e w a s c o n s e q u e n t l y d i s m i s s e d , b u t the a c c u s e d h a d t o p a y 

the c o u r t fee, o f 12d., a s w e l l as t he a p p a r i t o r ' s fee 4d., a n d to m e e t 

the e x p e n s e s o f t he j o u r n e y t o a n d f rom B a r k i n g t o R o m f o r d . 

T h e r e w e r e n u m e r o u s i n s t a n c e s , h o w e v e r , i n w h i c h the c o u r t 

re fused t o a l l o w a n a c c u s e d p e r s o n t o c l ea r h i m s e l f e x c e p t b y the 

t e d i o u s a n d c u m b e r s o m e p r o c e s s o f c o m p u r g a t i o n . I n c a s e s o f th i s 

k i n d a d e e d w a s d r a w n ou t to be p u b l i c l y r e a d on a S u n d a y , in t he 

c h u r c h o f the p a r i s h w h e r e t he offence w a s a l l e g e d t o h a v e b e e n 

c o m m i t t e d , a n n o u n c i n g tha t a t a c o u r t to be he ld a t a s t a t e d d a y , 

t i m e , a n d p l a c e , t h e a c c u s e d p r o p o s e d t o p u r g e h i m s e l f o f t he 

c h a r g e b y t a k i n g o a t h o f i n n o c e n c e , a n d i n v i t i n g a l l w h o o b j e c t e d 

t o s u c h p u r g a t i o n t o a t t e n d the c o u r t , a n d g i v e e v i d e n c e a g a i n s t t he 

a c c u s e d . O n the a p p o i n t e d d a y the a c c u s e d , t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s 

c o m p u r g a t o r s ( to the n u m b e r o f four , s i x , o r e i g h t , a s f ixed b y the 

c o u r t ) , a t t e n d e d , a n d e x h i b i t e d h i s p a r i s h p r i e s t ' s ce r t i f i ca t e t ha t 

t he " I n t i m a c o n " h a d b e e n d u l y p u b l i s h e d . O b j e c t o r s w e r e t h e n 

i n v i t e d t o c o m e f o r w a r d , a n d i f a n y a t t e n d e d , t h e y w e r e hea rd , and 

the c a s e w a s a d j o u r n e d . 

I f n o o b j e c t o r s a p p e a r e d , then the a c c u s e d m a d e o a t h o p e n l y tha t 

h e w a s i n n o c e n t o f t he c h a r g e , a n d e a c h o f his c o m p u r g a t o r s a l so 

t o o k h i s oa th t h a t h e b e l i e v e d the a c c u s e d t o h a v e s p o k e n the t ru th . 

O n the s t r e n g t h o f these o a t h s , t h e a c c u s e d w a s a c q u i t t e d , a n d 

g r a n t e d a ce r t i f i c a t e to p r e v e n t a n y fu ture p r o c e e d i n g s on the s a m e 

c h a r g e . 

I t w i l l b e r ea l i s ed tha t t he a t t e n d a n t e x p e n s e s w e r e c o n s i d e r a b l e , 

n a m e l y :—for t he Intimacio 2 s . 6d., for e a c h oa th t a k e n 4d., for the 

ce r t i f i ca t e 13s . 4d., a n d , i n a d d i t i o n , t h e c u s t o m a r y c o u r t f ees and 

the fees t o t he a p p a r i t o r s . M o r e o v e r , i t m a y be r e c k o n e d tha t the 

e x p e n s e s o f t hose w h o a p p e a r e d a s c o m p u r g a t o r s w o u l d a l s o h a v e 

to be m e t by t h e a c c u s e d , a n d a l l i n o rde r t o refute an a c c u s a t i o n 

w h i c h o u g h t n e v e r t o h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t . 

Court at Maldon (A l l S a i n t s ) : 5 M a y , 1592 . 

M a l d o n — M a r g a r e t W i s e m a n , per G a r d s . 

F o r tha t she i s s u s p e c t e d b y c o m m o n fame o f w i t c h c r a f t . S h e c l a i m e d 

and w a s a l l o w e d p u r g a t i o n . 
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On 5 J u l y , o f the s a m e y e a r , s h e a p p e a r e d in c o u r t w i t h her 

compurgatrices ( Judi th w i f e o f J o h n C o w r t o o l , M a r g a r e t w i f e o f 

T h o m a s C a r t e r , A g n e s w i f e o f G e o r g e W a r n e r , A g n e s w i f e o f 

R o b e r t B r i e r l y , A g n e s wi fe o f R i c h a r d F l u d e , a n d E l i z a b e t h w i f e 

o f J o h n P r a t t — a l l o f M a l d o n ) . M a r g a r e t W i s e m a n then took o a t h 

t h a t s h e i s " a l t o g e t h e r g u y l t l e s s o f t he f ac te o f w i t c h c r a f t e a n d a l so 

o f a l l o c c a s i o n o f s u s p i c i o n o f w i t c h c r a f t e . " H e r s i x c o m p u r g a -

t r i ce s then m a d e o a t h tha t M a r g a r e t W i s e m a n h a t h s w o r n a j u s t 

a n d t rue o a t h , a n d tha t she " h a t h not g e v e n a n y c a u s e o f s u s p i c i o n 

o f w i t c h c r a f t e . " H e r p u r g a t i o n w a s then a d m i t t e d , a n d the tes t i -

m o n i a l o f i ts a c c e p t a n c e s i g n e d ; b u t t he j u d g e o f t he c o u r t s o l e m n l y 

a d m o n i s h e d he r t o be m o s t ca re fu l i n f u t u r e t o g i v e no c a u s e in a n y 

w a y for l i k e s u s p i c i o n . 

T h e r e a re m a n y o the r m a t t e r s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the a fo re sa id 

V i s i t a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g w h i c h en t r i e s a re found in t h e s e r e c o r d s ; 

a n d w h i c h re f lec t , i n a v e r y s t r i k i n g w a y , the v a r i o u s c h a n g e s o f 

t h o u g h t a n d op in ion i n c h u r c h affairs t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e c o u n t r y 

p a s s e d d u r i n g the p e r i o d s c o v e r e d by t h e m ; bu t l a c k o f s p a c e fo rb ids 

d e a l i n g w i t h t h e m n o w . I t m u s t suffice j u s t t o c o n c l u d e b y q u o t i n g 

a f e w e x t r a c t s w h i c h m a y s e r v e t o i l l u s t r a t e i n s o m e m e a s u r e t he 

e v e r y d a y l i fe a n d d o i n g s o f the peop l e , r e c o u n t e d n o w a n d a g a i n 

w i t h a q u a i n t n e s s o f h u m o u r , w h i c h s u g g e s t s t h e t h o u g h t tha t t he 

w r i t e r m u s t o c c a s i o n a l l y h a v e c h u c k l e d t o h i m s e l f a s h e p e n n e d t h e m , 

l i t t le t h i n k i n g tha t h e w a s w r i t i n g f ac t s b y w h i c h fu ture g e n e r a t i o n s 

w o u l d p i c t u r e t o t h e m s e l v e s the w o r l d i n w h i c h h e l i v e d , a n d fo rm 

the i r e s t i m a t e o f the m e n a n d w o m e n o f t he E s s e x o f h i s d a y . 

Court at Romford : 8 F e b r y 1 6 1 3 . 

S h e l l e y — S a m u e l C o v e r . 

A d v i s i n g e J a m e s W e s t w o o d i n the s e r m o n t y m e t o g o for the o f the 

C h u r c h in to the C h u r c h y a r d and t o tel l t he p r e a c h e r " t h a t h i s roast 

m e a t e d y d b u r n e , " w h e r e u p o n W e s t w o o d d y d d i s t u rbe the p r e a c h e r and 

c o n g r e g a t i o n i n s e r m o n t y m e . 

W h e t h e r t he p lan had the effect o f s h o r t e n i n g the d i s c o u r s e a s i t 
w a s p r o b a b l y i n t e n d e d t o do , m u s t b e left t o t he i m a g i n a t i o n , bu t 
o n t he 3 M a r c h f o l l o w i n g , the R e c t o r , J a m e s S t o w , s t a t e d tha t C o v e r 
w a s i n n o c e n t , a n d the fees w e r e pa id , v i z : t o t he c o u r t 12d . a n d to 
the a p p a r i t o r 4d. 

Court at Waldon : 25 M a y , 1620 ( L i b . x v . , fol . 128) . 

W a l d e n — A r o n i a m B a y l y . 

F o r r i n g i n g and t i n g i n g o f a p a n in d e v i n e S e r v i c e upon a S a b o t h D a y . 

A a r o n w a s e v i d e n t l y a b e e - k e e p e r , a n d e v e n t h o u g h i t w a s a 

S u n d a y , h e d id no t in tend t o lose t he p r o v e r b i a l " s w a r m i n M a y 

w o r t h t he load o f h a y , " a n d a c c o r d i n g l y " t a n g e d h i s b e e s , " t o 

e s t a b l i s h h i s r i g h t t o p u r s u e t h e m e v e n o n t o o t h e r p e o p l e ' s p r o p e r t y . 

T H E R E C O R D S O F T H E A R C H D E A C O N R I E S 



21 

Court in Capella de Romford: 1580. 

E a s t H a m — T h o m a s K i n g e . 

D e t e c t — f o r c o n t r a c t i n g h i m s e l f to th ree s e v e r a l w e m e n : M r s . P u l l i v e r ' s 

m a y d , G o o d m a n B a r r e t t ' s m a y d , O n y o n ' s d a u g h t e r . O n e o f these h e 

h a t h mar r i ed , and to the o t h e r s he ha th g i v e n m o n e y to be d i s c h a r g e d 

o f t h e m . 

T i s a l w a y s " b e s t t o b e off w i t h the o ld l o v e before y o u a re o n 

w i t h t he n e w . " T h e m a t r i m o n i a l affairs o f T h o m a s m u s t h a v e 

p r o v i d e d m u c h food for c o m m e n t a m o n g the l ad i e s o f E a s t H a m . 

Court at Colchester : 19 M a r c h , 1594. 
E a s t M e r s e a — T h e r e w e n t m a n y p a r i s h i o n e r s t o ca r t the s a m e S a b o t h 

D a y , to a w r e c k h a p p e n i n g a t sea . 

Court at Billerica : N o v b r 1596 ( L i b . x x x v i . , fol . 226). 

W e s t H a n n i n g f i e l d — G a r d s . 

T h e S t e p l e i s not r epa i r ed for the pa r i sh ione r s c a n n o t ag ree w h e t h e r i t 

i s t o be r e p a i r e d by e v e r y m a n ' s a b i l i t y , o r by e v e r y m a n ' s l ands , o r by 

e v e r y m a n ' s d e v o c i o n . 

T h e d i l e m m a w a s a s e r i o u s one , for t h o s e w h o c o n s i d e r e d t h e m -

s e l v e s p o o r w o u l d b e s u r e t o s a y " b y e v e r y m a n ' s a b i l i t y t o p a y " ; 

w h i l e t h o s e w h o h a d no l and w o u l d s a y " by e v e r y m a n ' s l and " ; 

w h i l e t h o s e w h o s e c h u r c h v i e w s w e r e u n c e r t a i n w o u l d s a y t h a t 

" d e v o t i o n to t he c h u r c h " s h o u l d repa i r the c h u r c h . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g e n t r y s h e w s h o w the a l i e n a t i o n o f c h u r c h p r o p e r t y 

of w h i c h the s t o r y of ou r c h u r c h i s so ful l , d a t e s b a c k to a pe r iod 

m u c h ea r l i e r t h a n i s g e n e r a l l y s u p p o s e d : 

Court at Brentwood : 1589 ( L i b . l x x v i i . , fol. 100). 

H o r n d o n — T h o m a s G o o d w i n . 

D e t e c t — f o r w i t h o l d i n g a n old B i b l e w h i c h b e l o n g e d t o the pa r i sh , and 

w i l l no t d e l i v e r in t h e s a m e . . A l l e g e d — h e h a t h a B i b l e w h i c h he 

b o u g h t o f one S h i p w r i g h t l a t e C h u r c h w a r d e n for vijs b u t he i s now dead . 

T h e b o o k i n q u e s t i o n w a s p r o b a b l y o n e o f the e a r l y c o p i e s o f t he 

b ib l e w h i c h h a d b e e n la id a s ide w h e n the order c a m e t o i n t r o d u c e 

in to e a c h c h u r c h the " B i b l e o f the l a r g e s t v o l u m e " ( C r a n m e r ' s 

ed i t ion ) , a n d t h u s , l i k e o t h e r f o r m s o f c h u r c h p r o p e r t y , had b e e n 

r e g a r d e d a s a c h u r c h w a r d e n ' s p e r q u i s i t e a n d so ld a w a y . 

I t h a s no t b e e n p o s s i b l e w i t h i n t he l i m i t s o f a s i n g l e a r t i c l e to do 

m o r e t han p r e s e n t j u s t a s u r f a c e v i e w o f t he w e a l t h o f h i s to r i c d a t a 

tha t l ie e n s h r i n e d w i t h i n t h e s e t i m e - w o r n v o l u m e s . B u t e n o u g h 

h a s b e e n sa id t o e n a b l e the r e a d e r t o r e a l i s e t h a t t h e y c o n t a i n 

m a t e r i a l w h i c h i s p r i c e l e s s t o the s t u d e n t o f p a r o c h i a l h i s to ry , a n d 

t o e n a b l e h i m a s h e c o n t e m p l a t e s the r a p i d l y - c h a n g i n g f ea tu res 

t ha t a re e v i d e n t on a l l s i d e s i n the E s s e x o f t o - d a y , t o r e c o n s t r u c t 

f rom t h e s e o ld r e c o r d s a no t unfa i th fu l p i c t u r e of the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l , 

s o c i a l , a n d i n d u s t r i a l life o f t h e E s s e x o f the p a s t . 
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