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13th-Century Marginal Entries Relating to Colchester in Trinity 
College, Cambridge, MS. 0.7.41 

by D A V I D S T E P H E N S O N 

T r i n i t y Co l l ege M S . 0.7.41 consis ts of copies of two works asc r ibed to M a r i a n u s Sco tus (ob. c . 
1082) , n a m e l y t h e compotus, m a d e up of a K a l e n d e r , Eas te r t ab les a n d tab les o f m o v a b l e feasts, a n d 
a t r a c t , De concordia Evangelistarum. We a r e he r e c o n c e r n e d on ly wi th the compotus. T h e text is in an 
11 t h - c e n t u r y h a n d , a n d w a s cop ied , on i n t e rna l ev idence , in 1086. In the m a r g i n s nex t to t he E a s t e r 
t a b l e s t h e r e a r e r u d i m e n t a r y ch ron ic l e en t r ies in a 13 th-cen tury h a n d . S o m e of these re la te to 
e v e n t s o f n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e , such as the success ion o f k ings , b u t m a n y refer p a r t i c u l a r l y to 
C o l c h e s t e r : i t i s c l ea r t h a t t h e en t r ies w e r e m a d e in St. J o h n ' s A b b e y in t h a t town . T h e references 
w h i c h c o n c e r n C o l c h e s t e r a r e set ou t be low; in each case they h a v e been ass igned a d a t e ca l cu la t ed 
f rom t h e i r pos i t ion in t he m a r g i n o f t h e E a s t e r t a b l e s . 1 

1096 Ceptum opus Colec'. 
1115 Dedicatio. 
1120 Ob.Eudo. 
1121 Ob. Roahis(a). 
1132 Ecclesia nostra incensa. 
1155 Eccl(esia) de Snapis funda(ta). 
1177 Dedicata ecclesia sancti Botulfi. 

T h e s e en t r i e s t ake on c o n s i d e r a b l e s ignif icance w h e n they a r e c o m p a r e d wi th o t h e r ch ron ic le 
m a t e r i a l r e l a t i n g to St. J o h n ' s , n o t a b l y the cen t r a l sect ions (1095-c . 1160) of the so-cal led Annates 
Colecestrenses c o m p i l e d in t h e ear ly 14th c e n t u r y , a n d the h i s to ry of the founda t ion of St. J o h n ' s in 
B o d l e i a n M S . G o u g h Essex l , 2 a 16 th -cen tu ry copy , p r o b a b l y o f a late 14 th-cen tury or ig ina l . T h e 
p r e s e n t w r i t e r h a s a n a l y s e d e l sewhere t he r e l a t i onsh ip b e t w e e n these t e x t s , 3 w h i c h can be briefly 
e x p r e s s e d as follows: the c e n t r a l sec t ions of the Annates Colecestrenses a n d the a c c o u n t in t he G o u g h 
m a n u s c r i p t a r e d e r i v e d p a r t l y from the grossly u n t r u s t w o r t h y desc r ip t ion of the ear ly h is tory o f St . 
J o h n ' s i n B . L . C o t t o n M S . N e r o D . V I I I , a n d p a r t l y from a lost set o f annates d r a w n up in St. J o h n ' s 
in t h e 12th c e n t u r y . M a t e r i a l from the annates s eems to be re l iable , a n d i t i s thus of some i m p o r t a n c e 
t h a t t h e m a r g i n a l en t r ies in t he compotus s eem to reflect only t he lost annates, be ing unaffected by the 
m a t e r i a l w h i c h f o u n d its w a y in to t he N e r o t e x t . 4 

I f we e x a m i n e e a c h e n t r y in t u r n , t he ex ten t o f the i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to o u r g r a s p o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
a n d o t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 12 th -cen tu ry Co lches t e r will b e c o m e clear . 

(a) 1096: Ceptum opus Colec'. T h i s agrees wi th the Annates Colecestrenses a n d wi th G o u g h , b o t h of 
w h i c h h a v e 1095 as t he y e a r in w h i c h the g r o u n d for the A b b e y was m e a s u r e d ou t , 1096 as the yea r 
i n w h i c h b u i l d i n g b e g a n . T h e genera l ly accep ted d a t e s , de r ived from N e r o , h a v e been 1096 a n d 
1097 re spec t ive ly . 

(b) 1115: Dedicatio. T h i s s u p p o r t s t he d a t e given in G o u g h . N e r o i s hopeless ly v a g u e on the d a t e of 
t h e A b b e y ' s d e d i c a t i o n . 

(c) a n d (d) 1120: Ob. Eudo. 
1121: Ob. Roahisa. 

T h e d a t e s o f t h e d e a t h s o f E u d o , founder o f St . J o h n ' s , a n d his wife, a r e c o m m o n to all o f the tex ts . 

(e) 1132: Ecclesia nostra incensa. T h i s is a m o s t i n t e re s t ing en t ry . The Annates Colecestrenses a n d G o u g h 
h a v e re fe rences to a f i re in 1133 w h i c h de s t royed the A b b e y a n d a la rge p a r t of the town , a n d c a u s e d 
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t h e A b b e y w o r k s h o p s to be m o v e d from the n o r t h to the s o u t h side o f the c h u r c h . N e r o h a s no 
re fe rence to a f i re , a n d a t t r i b u t e s the r e m o v a l from n o r t h to sou th of the A b b e y w o r k s h o p s , a n d 
d o r m i t o r i e s , t o t h e des i re o f t he f i r s t A b b o t , H u g h , in a b o u t 1104, to m o v e t h e m a w a y from the 
no ise of t h e t o w n . T h e e n t r y in t he compotus conf i rms G o u g h a n d Annates Colecestrenses, whi ls t its 
i n s e r t i o n a t a p o i n t c o r r e s p o n d i n g to 1132, a y e a r ear l ier t h a n the d a t e given in those texts , m a y 
s i m p l y be t h e resu l t o f an e r r o r by the a n n o t a t o r in w o r k i n g ou t the p lace in the E a s t e r tab les o f an 
anno domini e n t r y in t he lost annates. T h e difference be tween the compotus d a t e a n d those g iven by 
G o u g h a n d Annates Colecestrenses does at least m a k e i t c lear t h a t the compotus is no t the text from 
w h i c h t h e o t h e r t w o a r e de r ived : all t h r ee a r e copied from a fourth text . 

(f) 1155: Ecclesia de Snapis Fundata. T h i s c o r r e s p o n d s to an en t ry in Annates Colecestrenses. 11 is b e y o n d 
t h e s c o p e of t he G o u g h text . S n a p e w a s a cell o f St . J o h n ' s . 

(g) 1177: Dedicata ecclesia sancti Botulfi. No en t ry to this efTect is found in Annates Colecestrenses or in 
G o u g h , p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e i t w a s no t re levan t to t he p u r p o s e of these texts . Never the less , th is i s a 
m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g p iece o f i n fo rma t ion . I t h a s been a r g u e d on a r ch i t e c tu r a l g r o u n d s tha t t he p r io ry 
c h u r c h of St . B o t o l p h w a s no t c o m p l e t e d unt i l the 12th cen t u ry was far a d v a n c e d ; in the a b s e n c e of 
' a d a t e o f c o n s e c r a t i o n , m a r k i n g the c o m p l e t i o n o f the c h u r c h ' , i t h a s been ten ta t ive ly sugges ted 
t h a t b u i l d i n g w a s f in ished in 1 1 6 0 - 7 0 . 5 T h e e n t r y in the compotus suppl ies a precise d a t e wh ich 
a c c o r d s wel l w i t h t he a r c h i t e c t u r a l ev idence . 

I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t t h e r e a r e s o m e s t rong phraseo log ica l s imilar i t ies be tween the compotus 
e n t r i e s a n d the Annates Colecestrenses, w h i c h sugges t t h a t we a r e he re close to the w o r d i n g of t he lost 
annates. T h e r e is o n e fur ther e l e m e n t of in teres t in t he compotus, however , a p a r t from the signif icance 
of i ts m a r g i n a l en t r i e s . T h e compotus w a s copied a d e c a d e before bu i ld ing began a t St. J o h n ' s , a n d 
w a s t h u s p r o b a b l y w r i t t e n o u t s i d e Co lches te r . B u t by the 13th cen tu ry , a t the la tes t , i t h a d been 
b r o u g h t to t he A b b e y , w h e r e the m a r g i n a l a n n o t a t i o n s were m a d e . N o w , Annates Colecestrenses, in 
t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e a r r i va l from York of t he th i r t een m o n k s sen t to es tab l i sh a m o n a s t i c 
c o m m u n i t y in St . J o h n ' s , 6 n o t e t h a t they c a m e cum nonnullis codicibus aliisque divino cultui necessariis, 
a m o n g s t w h i c h w o u l d a s s u r e d l y h a v e been texts of the sort con t a ined in the compotus. I t s eems no t a t 
al l un l ike ly t h a t T r i n i t y Co l l ege M S . 0.7.41 w a s o n e o f those codices b r o u g h t from York to 
C o l c h e s t e r a t t he e n d of the 11 th c e n t u r y . 

N O T E S 

1. All of these entries are to be found on fF. 9v- l lv. 
2. For Annates Colecestrenses see F. Liebermann, Ungedruckte Anglo-Normannische Geschichtsquellen, Strasbourg, 

1879, pp. 158—65. T h e account of the foundation of St. John ' s in the Gough manuscript has been printed 
in translation by George Rickword, 'The Obits of the Abbots of Colchester', Trans. Essex Archaeol. Soc, 
x v i (1923), pp. 122-6. 

3. See David Stephenson, 'An analysis of the chronicle accounts of the Ibundation and early history of St. 
J o h n ' s Abbey' , in Philip Crummy, Aspects of Anglo-Saxon and Norman Colchester (forthcoming). 

4. T h e Nero manuscript is best consulted in the transcription of H. J. Duckinfield Astley, 'Medieval 
Colchester—Town, Castle and Abbey—from MSS. in the British Museum', Trans. Essex Archaeol. Soc, 
vi i i (1903), 117-37, esp. 122-8. Duckinheld's translation, ibid., 129-35, contains some notable 
inaccuracies and is to be treated with caution. 

5. Sir Char les Peers, St. Botolph's Priory, H .M.S.O. , 2nd ed., 1964, pp. 12, 17. 
6. See the long entry, covering several years, in Annates Colecestrenses sub anno 1095. 


