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N U M E R O U S d i s c o v e r i e s o f a n c i e n t b r o n z e h a v e b e e n m a d e from t ime 

t o t i m e t h r o u g h o u t E s s e x , b u t f e w a c c o u n t s o f w h a t h a s been 

b r o u g h t t o l igh t h a v e been p l a c e d o n r eco rd . F i n d s o f b r o n z e are 

no t c o m m o n p l a c e , a n d i t i s t o be r e g r e t t e d tha t s e v e r a l o f s o m e 

i m p o r t a n c e h a v e b e c o m e s c a t t e r e d a n d c a n n o t b e t r aced . A s l i t t le o r 

n o r e c o r d o f these d i s c o v e r i e s h a s b e e n p r e s e r v e d , m a n y fac ts 

r e l a t i n g t o the art a n d i n d u s t r y o f the B r i t i s h B r o n z e A g e h a v e 

u n d o u b t e d l y b e e n los t . 

S o m e n o t e s upon b r o n z e i m p l e m e n t s a n d w e a p o n s found i n E s s e x , 

a n d n o w p r e s e r v e d in t he C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m , then I t rus t w i l l be 

a c c e p t a b l e as a c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e s e Transactions. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

I s o l a t e d i m p l e m e n t s a n d w e a p o n s h a v e o c c a s i o n a l l y b e e n found, 

b u t i t i s m a i n l y d u e to t he h o a r d s o f the f o u n d e r t ha t we a re i ndeb t ed 

for finds o f a n c i e n t b r o n z e . T h e s e h o a r d s a re the m o s t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

o f t he t r a c e s w h i c h h a v e been lef t b y the b r o n z e - u s i n g p e o p l e . 

F r o m the i r d i s t r i b u t i o n t h e y g i v e s o m e ind i ca t i on o f the diffusion o f 

b r o n z e a g e c o m m u n i t i e s a n d o f t h e a c t i v i t y a n d e x t e n t o f b r o n z e 

a g e c o m m e r c e , and the b r o n z e w h i c h t h e y c o n t a i n f u r n i s h e s v a l u a b l e 

e v i d e n c e a s to the w o r k i n g o f m e t a l i n a n c i e n t t i m e s . S o m e o f 

t h e m m a y h a v e b e e n the p r o p e r t y o f m e r c h a n t s r a the r t han founder s , 

o r p e r s o n a l depos i t s o f t he pe r iod . B u t w h e n w e d i s c o v e r r o u g h 

m a s s e s o f m e t a l a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b r o k e n a n d w o r n - o u t too l s a n d 

w e a p o n s , a n d i n s o m e i n s t a n c e s b r o n z e m o u l d s , t he re c a n b e l i t t le 

d o u b t tha t t he depos i t b e l o n g e d t o s o m e founder . 

T h e r e i s g r e a t v a r i e t y i n the h u n d r e d s o f b r o n z e i m p l e m e n t s a n d 

w e a p o n s tha t h a v e been d i s c o v e r e d t h r o u g h o u t B r i t a i n , e i ther i n 

h o a r d s o r s ca t t e r ed o v e r t he s u r f a c e . B u t i n the b a r r o w s ra i sed b y 

the b r o n z e - u s i n g r a c e s a v e r y s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n o f t y p e s h a s e v e r 

b e e n f o u n d . T h o s e tha t h a v e o c c u r r e d , e i the r i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

i n t e r m e n t s , o r l y i n g a p a r t i n t he m a t e r i a l o f the m o u n d , a r e c o m -

pr i sed u n d e r t he h e a d o f t he f l a t a x e , t he k n i f e - d a g g e r , a n d the a w l . 

T a n g e d s p e a r s , s w o r d s a n d s o c k e t e d s p e a r h e a d s , p a l s t a v e s , w i n g e d 
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and s o c k e t e d a x e s , g o u g e s a n d h a m m e r s a r e c o n s p i c u o u s l y a b s e n t , 

a n d i n g e n e r a l a r e t y p e s found i n h o a r d s o f b r o n z e . T h e la t te r 

r a r e l y fu rn i sh a n e x a m p l e w h i c h h a s been d i s c o v e r e d w i t h in te r -

m e n t s . T h e y s h o w tha t t a n g e d i m p l e m e n t s o f a n y k i n d a re r a r e ly 

found w i t h s o c k e t e d a x e s ; t ha t f l anged a x e s and p a l s t a v e s s o m e t i m e s 

o c c u r t o g e t h e r , b u t m o r e often p a l s t a v e s a re found w i t h s o c k e t e d 

a x e s ; a n d tha t r o u g h m a s s e s o f m e t a l a re g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

h o a r d s i n w h i c h s o c k e t e d a x e s a re found . I t i s c o n c l u d e d tha t the 

b a r r o w s o f B r i t a i n b e l o n g to a pe r iod before b r o n z e h a d en t i r e ly 

s u p e r s e d e d s tone , a n d tha t the B r i t i s h B r o n z e A g e m a y b e d i v i d e d 

in to th ree p e r i o d s : 

(i.) The Period of the Barrows, c h a r a c t e r i s e d by p r i m i t i v e 

f o r m s , s u c h a s f l a t a x e s a n d k n i f e - d a g g e r s , f r equen t ly found 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i m p l e m e n t s a n d w e a p o n s o f s t o n e i n b a r r o w s 

a n d b u r i a l m o u n d s . 

(ii.) The Period of the Flanged Axe and Tanged Spear, r ep re -

s en t ed b y s u c h t y p e s a n d r a the r b e t t e r b y c o n t e m p o r a r y p o t t e r y . 

(i i i .) The Period of the Bronze Founder, c h a r a c t e r i s e d by the 

h o a r d s o f b r o n z e w h i c h h a v e b e e n left b e h i n d , i n w h i c h s w o r d s 

a n d s o c k e t e d a x e s a n d s p e a r h e a d s a re p r i n c i p a l a n d m o r e o r 

l e s s c o n t e m p o r a r y t y p e s . 

T o the to ta l d u r a t i o n o f the B r o n z e A g e i n B r i t a i n s o m e four teen 

c e n t u r i e s o r m o r e h a v e been a s s i g n e d . T h e u se o f b r o n z e i n al l 

p r o b a b i l i t y c o m m e n c e d he re circa B . C . 1800, or ea r l i e r , a n d B . C . 400 

s e e m s t o b e a n a p p r o x i m a t e d a t e for the c l o s e o f the pe r iod . T h e 

t rans i t ion f rom b r o n z e to i ron w a s a g r a d u a l o n e , a n d w e a p o n s to 

s o m e e x t e n t , a n d o r n a m e n t s m o r e l a r g e l y , w e r e m a d e o f b r o n z e l o n g 

after the i n t r o d u c t i o n of i ron . 

F r o m the g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f t he b r o n z e found in the c o u n t y i t 

s e e m s t h a t E s s e x r e t a ined i t s N e o l i t h i c in f luences un t i l a c o m -

p a r a t i v e l y l a t e da t e , a n d tha t the pe r iod c o n t e m p o r a r y w i t h b a r r o w s 

and b u r i a l m o u n d s w a s o f shor t d u r a t i o n . T h e g r e a t e r p ropor t i on 

o f t he b r o n z e u n q u e s t i o n a b l y b e l o n g s to a t i m e w h e n the a r t o f 

b r o n z e found ing w a s u n i v e r s a l , a n d w h e n s o c k e t e d a x e s w e r e u s e d , 

and l e a f - s h a p e d s w o r d s a n d s p e a r h e a d s o f b r o n z e w e r e ca r r i ed b y 

the p e o p l e . F o u n d e r s ' h o a r d s w h i c h h a v e been d i s c o v e r e d tes t i fy 

tha t a t the t i m e t h e s e d e p o s i t s w e r e m a d e b r o n z e f o u n d i n g i n 

B r i t a i n h a d r e a c h e d a h i g h d e g r e e o f d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e i r s o c k e t e d 

a x e s a n d s p e a r h e a d s , a n d the i r s w o r d s , a re g r a c e f u l l y p r o p o r t i o n e d 

a n d w e l l c a s t , a n d w o u l d do c red i t t o the m o s t sk i l fu l founder o f 

m o d e r n t i m e s . S o m e a re i n the s t a t e i n w h i c h t h e y c a m e from the 

m o u l d , a n d s t i l l r e ta in t he r u n n e r s a n d h a v e the r o u g h e d g e s 
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u n t r i m m e d . O t h e r s a re m o r e h i g h l y f in ished a n d c o n t r a s t w i t h the 

a c c u m u l a t i o n o f f r a g m e n t s , a n d b r o k e n a n d w o r n - o u t too l s a n d 

w e a p o n s , c o l l e c t e d b y the founder and d e s t i n e d t o b e r e c a s t . 

B A R K I N G C R E E K . 

2 2 0 1 . H . 1 S o c k e t e d A x e , l eng th 4 . 4 i n c h e s , found nea r B a r k i n g C r e e k . S q u a r e 
in sec t ion and m o u l d e d a t top , and w i t h a s ing le ra ised pe l l e t on e a c h face . T h e 
s o c k e t i s c h o k e d w i t h f r agmen t s of b r o n z e set in a m a t r i x of pa t ina , and s u g g e s t s 
that the a x e fo rmed par t of a hoa rd . A s i m i l a r e x a m p l e , w i t h t w o ra ised pe l l e t s , 
w a s found w i t h a h o a r d o f b r o n z e a t H i g h R o d i n g , E s s e x ( E v a n s , 2 f ig. 122) . 
R e c e i v e d i n e x c h a n g e , 1 9 1 1 . 

B E R E C H U R C H . 

1612 . 08. S o c k e t e d A x e o f the o r d i n a r y t ype , l eng th 3 . 1 i n c h e s , found a t B e r e -

c h u r c h . C o n s i d e r a b l y b a t t e r e d and a p p a r e n t l y a d e f e c t i v e c a s t i n g . F r o m the 

C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

B R A I N T R E E . 

3200 . 15 S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 3 . 9 i n c h e s , found near B r a i n t r e e . S q u a r e in 

sec t ion and m o u l d e d a t top , and w i t h the l oop i m p e r f e c t . On the s ides the 

c u r v e d w i n g s o f the p a l s t a v e t y p e s u r v i v e a s d e c o r a t i o n . S i m i l a r t o an a x e from 

the h o a r d found a t H i g h R o d i n g , E s s e x ( E v a n s , f ig. 110 ) . P r e s e n t e d b y R e v . 

J . W . K e n w o r t h y , 1 9 1 5 . 

3200 . 15. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 2 . 8 i n c h e s , found nea r B r a i n t r e e . O v a l i n 

s ec t ion , w i t h t r ip le m o u l d i n g b e l o w the b r i m o f the e x p a n d e d m o u t h . C o n -

s i d e r a b l y ba t t e r ed a t the c u t t i n g e d g e . S i m i l a r to an a x e found a t Be l f a s t , in 

I r e l a n d ( E v a n s , fig. 169). P r e s e n t e d by R e v . J . VV. K e n w o r t h y , 1 9 1 5 . 

3353 . 15 S m a l l k n i f e - d a g g e r o f b r o n z e , l e n g t h 4 . 0 i n c h e s , found i n R a y n e 
R o a d , B r a i n t r e e . T h e b l a d e i s c o n s i d e r a b l y w o r n and c o r r o d e d , and h a s the 
b r o a d f la t base pe r fo ra ted for t w o r ive t s . A s i m i l a r e x a m p l e w a s found wi th a 
c o n t r a c t e d i n t e rmen t in a b a r r o w a t H e l p e r t h o r p e , Y o r k s h i r e ( E v a n s , f ig. 280). 
P r e s e n t e d b y M r s . J . W . K e n w o r t h y , 1 9 1 5 . 

C H E L M S F O R D . 

P.C. 1874 P a l s t a v e , l eng th 6 . 8 i n c h e s , found a t C h e l m s f o r d , 1837. S p a t u l a t e 
in fo rm and p r o v i d e d w i t h loop. M u c h the s a m e d e c o r a t i o n a s an axe found a t 
O l d b u r y H i l l , H e r e f o r d s h i r e ( E v a n s , f i g . 78). A c t o n C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

C O L C H E S T E R 

P.C. 1887. S o c k e t e d A x e of the o r d i n a r y t ype , l eng th 2 . 8 inches , found in the 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f C o l c h e s t e r . S l i g h t l y m u t i l a t e d and ba t t e r ed . P r e s e n t e d b y 

M r . G e o r g e Jos l in , ante 1863. (See Catalogue of the Antiquities in the Colchester 

Museum, 1863, N o . 236.) 

890 05. S o c k e t e d A x e of the o r d i n a r y t ype , l e n g t h 3 . 3 i n c h e s , found a t the 

H y t h e , C o l c h e s t e r . P r e s e n t e d b y M r . A . G . W h e e l e r , 1905. 

Jarmin Collection U p p e r por t ion of a p a l s t a v e , w i t h l oop b r o k e n , found at 
C o l c h e s t e r . J a r m i n C o l l e c t i o n , 1892. 

1 A c c e s s i o n N o . , C o l c h e s t e r C o r p o r a t i o n M u s e u m . P . C . r e fe r s to P r i c e ' s Catalogue o f 

A ntiquit ies , 1884. 
2 E v a n s , Ancient Bronze Implements, Weapons and Ornaments of Great Britain and Ireland, 

1881. 
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D O V E R C O U R T . 

2 3 4 7 . 1 1 H o a r d o f B r o n z e S o c k e t e d A x e s found nea r D o v e r c o u r t , 1 9 1 1 . 

A c q u i r e d b y p u r c h a s e , 1 9 1 1 . 

T h e h o a r d c o m p r i s e s f i f t e e n s o c k e t e d a x e s i n f i n e p r e s e r v a t i o n 

a n d r a n g i n g i n l e n g t h from 4 . 4 t o 3 . 5 i n c h e s . T h r e e o f the a x e s a r e 

o c t a g o n a l i n s e c t i o n , s i m i l a r t o an e x a m p l e found a t W a l l i n g f o r d , 

B e r k s h i r e ( E v a n s , f i g . 150) , a n d o n e o f t h e s e , l e n g t h 3 . 7 i n c h e s , h a s 

the b l a d e c o n s i d e r a b l y r e c u r v e d . T h r e e o t h e r s , l e n g t h 4 . 0 i n c h e s , 

a re s q u a r e in s e c t i o n a n d d e c o r a t e d on e a c h f a c e w i t h th ree ra i sed 

r i b s . A n o t h e r , l e n g t h 3 . 5 i n c h e s , i s s q u a r e i n s ec t ion a n d d e c o r a t e d 

w i t h a s i n g l e ra i sed pe l le t b e n e a t h t he m o u l d i n g r o u n d the s o c k e t . 

T h e r e m a i n d e r a r e o f the o r d i n a r y t y p e , w i t h s o c k e t s s q u a r e o r 

c i r c u l a r i n sec t ion , a n d the b l a d e s in s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s s p a t u l a t e o r 

r e c u r v e d . P o r t i o n s o f an e a r t h e n v e s s e l found nea r the h o a r d h a v e 

b e e n p i e c e d t o g e t h e r a n d pa r t l y r e s to red to form the g r e a t e r por t ion 

of a po t w i t h h o r i z o n t a l l y p i e r ced l u g s . 

E P P I N G F O R E S T . 

3125 14 P a l s t a v e , l eng th 6 . 0 i n c h e s , found in E p p i n g F o r e s t . F i n e and we l l 

p r e s e r v e d s p e c i m e n , w i t h o u t loop . D e c o r a t e d b e l o w the s top - r idge w i t h a s e m i -

e l l i p t i c a l o r n a m e n t a n d ve r t i c a l r ib . A s imi l a r e x a m p l e w a s found a t H a r s t o n , 

nea r C a m b r i d g e ( E v a n s , f i g . 60). D e p o s i t e d o n loan b y M r . W . C . W e l l s , 1 9 1 4 . 

E S S E X ( loca l i t y u n k n o w n ) . 

P.C. 1869. L e a f - s h a p e d S p e a r h e a d , l e n g t h 9 . 0 i n c h e s , found in E s s e x . W i t h 

loops a t the b a s e o f the b l a d e c o n n e c t i n g the la t te r w i t h the socke t . S i m i l a r to 

one found w i t h b r o n z e a t S t i b b a r d , N o r f o l k ( E v a n s , f ig . 407), bu t w i th a s o m e -

w h a t r ounded m i d r i b t o the b l ade . I m p e r f e c t and b roken a c r o s s the b l a d e . 

A c t o n C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

P.C. 1873 B a y o n e t - l i k e B l a d e , l eng th 1 4 . 1 i n c h e s , found in E s s e x . T h e 

b l a d e i s n a r r o w and t a p e r e d to a f ine po in t , and a t the b a s e i s e x p a n d e d and 

per fora ted for t w o b r o n z e r i v e t s , w h i c h st i l l r e m a i n . S i m i l a r to an example 

found a t Coveney , C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ( E v a n s , fig. 313) , bu t w i t h a m i d r i b r a t h e r 

l ike that o f one from the T h a m e s , near L o n d o n ( E v a n s , f i g 314 ) A c t o n 
C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

P.C. 1875, 1876. T w o S o c k e t e d A x e s found t o g e t h e r i n E s s e x . B o t h a re 
s q u a r e in sec t ion and a re d e c o r a t e d on e a c h face w i t h ra i sed pa ra l l e l r ibs , the 
e x t r e m e ones a t the e d g e s o f the socke t . O n e , l eng th 3 . 9 inches , h a s four r ib s 
w h i c h s tar t f rom the m o u l d e d t op and d ie in to the face o f the b l a d e . On one 
face the e x t r e m e r ibs a r e ind i s t inc t . A s imi l a r e x a m p l e , w i t h three r ibs , w a s 
found i n the F e n s nea r B a r r i n g t o n , C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ( E v a n s , f i g . 125) . T h e o the r , 
l eng th 5 . 1 i n c h e s , h a s f ive r ib s e n d i n g in f l a t t ened pel le ts , s i m i l a r to the a x e 
found a t F o r n h a m , n e a r B u r y S t . E d m u n d s ( E v a n s , f i g . 133) . I t i s in te res t ing 
in having the remains of a wooden handle attached to the sides of the socket. 
Presented by Mr. Jas. A. Tabor, ante 1863. (See Catalogue 0f the Antiquities in 

the Colchester Museum, 1863, No 210.) 
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P.C. 1879. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 3.8 i n c h e s , found in E s s e x . T h e socke t i s 

o v a l i n s ec t ion and e x p a n d e d a t the m o u t h . S i m i l a r s p e c i m e n s h a v e been found 

a t C a s t l e H i l l . U s k , M o n m o u t h s h i r e ( E v a n s , f ig . 1 1 9 ) , a n d i n I r e l and ( E v a n s , 

f i g . 167) . A c t o n C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

P.C. 1880. P a l s t a v e , l e n g t h 6 . 0 inches , found in E s s e x . W i t h l oop and w i t h 

a s h i e l d - s h a p e d d e c o r a t i o n c ons i s t i ng o f t w o t r i angu l a r dep re s s ions b e l o w the 

s t o p - r i d g e . A s imi l a r e x a m p l e w a s found in the n e i g h b o u r h o o d of E l y ( E v a n s , 

f i g . 8 1 ) . A c t o n C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

P.C. 1885. S o c k e t e d A x e of the o rd ina ry t y p e , l e n g t h 3 . 0 i n c h e s , found in 

E s s e x . A c t o n C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

P.C. 1886. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 3 .0 i n c h e s , found in E s s e x . D e c o r a t e d w i t h 

t h r ee ra i sed r ib s o n e a c h f ace . A c t o n C o l l e c t i o n , 1862. 

180 96. T w o l u m p s of me ta l f rom h o a r d s o f b r o n z e found in different p a r t s 

of E s s e x . Proc. Soc. Antiq., 1896, S e c . S e r . , v o l . x v i . , p . 96. T h e h o a r d s to 

w h i c h these l u m p s b e l o n g e d h a v e u n q u e s t i o n a b l y b e c o m e sca t t e r ed and lost . 

A c q u i r e d b y p u r c h a s e , 1896. 

G R A Y S . 

2491 12. S m a l l B r o n z e F o u n d e r ' s H o a r d d i s c o v e r e d a t B e l m o n t P a r k , G r a y s , 

1 9 1 1 . D e p o s i t e d o n loan b y M r . W . C . W e l l s , 1 9 1 2 . 

T h e h o a r d c o m p r i s e s t h ree s o c k e t e d a x e s , a s o c k e t e d g o u g e , 

l e n g t h 3 . 3 i n c h e s , a n d n ine l u m p s o f m e t a l . T w o o f the a x e s a re 

o f the o r d i n a r y t y p e a n d q u i t e p la in , one s q u a r e i n s ec t i on , l e n g t h 

4 . 0 i n c h e s , a n d the o the r c i r c u l a r i n s e c t i o n , l e n g t h 3 . 6 i n c h e s . T h e 

r e m a i n i n g a x e h a s los t i ts c u t t i n g e d g e a n d h a s a s i n g l e ra i sed 

pe l le t on e a c h face b e n e a t h t he m o u l d i n g r o u n d the m o u t h o f the 

s o c k e t . 

4282-4283 . 22. T w o P a l s t a v e s , w i t h o u t loops , found t o g e t h e r n e a r G r a y s , 

a b o u t 1870. O n e , l eng th 6 . 5 i n c h e s , s h o w s t r aces o f a v e r t i c a l r i b on e a c h face 

b e l o w the s top - r idge . T h e o the r , l eng th 6 . 4 inches , s h o w s a s emi -e l l i p t i ca l 

o r n a m e n t a s d e c o r a t i o n . B o t h a r e v e r y m u c h cor roded w i t h w a r t y p a t i n a . 

D e p o s i t e d o n l oan b y M r . C h a r l e s H . B u t c h e r , 1922. 

G R A Y S T H U R R O C K . 

2362 . 11. L a r g e H o a r d o f A n c i e n t B r o n z e d i s c o v e r e d a t G r a y s T h u r r o c k , 1906. 

Antiquaries Journal, 1922, v o l . i i . , p . 105 . D e p o s i t e d on loan by M r . W. C . W e l l s , 

1 9 1 1 . 

T h e h o a r d w a s found i n a c a v i t y o f the c h a l k a n d s e e m s t o be t h e 

l a r g e s t a n d m o s t r e m a r k a b l e f i n d o f b r o n z e w h i c h h a s b e e n u n e a r t h e d 

i n t he c o u n t y . I t c o m p r i s e s s o m e 298 p i e c e s , a n d i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l 

f i n e i m p l e m e n t s a n d w e a p o n s , n u m e r o u s f r a g m e n t s o f o the r s b r o k e n 

a n d w o r n - o u t a n d c o l l e c t e d a s w a s t e m e t a l , l u m p s o f c o p p e r a n d 

b r o n z e , w a s t e p i e c e s a n d i m p e r f e c t c a s t i n g s , a n d por t ion o f a b r o n z e 

m o u l d for c a s t i n g s o c k e t e d a x e s . T h e b r o n z e i s d e s c r i b e d a n d 

i l l u s t r a t ed in the Antiquaries Journal. 
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G R E A T T E Y . 

1612 .08. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 4 . 3 i n c h e s , found i n B o g l a n d F i e l d , G r e a t T e y . 
On one face o f the a x e i s a t h i ck ra i sed r i b , e x t e n d i n g a b o u t one i n c h b e l o w the 
m o u l d i n g . F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

G R E A T W A K E R I N G . 

4008 . 20 S o c k e t e d A x e , l eng th 3 . 8 i n c h e s , found a t G r e a t W a k e r i n g . S q u a r e 

i n sec t ion , and w i t h t races o f ra ised b e a d i n g b e l o w the m o u l d i n g . A c q u i r e d by 

p u r c h a s e , 1920. 

H A L S T E A D . 

P.C. 1895. L a r g e L u m p o f M e t a l found in the R e c r e a t i o n G r o u n d , H a l s t e a d . 

P r e s e n t e d by M r . M a n n i n g , ante 1884. 

H A T F I E L D B R O A D O A K . 

151 94. F i n e B r o n z e F o u n d e r ' s H o a r d d i s c o v e r e d a t M a t c h i n g B a r n e s , i n the 

par i sh of Ha t f i e ld B r o a d O a k , 1893. Trans., Essex Arch, Soc, 1896 (N.S . ) , v o l . v i . , 

p. 1 7 2 ; Proc. Soc. Antiq., S e c . S e r . , v o l . x v i . , p. 96 ; Essex Review, 1894, vol. iii., 

p. 273 ; Proc. Soc. Antiq., 1910 , S e c . Se r . , vo l . xx i i i . , p. 166. P r e s e n t e d to the 

E s s e x Archaeo log i ca l S o c i e t y b y L o r d R o o k w o o d , 1894. 

T h e h o a r d w a s f o u n d a t the s ide o f t he b r o o k , in a c a v i t y e x t e n d i n g 

a b o u t e i g h t e e n i n c h e s in to the b a n k , l ined w i t h a b l a c k e a r t h y 

m a t e r i a l s u b s e q u e n t l y p r o v e d to be the r e m a i n s o f a d e c a y e d ea r then 

v e s s e l . U n f o r t u n a t e l y o n l y a v e r y s m a l l po r t ion o f th i s l i n ing w a s 

p r e s e r v e d , b u t t he re i s suff icient to s h o w that i t w a s pa r t o f a b l a c k 

po t w i t h q u a r t z i n c o r p o r a t e d in to the c l a y o f w h i c h i t w a s m a d e . 

T h e h o a r d c o m p r i s e s a n u m b e r o f s o c k e t e d a x e s , s o m e s p e a r h e a d s , 

t w o l a r g e c a u l d r o n h a n d l e s w i t h c i r c u l a r r i n g s , po r t i ons o f a b r o n z e 

v e s s e l , a s o c k e t e d h a m m e r , a n d the u s u a l m a s s e s o f m e t a l . 

1 6 s o c k e t e d a x e s , l e n g t h s 4 . 5 t o 2 . 9 i n c h e s . 

14 i m p e r f e c t d i t to a n d f r a g m e n t s . 

1 s o c k e t e d h a m m e r , l e n g t h 1 . 8 i n c h e s . 

4 p i e c e s of the r i m of a b r o n z e v e s s e l . 

1 l ea f - shaped s p e a r h e a d , l e n g t h 7 . 3 i n c h e s . 

1 f r a g m e n t of a n o t h e r , s imi l a r . 

1 s p e a r h e a d o f u n u s u a l t y p e , l e n g t h 5 . 1 i n c h e s . 

2 c a u l d r o n h a n d l e s w i t h r i n g s , 3 . 5 i n c h e s d i a m e t e r . 

1 h o l l o w l o o p ( E v a n s , f ig . 4 9 3 ) . 

20 l u m p s o f c o p p e r a n d b r o n z e . 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f t he s o c k e t e d a x e s a r e o f t he usua l t y p e a n d 

a p p a r e n t l y p l a i n , b u t o n s o m e the ra i sed b e a d s r e p r e s e n t i n g the 

w i n g s o f the ear l ie r p a l s t a v e t y p e o c c u r a s a s u r v i v a l . M a n y are 

in a d e c a y e d c o n d i t i o n a n d s h o w s i g n s of c o n s i d e r a b l e use in a n c i e n t 

t i m e s . T w o o f t he m o r e pe r f ec t s p e c i m e n s , l e n g t h 3 . 4 i n c h e s , a r e 

a p p a r e n t l y f rom the s a m e m o u l d a n d r e s e m b l e the a x e found i n 

Wi l t sh i r e ( E v a n s , f i g . 1 1 2 ) . A n o t h e r , l e n g t h 3 . 5 i n c h e s , i s o f the 
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s a m e t y p e , bu t h a s the h o r i z o n t a l b e a d impe r f ec t . T h e four th a x e , 

l e n g t h 4 . 1 i n c h e s , h a s r a i sed b e a d s s i m i l a r to t ha t found in the 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f D o r c h e s t e r , O x o n ( E v a n s , f ig . I I I ) , bu t i n add i t ion 

h a s t w o ra i sed pe l l e t s b e t w e e n the b e a d s . T h e fifth a x e , l e n g t h 

3 . 1 i n c h e s , h a s t w o ra i sed pe l l e t s , s i m i l a r t o one found w i t h b r o n z e 

a t H i g h R o d i n g , E s s e x ( E v a n s , f i g . 122 ) . A n o t h e r , l eng th 2 . 9 

i n c h e s , h a s c u r v e d b e a d s e x t e n d i n g o v e r t he f aces a n d a l m o s t 

t o u c h i n g e a c h o the r , a n d the r e m a i n i n g ten , l e n g t h s 4 . 5 t o 3 . 1 i n c h e s , 

a re o f the o r d i n a r y t y p e . 

T h e f i r s t s p e a r h e a d a n d the f r a g m e n t o f the s e c o n d a re o f the 

u s u a l l ea f - shaped t y p e , a n d c l o s e l y r e s e m b l e s p e c i m e n s from t h e 

hoa rd d i s c o v e r e d a t R e a c h F e n , C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ( E v a n s , f i g . 390) . 

T h e third s p e c i m e n i s r a t h e r u n u s u a l i n t y p e . I t h a s a l l the f e a t u r e s 

o f th i s c l a s s o f w e a p o n , a n d s e e m s to c o n s t i t u t e an i n t e r e s t i n g l ink 

i n the d e v e l o p m e n t o f t he b a r b e d t y p e . T h e s o c k e t i s s o m e w h a t 

o v a l a n d l a rge in p ropor t i on and h a s a pa i r o f r i v e t h o l e s i m m e d i a t e l y 

b e l o w the e n d s o f the b l a d e w h i c h fo rm r u d i m e n t a r y b a r b s . T h e 

e d g e s o f t he b l a d e a re pa ra l l e l for s o m e d i s t a n c e , a n d b e t w e e n t h e m 

the s o c k e t i s o b l i t e r a t e d . 

T h e t w o l a r g e h a n d l e s w i t h c i r c u l a r r i n g s u n d o u b t e d l y b e l o n g e d 

to a f i ne b r o n z e v e s s e l o f s p h e r o i d a l form ( E v a n s , f i g . 5 1 0 ) . T h e y 

h a v e po r t i ons o f the o r ig ina l v e s s e l r e m a i n i n g , and the l u g s t h r o u g h 

w h i c h the r i n g s p a s s a re c o r r u g a t e d , i n one c a s e w i t h f ive r i d g e s a n d 

in the o the r w i t h s i x . T h e la t ter r i n g i s d i s t i nc t l y d i a m o n d - s h a p e d 

in s e c t i o n a n d un i fo rm in t h i c k n e s s , b u t the fo rmer h a s a sec t ion 

s o m e w h a t c i r c u l a r a n d i s r o u g h e r in i ts f in i sh . In p l a c e s i t i s c o n -

s i d e r a b l y t h i c k e r a n d s e e m s t o h a v e been r epa i r ed i n a n c i e n t t i m e s . 

T h e b r o n z e s o c k e t e d h a m m e r i s m o u l d e d a t the m o u t h o f the 

s o c k e t , a n d r e s e m b l e s o n e found w i t h b r o n z e i n the I s l e o f H a r t y , 

S h e p p e y ( E v a n s , f i g . 2 1 1 ) . T h e p i e c e s f rom the r i m o f t he b r o n z e 

v e s s e l a re d e c o r a t e d i n a s t y l e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the B r o n z e A g e w i t h 

a l t e rna t e h o r i z o n t a l a n d v e r t i c a l h a t c h i n g , a n d st i l l re ta in the b r o n z e 

r i v e t s b y w h i c h t h e y w e r e s e c u r e d . T h e r o u g h m a s s e s o f m e t a l a re 

o f the t y p e u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h o a r d s o f a n c i e n t b r o n z e , b u t 

s o m e of the p i e c e s h a v e a p e c u l i a r c o l o u r as the p a t i n a i s d i s s e m i n a t e d 

w i t h o x i d e o f t in a n d b l u e c a r b o n a t e o f c o p p e r . 

H A V E R I N G . 

4281 . 22. P a l s t a v e , l eng th 6 . 4 i n c h e s , f rom a hoa rd of p a l s t a v e s found nea r 
H a v e r i n g , abou t 1883. W i t h o u t l oop , but w i t h semi -e l l i p t i ca l o r n a m e n t and 
v e r t i c a l r i b b e l o w the s top- r idge , s i m i l a r to the e x a m p l e found a t H a r s t o n , near 
C a m b r i d g e ( E v a n s , fig 60). T h e s e p t u m b e t w e e n the f l anges i s g r o o v e d v e r t i c a l l y 
o n e a c h f ace . D e p o s i t e d o n loan b y M r . C h a r l e s H . B u t c h e r , 1922. 
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H I G H E A S T E R . 

712 .04. D i m i n u t i v e S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 2 . 3 i n c h e s , found a t G r e a t G a r n e t t s , 
H i g h Eas t e r . P r e s e n t e d b y M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y , F . L . S . , 1904. 

L E I G H . 

P.C. 1 8 8 9 - 1 8 9 4 . S m a l l B r o n z e F o u n d e r ' s H o a r d d i s c o v e r e d a t L e i g h . 

P resen ted to the E s s e x A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y by M r . H W. K i n g , ante 1884. 

T h e hoa rd c o m p r i s e s four r i ch ly pa t i na t ed s o c k e t e d a x e s , a l u m p 

of b r o n z e , and f r a g m e n t s o f a s o c k e t e d a x e , g o u g e , and l e a f - s h a p e d 

s p e a r h e a d . O n e o f the a x e s , l e n g t h 4 . 1 i n c h e s , i s s q u a r e i n s ec t ion 

a n d d e c o r a t e d w i t h ra i sed b e a d s s i m i l a r t o an a x e found in t he 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f D o r c h e s t e r , O x o n ( E v a n s , f ig . I I I ) , bu t i n 

addi t ion has a r a i sed pe l le t b e t w e e n the b e a d s j u s t b e l o w the 

m o u l d i n g . A n o t h e r , l e n g t h 4 . 3 i n c h e s , s q u a r e i n s e c t i o n a n d w i t h 

s i m i l a r r a i s ed b e a d s b u t n o pe l l e t , i s r o u g h c a s t a n d h a s t he s o c k e t 

c h o k e d w i t h f r a g m e n t s o f a s o c k e t e d a x e . T h e th i rd a x e , l e n g t h 

4 . 5 i n c h e s , s q u a r e i n s ec t ion a n d s i m i l a r l y d e c o r a t e d , i s r a the r 

r e m a r k a b l e for i ts h e a v y i n c r u s t a t i o n o f r ich g r e e n pa t ina . T h e 

r e m a i n i n g a x e , l e n g t h 3 . 3 i n c h e s , i s o f the o r d i n a r y t y p e , c i r c u l a r i n 

s ec t ion a n d q u i t e p l a in , a n d h a s t he s o c k e t c h o k e d w i t h f r a g m e n t s 

of a s p e a r h e a d . 

L I T T L E O A K L E Y . 

40 . 89 P o r t i o n o f a S o c k e t e d A x e " d i s c o v e r e d w i t h s e v e r a l o t h e r s " a t L i t t l e 

O a k l e y . P r e s e n t e d b y R e v . G e o . B u r m e s t e r , 1889. 

P L E S H E Y . 

1612.08. W i n g e d A x e , l e n g t h 5.3 i n c h e s , " f o u n d w i t h o t h e r s " a t P l e s h e y , 
ante 1892. W i t h loop , and w i t h the s ide w i n g s h a m m e r e d o v e r to fo rm a s emi -
c i r c u l a r s o c k e t on e i the r s ide of the b l a d e . A s imi l a r e x a m p l e w a s found w i t h a 
h o a r d o f b r o n z e a t C a r l t o n R o d e , Nor fo lk ( E v a n s , f i g . 85). F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n 
o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

1612 . 08. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 3 . 6 i n c h e s , found a t P l e s h e y , ante 1892. 

S q u a r e in sec t ion , and w i t h the o u t l i n e s o f the w i n g s o f the ea r l i e r p a l s t a v e t y p e 

s u r v i v i n g as t w o p ro j ec t i ng b e a d s e x t e n d i n g o v e r the s ides and faces . A s imi l a r 

e x a m p l e w a s found i n the n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f D o r c h e s t e r , O x o n ( E v a n s , f i g . I I I ) . 

F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

R I V E N H A L L . 

P.C. 1877, 1878. T w o S o c k e t e d A x e s found w i t h o t h e r s a t R i v e n h a l l . O n e , 
l e n g t h 4 . 2 i n c h e s , r e s e m b l e s the a x e found i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f D o r c h e s t e r , 
O x o n ( E v a n s , f ig. I I I ) . T h e o ther , l eng th 4 . 0 i n c h e s , i s o f the o r d i n a r y t y p e , 
s imi la r t o the e x a m p l e found w i t h b r o n z e a t R e a c h F e n , C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ( E v a n s , 
f ig. 1 1 6 ) . P r e s e n t e d by M r . G e o . C l a p h a m , 1846. (See Catalogue of the Antiquities 

in the Colchester Museum, 1863, N o . 223.) 

S H O E B U R Y . 

840 . 04 P o r t i o n o f a S o c k e t e d A x e , s o m e f r a g m e n t s o f b r o n z e m o u n t i n g w i t h 

r ive t s , and a n u m b e r o f l u m p s o f m e t a l found a t S h o e b u r y . A c q u i r e d by 

p u r c h a s e , 1904. 
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1612 . 08 S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 3 . 9 i n c h e s , found w i t h a h o a r d of b r o n z e a t 

S h o e b u r y , 1891 . S q u a r e i n sec t ion , and d e c o r a t e d w i t h four r a i sed r i b s 

e x t e n d i n g s o m e d i s t a n c e d o w n the f ace o f the b l a d e . S i m i l a r t o an a x e found a t 

F r e t t e n h a m , Nor fo lk ( E v a n s , fig. 129). F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n 

H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

2349 . 11. L a r g e L u m p of C o p p e r found w i th a h o a r d o f b r o n z e a t S h o e b u r y , 

1891 . C o n s i d e r a b l y ba t t e r ed , and f rom its a p p e a r a n c e s e e m s to h a v e b e e n used 

a s a h a m m e r i n a n c i e n t t imes . P r e s e n t e d b y A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1 9 1 1 . 

S H O E B U R Y N E S S . 

1612 .08. P a l s t a v e , l e n g t h 6 . 0 i n c h e s , found a t S h o e b u r y n e s s . W i t h o u t l o o p , 

bu t d e c o r a t e d w i t h s emi -e l l i p t i ca l o r n a m e n t b e l o w the s top - r idge . C o n s i d e r a b l y 

worn a t the c u t t i n g e d g e . A s i m i l a r e x a m p l e w a s found a t H a r s t o n , near C a m 

b r i d g e ( E v a n s , f i g . 60) F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

1612 . 08. S m a l l B r o n z e S p e a r h e a d , l eng th 3 . 9 inches , found a t S h o e b u r y n e s s . 

D i m i n u t i v e t y p e w i t h e x t r e m e l y n a r r o w b l ade and l o o p s a t the s ide o f the 

p r o j e c t i n g socke t . T h e po in t o f the w e a p o n and the l oops a r e n o w b r o k e n a w a y , 

and the socke t i s s l i gh t l y imper fec t . An e x a m p l e o f th is t y p e o f s p e a r h e a d w a s 

found a t L a k e n h e a t h . Suffolk ( E v a n s , fig. 395). F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f 

A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A , 1908. 

1612 . 08. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 4 . 1 i n c h e s , found a t S h o e b u r y n e s s , ante 1897. 

S q u a r e i n s e c t i o n and o f the o r d i n a r y t ype , but r o u g h cas t . F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n 

o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

1612 .08. S o c k e t e d A x e o f the o r d i n a r y t y p e , l e n g t h 4 . 2 i n c h e s , found a t 
S h o e b u r y n e s s . F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

1612 . 08. S o c k e t e d G o u g e , l e n g t h 2 . 2 i n c h e s , found a t S h o e b u r y n e s s , ante 1897. 

C o n s i d e r a b l y sho r t ened b y use i n a n c i e n t t imes . F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f 

A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

S O U T H C H U R C H . 

180 . 96. B r o n z e F o u n d e r ' s H o a r d d i s c o v e r e d i n the br ickf ie lds a t S o u t h c h u r c h , 

1896. Trans., Essex Arch. Soc, 1896 (N .S . ) , vo l v i . , p. 1 7 3 ; Proc. Soc. Antiq., 

1896, S e c . Se r . , v o l . x v i . , p . 98. A c q u i r e d by p u r c h a s e , 1896. 

T h e h o a r d w a s u n e a r t h e d a b o u t t w o fee t b e l o w the su r f ace i n a 

d e c a y e d e a r t h e n v e s s e l o f s i m i l a r c h a r a c t e r t o t ha t d i s c o v e r e d w i t h 

b r o n z e a t H a t f i e l d B r o a d O a k , 1 8 9 3 . I t c o m p r i s e s n u m e r o u s 

f r a g m e n t s o f s o c k e t e d a x e s , l e a f - shaped s w o r d s a n d s p e a r h e a d s . I n 

add i t i on t h e r e a re the r e m a i n s o f t w o s o c k e t e d k n i v e s , w i t h the 

b l a d e s b r o k e n a n d w o r n a w a y ; a b r o n z e s i c k l e - h a n d l e o f p e c u l i a r 

fo rm w i t h t h r e e r ive t h o l e s ; a n d an i m p e r f e c t l y c a s t e d s o c k e t e d 

g o u g e . T h e u s u a l m a s s e s o f m e t a l , a n d a n u m b e r o f f r a g m e n t s a n d 

w a s t e p i e c e s a re a l s o p resen t , b u t a s o x i d a t i o n h a s uni ted s e v e r a l o f 

t he f r a g m e n t s i t i s doub t fu l t o s a y w h a t i m p l e m e n t s o r w e a p o n s 

t h e y r ep re sen t . 

1612 . 08. P a l s t a v e , l e n g t h 6 . 7 i n c h e s , found a t S o u t h c h u r c h , ante 1904. 

W i t h o u t l o o p and s p a t u l a t e i n fo rm. R o u g h cas t , w i t h the s ide - r idges a n d 

r u n n e r s a t t a c h e d . A s imi l a r e x a m p l e , r a t he r less spa tu la te , w a s found a t 

H a r s t o n , n e a r C a m b r i d g e ( E v a n s , f i g . 60). F r o m the C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n 

H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 



WINGED A X E FROM P L E S H E Y , AND S O C K E T E D A X E S FROM P L E S H E Y , D O V E R C O U R T , BARKING CREEK 

E S S E X ( P . C . 1 8 7 6 , 1 8 7 5 ) . K I V E N H A L L (TWO), DOVERCOURT (FOUR), E S S E X ( P . C . 1879). 

P A L S T A V E S FROM SHOEBURYNESS, E P P I N G , H A V E R I N G , SOUTHCHURCH, E S S E X ( P . C . 1880), 

C H E L M S F O R D , W A K E R I N G . 
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S T R A T F O R D . 

3126 .14. S o c k e t e d A x e , l e n g t h 3 . 5 inches , found a t S t r a t fo rd , 1910 . T h e 
socke t i s o v a l in sec t ion and s l i g h t l y e x p a n d e d a t the m o u t h . A s i m i l a r s p e c i m e n 
w a s found a t C a s t l e H i l l , U s k , M o n m o u t h s h i r e ( E v a n s , fig. 1 1 9 ) . D e p o s i t e d o n 
loan b y M r . W . C W e l l s , 1 9 1 4 . 

W A K E R I N G . 

1612 .08 P a l s t a v e , l eng th 5 . 6 i n c h e s . , found a t W a k e r i n g . T h e axe i s 
p r o v i d e d w i t h loop , a n d i s v e r y h e a v i l y p a t i n a t e d . In s h a p e i t r e s e m b l e s an 
a x e found a t O l d b u r y H i l l , H e r e f o r d s h i r e ( E v a n s , f i g . 7 8 , bu t the deco ra t i on i s 
s imi l a r to tha t o f one found n e a r R o s s , in S c o t l a n d ( E v a n s , f ig . 79). F r o m the 
C o l l e c t i o n o f A l d e r m a n H . L a v e r , F . S . A . , 1908. 

F o r the p h o t o g r a p h s o f the b r o n z e a n d for a s s i s t a n c e in the 

p r e p a r a t i o n o f these no t e s I h a v e t o t h a n k M r . A r t h u r G . W r i g h t , 

C u r a t o r o f the C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m . I t i s h o p e d tha t the fac t s 

c o l l e c t e d w i l l c o n s t i t u t e a t r u s t w o r t h y r e c o r d a n d be an i n d u c e m e n t 

t o b r i n g to l i g h t o t h e r s r e l a t i n g to our a n t i q u i t i e s o f the B r o n z e 

A g e . I t i s c o l l e c t i o n s o f fac ts t ha t s e r v e a s f o u n d a t i o n s for o t h e r s 

to b u i l d u p o n . 
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