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T H E f o r e g o i n g p a p e r i s o n e o f g r e a t in te res t t o C o l c e s t r i a n s , a n d 

h a v i n g m a d e ce r t a in no t e s b e a r i n g o n i t s s u b j e c t m a t t e r f rom the 

C a r t u l a r y o f S t . J o h n ' s A b b e y , 1 I am e n c o u r a g e d t o pr in t t h e m a t 

D r . R o u n d ' s s u g g e s t i o n . T h e c a r t u l a r y c o n t a i n s s o m u c h infor-

m a t i o n as to p e o p l e o f pos i t i on in the v i c i n i t y o f C o l c h e s t e r , and 

i n o the r p l a c e s c o n n e c t e d w i t h the a b b e y , tha t o n e feels h o w m u c h 

m o r e v a l u a b l e i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n w i t h a g o o d index nominum, in 

add i t ion to i ts v e r y s a t i s f ac to ry index locorum. 

W i t h r e g a r d t o the ea r l i e s t t enan t o f the H a y m e s o k n e , a s M o r a n t 2 

s a y s i t w a s s t y l e d , I d o u b t i f i t i s safe to a t t e m p t a n y ident i f ica t ion 

o f W i l l i a m , fa ther o f B e n e d i c t , w h o s e n a m e s t ands first on t he 

p e d i g r e e — c e r t a i n l y his p r edeces so r m u s t r e m a i n u n k n o w n . 

T h e r e are , indeed , s e v e r a l W i l l i a m s a m o n g the w i t n e s s e s t o the 

ea r l i e r c h a r t e r s , o f w h o m W i l l i a m fil B r u n 3 i s t h e ear l ies t . A d a m , 

N i c h o l a s , a n d G i l b e r t , 4 t he s o n s o f B r u n , w e r e p r o m i n e n t b u r g e s s e s 

i n the m i d d l e o f t he t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , c h a r g e d in 1 1 7 3 w i t h r e p a r a -

t ions to t he t o w n w a l l s . I t w o u l d , p e r h a p s , be too far fe tched to 

s ee i n B r u n the d i s p o s s e s s e d o w n e r o f m a n o r s i n L a w l i n g a n d 

T o l l e s h u n t , r e c o r d e d i n D o m e s d a y . 5 

W i l l i a m fil. B r u n w a s , h o w e v e r , c e r t a i n l y c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s w i t h 

B e n e d i c t , so i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t ha t i t w a s to h i m tha t B i s h o p 

R i c h a r d d e B e a l m e s g r a n t e d the s o k e before 1 1 2 8 , t he y e a r o f his 

d e a t h . 

A c h a r t e r o f H a m o de S t . C l a r e , i n w h i c h a l so th is n a m e o c c u r s , 

i s da t ed 1 1 3 7 , a n d i s v e r y c l o s e in pos i t i on to a n o t h e r cha r t e r , 

g r a n t e d b y H u b e r t d e S t . C l a r e , H a m o ' s son , i n w h i c h the n a m e o f 

W i l l i a m the c h a p l a i n (capellanus) o c c u r s , in con junc t ion w i t h s o m e 

o f the w i t n e s s e s o f the f o r m e r deed . T h i s w a s ear l ie r than 1 1 5 4 , a s 

t he dona t i on o f L e x d e n mi l l m a d e the re in w a s conf i rmed b y K i n g 

S t e p h e n . W i l l i a m the c l e rk (clericus) o c c u r s a l i t t le fur ther on , in 

1 Cartularium Monasterii S. Johannis Baptiste de Colecestria, R o x b u r g h C l u b , 1897 ( p r i v a t e l y 

p r i n t e d ) . 

2 A p p e n d i x to B o o k I . p. 32. 

3 Op. til. 156. 

* M a d o x , History 0f the Exchequer, p. 387. 

5 V.C.H. Essex, v o l . i. 491, 530. 
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connec t ion w i t h a g r a n t a t W i v e n h o e . In a fur ther c h a r t e r 1 we find 

W i l l i a m ' s three b ro the r s , G i l b e r t , A d a m , a n d N i c h o l a s , a t t e s t i n g a 

cha r t e r w h i c h r e c o r d s the gif t o f Ca t s f i e ld , m a d e b y W i l l i a m 

" q u a n d o ipse s u s c e p t u s e s t a d m o n a c h u m . " 

T h i s cha r t e r , w i t h i ts r e fe rence to burgagio Colcestrie, a n d i ts 

a t tes ta t ion by T h o m a s ( rura l ) dean o f C o l c h e s t e r , i s in te res t ing , a s 

i nd ica t ing the a n t i q u i t y o f ou r m u n i c i p a l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ins t i tu -

t ions. S o m e w h a t l a te r w e h a v e W i l l e l m u s c l e r i c u s , n e p o s d o m i n i 

W i l l e l m i d e L a n u a l e i , o t h e r w i s e W i l l i a m d e L a n v a l l e i , the c l e r k , 

but he c a n h a r d l y be the s a m e pe r son , t h o u g h he i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

the loca l i t y t h r o u g h the g r a n t of a m e s s u a g e a n d g a r d e n a t the 

B a l k e r n e . 

W h e n w e l e a v e W i l l i a m , a n d tu rn t o h i s son a n d heir , B e n e d i c t , 

w e are o n f i rmer g r o u n d , t h o u g h , c u r i o u s l y e n o u g h , w e h a v e f e w 

direct r e f e r e n c e s to h i m . T h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i ng o f these i s t ha t to 

w h i c h I d r e w a t t en t ion s o m e e i g h t e e n y e a r s a g o , in a p a p e r on the 

C a r t u l a r y . 2 T h i s i s a c h a r t e r o f H a m o d e S t . C l a r e , o f w h o m w e 

hear n o t h i n g la te r than 1 1 4 7 , a t t e s t ed , a m o n g o the r s , b y W a l t e r 

H a n i g a n d B e n e d i c t , prepositi Colchestrie, i.e., bail iffs of C o l c h e s t e r . 

W i t h the p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n o f L e w i n a n d G o d w i n , e a c h s t y l e d 

" c o n s i l i o " i n D o m e s d a y , th i s i s o u r ea r l i e s t n o t i c e o f loca l ru le r s , 

and i t i s i n t e r e s t i ng to be a b l e to g i v e one of t h e m a loca l hab i t a t i on 

as w e l l a s a n a m e . T h i s i s p r a c t i c a l l y h i s o n l y a p p e a r a n c e in 

h is tory , for the f e w o ther c a s e s in w h i c h h i s n a m e o c c u r s i t i s a s 

B e n e d i c t o f C o l c h e s t e r , the fa ther o f W i l l i a m the c l e r k , a n d o f 

R e g i n a l d a n d G e o f f r e y his b ro the r s . 3 

A c h a r t e r 4 o f the t i m e o f the W e l s h a b b o t , W a l t e r , g i v e s us, 

a m o n g the l o c a l w i t n e s s e s , W i l l i a m clericus, a n d a s th i s m a y b e 

as la te as 1 1 8 2 , i t p o s s i b l y refers to W i l l i a m , son o f B e n e d i c t , the 

defendant in the c e l e b r a t e d su i t o f 1206 . 

A b o u t th is las t da t e w e g e t a n i n t e r e s t i ng n o t i c e o f " W i l l e l m u s 

persona e c c l e s i e S a n c t e M a r i e , " 5 w h i c h , a t a n y ra te , s u g g e s t s 

that he w a s an e a r l y p r o t o t y p e of a ' s q u a r s o n ' — l o r d of t he 

soke, rec tor and w o u l d - b e pa t ron o f the c h u r c h . M a y w e v e n t u r e 

to c a r r y t he c o n j e c t u r e a s t e p fur ther , a n d to see in R a d u l f , son 

of W i l l i a m the pr ies t , a bailiff, t o w a r d s the c l o s e of t he r e i g n of 

H e n r y I I I . , y e t a n o t h e r g e n e r a t i o n o f the f ami ly p l a y i n g a p r o m i -

nent part in his n a t i v e t o w n ? As a son of the m a n s e he w o u l d be 

kept in company by a son of Thomas the dean, and many another 

1 Op. cit. 190. 

' l " C o l c h e s t e r in the t w e l f t h and th i r t een th c e n t u r i e s , " Trans. Essex Arch. Soc, v o l v i i . , p. 119 . 

3 Op. cit. 307, 308. * Op. cit. 174. 4 Op. cit. 305. 
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fruit o f t h o s e q u a s i - m a t r i m o n i a l un ions , t hen so c u s t o m a r y , s a n c -

t i oned b y p u b l i c op in ion a n d c o n n i v e d a t b y the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

au tho r i t i e s . 

D r . R o u n d ' s s u g g e s t i o n tha t w e m a y see i n t he p rope r ty he ld a t 

t he p resen t d a y b y the G r a m m a r S c h o o l the ' c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e ' o f 

t he s o k e c a n o n l y b e ver i f ied i f w e m o v e i ts b o u n d a r y s o m e d i s t a n c e 

n o r t h w a r d , b u t t he re are s o m e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w h i c h m a y b e he ld t o 

jus t i fy th i s . T h e r e c t o r y g r o u n d s , w h i c h s u r e l y w e r e a l w a y s par t 

o f t he b i s h o p ' s soke , e x t e n d n o r t h w a r d a s far a s the r o a d w a y to the 

B a l k e r n e g a t e . N o w th i s r o a d w a y o r i g i n a l l y ran a s a c o n t i n u a t i o n 

o f H i g h S t r ee t , a n d the b o u n d a r y l ine b e t w e e n the pa r i she s o f S t . 

M a r y a n d S t . P e t e r s t a r t s f rom the m i d d l e o f H i g h S t r e e t a n d r u n s 

t h r o u g h the c e n t r e o f the g a t e w a y . I t is , t he re fo re , p o s s i b l e t ha t 

t h i s w a s o r i g i n a l l y S t . M a r y ' s l ane , a n d w o u l d g i v e the w h o l e o f t he 

w e s t s ide o f H e a d S t r e e t t o the s o k e , w i t h we l l -de f ined b o u n d a r i e s . 1 

W h e n e v e r the B a l k e r n e g a t e w a y w a s d i sused , i t i s o b v i o u s t he 

r o a d w a y w a s e x i s t i n g i n t he l a t e d a y s o f the S a x o n m o n a r c h y , w h e n 

the ea r l i e r p a r i s h e s w e r e d i v i d e d . 

I t i s , h o w e v e r , a l m o s t c e r t a i n t ha t the S t . M a r y L a n e o f 1206 i s 

t he p r e sen t C h u r c h S t r e e t N o r t h , s o tha t i n t ha t c a s e w e m u s t l ook 

for t he c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e e l s e w h e r e . I n 1 5 1 6 2 S i r John d e V e r e 

p u r c h a s e d " H e a d H o u s e , " w h i c h from i ts s i tua t ion w a s p r o b a b l y 

s i t u a t e d w h e r e M e s s r s . S e x t o n & G r i m w a d e ' s offices n o w are , f rom 

a w e a l t h y c l o t h m a k e r ' s h e i r e s s . In the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y i t w a s 

k n o w n a s " C o l c h e s t e r H o u s e , " a n d i t s f r on t age s u g g e s t s t ha t i t h a s 

a l w a y s b e e n o n e o f the p r i n c i p a l r e s i d e n c e s i n the t o w n . P o s s i b l y , 

h o w e v e r , a n o t h e r p u r c h a s e o f S i r J o h n de V e r e ' s , a d a y la ter , on 

22nd S e p t e m b e r , 1 5 1 6 , o f a r e s i d e n c e b e l o n g i n g to R i c h a r d A n t h o n y , 

M . P . for C o l c h e s t e r , w h i c h s tood o n the s i te o f t he h o u s e a n d 

g r o u n d s , t o the ea s t o f S t . M a r y ' s c h u r c h y a r d , l o n g o c c u p i e d b y the 

I n g l i s f a m i l y , m a y i n d i c a t e the s o m e t i m e d e m e n s e m a n s i o n o f the 

L o r d B i s h o p o f L o n d o n . 

Be tha t a s i t m a y , t he s o k e h a s a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n , a s M o r a n t 

s h o w s , w i t h p r o m i n e n t C o l c e s t r i a n s . 

In 1 3 1 7 i t b e l o n g e d to John de C o l c h e s t e r , r ec to r o f T e n d r i n g , t he 

mun i f i c i en t founder of a c h a n t r y , and a c e n t u r y la ter to T h o m a s 

F r a u n c e y s , ba i l i f f a n d M . P . for C o l c h e s t e r , w h i l e i ts l as t a p p e a r a n c e 

i s i n the r e i g n o f H e n r y V I I I . , a s no ted a b o v e . 

A n o t h e r n o t a b l e bene fac to r o f the t o w n , J o s e p h E l i a n o r e , M . P . 

1 T h e w h o l e a r ea w o u l d b e a b o u t 8 1 / 4 a c r e s , a l m o s t b i s e c t e d b y the lane , w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d s 

s o m e w h a t to the D o m e s d a y en t ry , i.e., t h e 14 h o u s e s plus 4 a c r e s . 

2 B e n h a m Colchester Red Paper Book, p. 76 . 
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and bailiff, w h o founded a r i c h l y e n d o w e d c h a n t r y in t he c h a p e l o f 

S t . T h o m a s the M a r t y r i n S t . M a r y ' s c h u r c h , o w n e d the l and b e t w e e n 

the r ec to ry g r o u n d s a n d H e a d S t r e e t i n 1 3 4 9 . H e d e s e r v e s c o m -

m e m o r a t i o n a m o n g the p i o u s b e n e f a c t o r s o f t he G r a m m a r S c h o o l , 

w h i c h d e r i v e s par t o f i ts e n d o w m e n t from the l a r g e h o u s e f a c i n g 

H i g h S t ree t , n o w o c c u p i e d b y M e s s r s . S t e a d & S i m p s o n and M e s s r s . 

O l i v e r & P a r k e r — i n M o r a n t ' s clay s t y l e d the " O l d T h r e e C r o w n s 

I n n . " 

I t i s a not in f requen t c u s t o m n o w a d a y s to c h r o n i c l e l i n k s w i t h 

the pas t . B e n e d i c t , the bailiff, m a y w e l l h a v e formed the c o n n e c t i n g 

l ink t h r o u g h w h o m m e m o r i e s o f the N o r m a n c o n q u e s t f i l tered o n t o 

his g r andson , w h o p o s s i b l y s a w the c a l l i n g o f the first E n g l i s h 

pa r l i amen t . Jus t a s a t the p r e s e n t d a y , th ree l i v e s m a y c a r r y u s 

b a c k to Q u e e n A n n e , so in the t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , for t hose a t a n y 

rate w h o w e r e i n t o u c h w i t h the m o n a s t i c c h r o n i c l e r s , a s B e n e d i c t 

and his c o m p a n i o n s a n d thei r g r a n d - c h i l d r e n m a y h a v e been , 

D o m e s d a y a n d the a n a r c h y u n d e r S t e p h e n , t he c r u s a d e s a n d the 

loss o f N o r m a n d y , the g r e a t C h a r t e r , the c o m i n g o f t he F r i a r s , and 

the c a l l i n g o f P a r l i a m e n t i n d i c a t e c h a n g e s a s i m p o r t a n t i n t he 

po l i t i ca l , r e l i g i o u s a n d soc ia l life o f the p e o p l e a s a n y tha t h a v e 

m a r k e d the las t t w o cen tu r i e s . 


