


The S t r o o d i s an a r t i f i c i a l causeway , 
about a m i l e l o n g , wh ich p r o v i d e s 
Mersea I s l a n d ' s o n l y l i n k w i t h the 
m a i n l a n d . I t used to be though t t h a t 
the S t r o o d was of Roman o r i g i n bu t a 
r e c e n t d i s c o v e r y has not o n l y shown 
t h i s to be u n t r u e but has a l s o 
p r o v i d e d a v e r y p r e c i s e and s u p r i s i n g 
date f o r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

THE STROOD AT WEST MERSEA FROM THE AIR 

FRONT COVER 

Impor tan t Roman remains have been 
known on Mersea I s l a n d f o r many y e a r s . 
I n and a round S t . P e t e r ' s Church a t 
West Me rsea , a s e r i e s of Roman pave-
ments and w a l l s has been r e c o r d e d 
i n d i c a t i n g t h e p r e v i o u s e x i s t e n c e o f 
what was presumably a l a r g e Roman 
v i l l a . Nearby were d i s c o v e r e d remains 
of the famous West Mersea Roman maus-
oleum and about one and a h a l f m i l e s 
away is the w e l l - k n o w n Roman ba r row 
(See C a t a l o g u e No. 5 ) . These r e m a i n s , 
coup led w i t h the s t r a i g h t , Roman 
appearance o f the S t r o o d , have 
prompted the b e l i e f t h a t the causeway 
must be o f c o n s i d e r a b l e a n t i q u i t y . 

In 1978, w h i l s t the A n g l i a n Water 
A u t h o r i t y were l a y i n g a p i p e - l i n e 
ac ross the S t r o o d , a s e r i e s o f w e l l -
p r e s e r v e d oak p i l e s was d i s c o v e r e d . 
These were o f square s e c t i o n , up to 
8. 5 f e e t long and had p o i n t e d ends . 
The tops of the p i l e s were about 5 
f e e t below the p r e s e n t g r o u n d - l e v e l 
and were s e a l e d by a s e r i e s of read 
s u r f a c e s . The depth o f the p i l e s and 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the l a t e r 
s u r f a c e s seemed to s u g g e s t t h a t the 
p i l e s had been t h e r e f o r a long t ime 
and t h a t the S t r o o d had indeed been 
b u i l t i n the Roman p e r i o d . 

A l t h o u g h o n l y about 22 p i l e s were 
d i s c o v e r e d (where the t r e n c h f o r the 
p i p e l i n e was a t i t s d e e p e s t ) the 
d e n s i t y o f those found i m p l i e d a t o t a l 
number under the S t rood of perhaps 
3,000 to 5,000. 

A sample of wood cu t f rom one of the 
p i l e s was sent f o r r a d i o c a r b o n d a t i n g 
and a r e s u l t p o i n t i n g to the c o n 
s t r u c t i o n o f the causeway i n t he 7th 
o r 8 th c e n t u r i e s AD, i . e . some two or 
t h r e e c e n t u r i e s a f t e r the end o f the 
Roman p e r i o d and at a t ime not re-
nowned f o r major b u i l d i n g w o r k s . A t 
S h e f f i e l d U n i v e r s i t y , the p i l e s were 
then s u b j e c t e d by J e n n i f e r H i l l am to 
t r e e - r i n g a n a l y s i s , a t e c h n i q u e poten-
t i a l l y more a c c u r a t e than r a d i o c a r b o n 
d a t i n g . The s u r p r i s i n g r e s u l t was 
o b t a i n e d t h a t the p i l e s were f e l l e d 
sometime between AD 684 and 702. 

Each r i n g in a t r e e r e p r e s e n t s a 
y e a r ' s g rowth and i t s t h i c k n e s s i s 
dependent on the growing c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r t h a t y e a r . Thus the t r e e s o v e r a 
w ide a rea w i l l show the same 
v a r i a t i o n s i n the w i d t h s o f t h e i r 
t r e e - r i n g s s i n c e they a l l e x p e r i e n c e 
more o r l e s s the same w e a t h e r . T r e e -
r i n g a n a l y s i s e x p l o i t s t h i s phenomenon 
and i s e s s e n t i a l l y to do w i t h match ing 
s e t s o f t r e e - r i n g p a t t e r n s , one w i t h 
a n o t h e r . U n t i l the d i s c o v e r y o f the 
S t rood p i l e s , n o B r i t i s h sequences o f 
r i n g - w i d t h s was a v a i l a b l e f o r the 
e a r l y post-Roman p e r i o d but J e n n i f e r 
managed to o b t a i n a match w i t h a 
German s e r i e s ( s e e d r a w i n g ) . 

The b u i l d i n g o f the S t r o o d in c . AD 
700 must have r e p r e s e n t e d a c o n s i d -
e r a b l e e f f o r t in t ime and money and 
the q u e s t i o n a r i s e s "why was i t b u i l t 
? " . T h e r e i s w r i t t e n e v i d e n c e t o the 
e f f e c t t h a t i n the 10th c e n t u r y t h e r e 
had been a m i n s t e r chu rch at S t . 
P e t e r ' s in West Mersea . I t i s a good 
g u e s s , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the m i n s t e r was 
in e x i s t e n c e by c. 700 and t h a t t he 
causeway was b u i l t as a d i r e c t con-
sequence . 

P h i l i p Crummy 
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N E W L I G H T 

O N T H E S T R O O D 

SOME OF THE P ILES FROM THE STROOD 



DERAMY'S STONE 

In J a n u a r y 1975, a b o u l d e r was r a i s e d 
f rom the f i e l d d i t c h wh i ch forms p a r t 
o f the p r e s e n t p a r i s h boundary between 
Eas t and West Mersea and s e t up on the 
boundary by the s i d e o f the main r o a d . 
I t was cemented to a p l i n t h to wh ich a 
p laque was f i x e d wh i ch r e a d s : -

" D e r t m y ' s s tone - Boundary of the 
Manor of West Mersea g r a n t e d by 
K ing Edward the C o n f e s s o r to the 
Monastery of S t . Ouen in 1046." 

On J a n u a r y 30th 1975 the s tone was 
c e r e m o n i o u s l y u n v e i l e d . The Essex 
County S tandard f o r J a n u a r y 31st 
r e c o r d e d the e v e n t : -

" T h e r e was q u i t e a n a i r o f s e l f 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n i n the c r o w d . . . . 
the p o l i c e were t h e r e t o c o n t r o l 
the t r a f f i c as 30 e x c i t e d l o c a l s 
w i t n e s s e d the ce remony , the 
Mayor of West Mersea honoured 
the o c c a s i o n w i t h h i s p r e s e n c e ; . . 
But w h i l e D r A l e c Gran t u n v e i l e d 
the s tone in i t s new 
s e t t i n g . . . . a n o t h e r I s l a n d 
h i s t o r i a n , Mr J o h n B e n n e t t , 
composed h i m s e l f f o r an a t t a c k 
d e l i v e r e d w i t h ca lm c o n v i c t i o n a t 
the end of the ce remony . Mr 
Bennet t b e l i e v e s t h i s s tone i s 
no th ing more than one of a number 
o f g l a c i a l e r r a t i c s spread ac ross 
the i s l a n d . " 

B r i e f l y , who was Deramy, and where and 
what was h i s s tone? The t h i r d q u e s t i o n 
i s the e a s i e s t to a n s w e r . I t was a 
common p r a c t i c e f rom Ang lo -Saxon t imes 
( a n d , a lmost c e r t a i n l y , e a r l i e r ) u n t i l 
q u i t e r e c e n t l y t o d e f i n e boundar ies by 
r e f e r e n c e to n a t u r a l o r man-made 
f e a t u r e s o f the l a n d s c a p e . I n a reas 
w i t h n o n a t u r a l l y o c c u r r i n g o u t c r o p s 
of s t o n e , such as the c l a y and marsh 
lands o f Mersea , g l a c i a l e r r a t i c s , 
where these o c c u r , c o u l d be r e s i t e d to 
fo rm c o n v e n i e n t and o b v i o u s landmarks . 
The e r r a t i c u n v e i l e d i n 1975 c o u l d 
q u i t e l i k e l y t h e r e f o r e be a boundary 
marker . 

But why was i t c a l l e r l Deramy 's? In 
h i s ' " H i s t o r y o f E s s e x " (1763) , the 
w e l l known l o c a l a n t i q u a r y , P h i l i p 
Moran t , p u b l i s h e d a copy of a c h a r t e r 
i n L a t i n o f Edward the C o n f e s s o r , 
dated 1046, but c l e a r l y , on l i n g u i s t i c 
g r o u n d s , s u b s t a n t i a l l y a l t e r e d i n the 
17th c e n t u r y a t the e a r l i e s t . T h i s 
c h a r t e r g r a n t e d lands a t Mersea and 
F i n g r i n g h o e to tne monastery o f S t . 
Ouen at Rouen in Normandy. In the 
c h a r t e r ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the boundary 
o f these lands s e v e r a l l andmarks , i n 
c l u d i n g a s tone a re d e s c r i b e d as 
" D e r a m y ' s " . Deramy, i t seems was an 
impo r tan t p e r s o n . I t i s f rom t h i s 
c h a r t e r t h a t the i s l a n d e r s o f Mersea 
took the name D e r a m y ' s S tone . 

However , in 1962, an O ld E n g l i s h copy 
o f the boundary d e s c r i p t i o n was 
d i s c o v e r e d a t Rouen. T h i s copy was 
made in 1421 and was t h e r e f o r e e a r l i e r 
than M o r a n t ' s L a t i n v e r s i o n . On com
p a r i n g the two t e x t s , i t became c l e a r 
t h a t Deramy was a f i c t i t i o u s persona l 
name i n v e n t e d by whoever had t r i e d to 
t r a n s l a t e the o r i g i n a l O ld E n g l i s h 
i n t o L a t i n . When faced w i t h the O ld 

DERAMY'S STONE ON MERSEA ISLAND 

So , the bou lde r r a i s e d in 1975 as 
Deramy 's Stone has been m i s i d e n t i f i e d 
on two c o u n t s . F i r s t , Deramy n e v e r 
e x i s t e d . Second, the s tone ment ioned 
i n the C o n f e s s o r ' s c h a r t e r l a y some 
f o u r and a h a l f m i l e s away on t he 
m a i n l a n d . However , d e s p i t e these 
f a c t s , Deramy and h i s s tone w i l l u n 
d o u b t e d l y c o n t i n u e t o t h r i v e i n t he 
f o l k h i s t o r y o f Mersea I s l a n d . 

N ina Crummy 
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became "ad Deramy 's S t o n e " . A l s o 
ment ioned i n the L a t i n t e x t a re 
Deramy 's D i t c h , Deramy 's F l e e t , 
Deramy 's S t r e e t and Deramy 's P e t e . 

F i n a l l y , where was the s tone ment ioned 
in the boundary d e s c r i p t i o n ? In 
1923, D r . P h i l i p L a v e r , e x c a v a t o r o f 
the Mersea ba r row and the Lexden 
t umu lus , had p o i n t e d o u t , a t a meet ing 
o f the Essex A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , 
t h a t De ramy 's Stone would have l a i n on 
the ma in land near Pete Tye Common, and 
t h a t the s tone c la imed by the i s l a n d -
e r s t o b e Deramy 's c o u l d n o t , i n f a c t , 
be s o . Both the L a t i n and Old E n g l i s h 
t e x t s o f the boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
c l e a r l y s t a t e t h a t the s tone was " i n 
F i n g r i n g h o e " . 
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WHY A R C H A E O L O G I S T S ARE OPPOSED TO 
TREASURE HUNTING 

In the r e c e n t pas t p e o p l e , who o f t e n 
c a l l e d themse lves o r were c a l l e d a n t i -
q u a r i a n s , s t u d i e d the past by 
c o l l e c t i n g o b j e c t s in a random way. 
Sometimes t h i s past ime i n v o l v e d 
s h i p p i n g a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains f rom 
c o u n t r i e s such as I t a l y , Greece o r 
E g y p t t o p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s and 
p u b l i c museums in w e s t e r n E u r o p e . 

In the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y , and more 
e s p e c i a l l y i n t h i s c e n t u r y , t hose 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the m a t e r i a l remains o f 
the pas t ( t h a t i s , a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ) 
deve loped i n c r e a s i n g l y complex and 
s c i e n t i f i c t e c h n i q u e s f o r c o l l e c t i n g 
and u n d e r s t a n d i n g those r e m a i n s . 

NEW TECHNIQUES 

Many new t e c h n i q u e s have been deve lop -
e d f o r e x t r a c t i n g the most d e t a i l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n f rom o b j e c t s and r e m a i n s ; 
t e c h n i q u e s such as the a n a l y s i s o f 
p o l l e n f rom a n c i e n t d e p o s i t s , wh i ch 
h e l p s to b u i l d up a p i c t u r e o f pas t 
e n v i r o n m e n t s . T e c h n i q u e s have been 
deve loped i n r e c e n t y e a r s t o o r g a n i s e 
and to t r y to p e r f e c t the methods by 
wh ich a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l i s ex -
c a v a t e d f rom the g r o u n d . Archaeo-
l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s today shou ld o n l y 
be unde r taken on a p r o p e r l y o r g a n i s e d 
b a s i s o r the e v i d e n c e t h a t i s ex -
t r a c t e d w i l l be suspec t - i t w i l l not 
p r e s e n t a t r u e p i c t u r e o f what 
happened in the p a s t . 

E X C A V A T I O N S 

What a re a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s 
l i k e , then? You may have seen the 
e x c a v a t i o n s by the C o l c h e s t e r Archaeo-
l o g i c a l T r u s t a t M idd lebo rough , 
S a l k e r n e H i l l o r i n the town c e n t r e . 
E x c a v a t o r s a r e not wo rk i ng a t random 
but to a number of r u l e s by wh ich 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s ( l i k e the 
w a l l s of a Roman house or the f i l l i n g 
o f a med ieva l c e s s p i t o r the t imbe rs 
o f a 16th c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g ) a re exca-
v a t e d . On s i t e y o u may see peop le 
t a k i n g n o t e s , making p r e c i s e and t e c h 
n i c a l p lans o r t a k i n g p h o t o g r a p h s . 

O f f s i t e peop le w i l l b e d e a l i n g w i t h 
the f i n d s ( a l l the o b j e c t s t h a t the 
e x c a v a t o r s have dug up) - wash ing 
mark ing and c a t a l o g u i n g them. Some of 
t he f i n d s need s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t i n 
t he museum's c o n s e r v a t i o n l a b o r a t o r y . 
O t h e r peop le w i l l be wo rk i ng towards 
an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f what the exca-
v a t o r s a re f i n d i n g - l o o k i n g a t 
r e c o r d s and maps, d a t i n g the m a t e r i a l , 
i d e n t i f y i n g the bones and seeds . 

PASSING ON THE INFORMATION 

E v e n t u a l l y the i n f o r m a t i o n about t h a t 
b i t of the pas t wh i ch has been dug up 
w i l l b e p r e s e n t e d i n t h r e e ways : f i r s t 
the o b j e c t s (and sometimes the remains 
i n the g round ) w i l l b e d i s p l a y e d i n 
some p u b l i c p lace l i k e a museum. They 
w i l l be c a r e d f o r , and t r e a t e d when 
n e c e s s a r y f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . 

Second , the s t o r y wh i ch s u r r o u n d s 
t h e s e o b j e c t s w i l l be p r e s e n t e d to the 
p u b l i c , u s u a l l y i n the museum w i t h the 
o b j e c t s t hemse l ves but f r e q u e n t l y i n 
b o o k l e t form a s w e l l . 

T h i r d , the a r c h a e o l o g i s t w i l l produce 
a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t o f the work done ; 
t h i s i s ma in ly f o r o t h e r a r c h a e o l o -
g i s t s and is used as a r e f e r e n c e work 
t o he lp u n d e r s t a n d o t h e r a rchaeo-
l o g i c a l s i t e s . 

An a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r i n today's a r c h -
a e o l o g y i s t h a t the g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s i n t h i s c o u n t r y a re 
conce rned w i t h s i t e s t h a t a re t h r e a t -
ened in some w a y . The C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t was s e t up 
p r i n c i p a l l y t o deal w i t h such rescue 
s i t e s . 

STOP TAKING OUR PAST 

How do t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s ( e s p e c i a l l y 
those armed w i t h metal d e t e c t o r s ) f i t 
i n t o a l l t h i s ? U n f o r t u n a t e l y w h i l e 
c l a i m i n g to be m o t i v a t e d by an 
i n t e r e s t i n the pas t t h e y pose y e t 
a n o t h e r s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o the n a t i o n ' s 
h e r i t a g e and to ou r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
i t . A r e p o r t p u b l i s h e d in J u n e 1980 
by the A n c i e n t Monuments Board f o r 
E n g l a n d , a s t a t u t o r y a d v i s o r y body to 
t h e gove rnmen t , s a i d , " T h e Board 
d e p l o r e s and c o n t i n u e s to be deep l y 
conce rned about the damage be ing 
caused to schedu led s i t e s by t he 
a c t i v i t i e s o f t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s " . 
Scheduled s i t e s , by the way , a r e those 
smal l number o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s 
t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y wh ich are spec-
i f i c a l l y p r o t e c t e d b y l aw ! 

DAMAGING T H E ENVIRONMENT 

T h e r e a r e now hundreds of examples o f 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s damaged by 
t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s . Most a r c h a e o l o g i s t s 
who have e x c a v a t e d h a v e , at some t ime 
or o t h e r , had to face damage on t h e i r 
e x c a v a t i o n s f rom t h i s s o u r c e - and 
C o l c h e s t e r ' s s i t e s have s u f f e r e d t o o . 

The person w i t h the metal d e t e c t o r i s 
do ing j u s t the o p p o s i t e o f what the 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t does . The metal d e t e c t o r 
b leeps or b u z z e s , a ho le is dug and a 
metal o b j e c t i s e x t r a c t e d f rom the 
g r o u n d . I n the m a j o r i t y o f cases t h a t 
o b j e c t w i l l be b u r i e d in some archaeo-
l o g i c a l f e a t u r e and o t h e r o b j e c t s w i l l 
be removed at the same t i m e . The 
o b j e c t s t h a t have been wrenched f rom 
the ground w i l l no l o n g e r be ab le to 
t e l l u s t h e i r p a r t o f the s t o r y o f the 
p a s t . P a r t o f t he s i t e w i l l have been 
damaged beyond r e p a i r . 

T h i s i s no t the end o f the s t o r y , 
t h o u g h , f o r t h a t metal o b j e c t . I n 
some cases i t w i l l be g i v e n to a 
museum, but what o f t e n happens is t h a t 
the o b j e c t i s bad l y t r e a t e d and not 
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y c o n s e r v e d ; n o r e c o r d i s 
made o f the o b j e c t ; i t d i s a p p e a r s i n t o 
a p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n o r i s s o l d and i s 
t h e r e f o r e u n a v a i l a b l e f o r f u r t h e r 
s t u d y . 

The sum of t h i s a c t i v i t y has been to 
damage the u n w r i t t e n s t o r y o f ou r pas t 
w h i l e s a t i s f y i n g one i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
g reed f o r the p o s s e s s i o n ( o r s a l e ) o f 
an o b j e c t f rom the p a s t . 
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I t i s , o f c o u r s e , easy f o r t he 
t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s t o say t h a t a l l t h i s 
i s t h e argument o f the a r c h a e o l o g i s t s 
who "have a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t " . 
C e r t a i n l y we do ; we c a r e about o u r 
p a s t and i t s r e m a i n s . L i k e many o t h e r 
g roups o f c i t i z e n s we f e e l t h a t the 
pas t be longs to us a l l and f e e l ang ry 
and saddened t h a t i t i s so o f t e n under 
a t t ack f rom a smal l number of 
i n d i v i d u a l s . 

Damage to o t h e r aspec t s o f the e n v i r -
onment is c a u s i n g many i n d i v i d u a l s and 
groups to come ou t a g a i n s t t r e a s u r e 
h u n t i n g . The A s s o c i a t i o n o f County 
C o u n c i l s and the A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s a r e p r e s s i n g the 
government f o r s t r o n g e r l e g i s l a t i o n t o 
combat what the C o l c h e s t e r Borough 
C o u n c i l c a l l e d the " i r r e s p o n s i b l e use 
o f metal d e t e c t o r s " . The a c t i o n s o f 
t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s r e c e n t l y caused the 
C i t y o f O x f o r d C o u n c i l a b i l l f o r 
£4,400 to r e s o i l and seed p a r t o f 
t h e i r l a n d . 

What can we do to pu t a s top to a l l 
t h i s ? A campaign c a l l e d STOP (S top 
T a k i n g Our P a s t ) was launched in March 
t o b r i n g p e o p l e ' s a t t e n t i o n t o the 
p r o b l e m . P r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y amateur 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s o c i e t y o r g roup ( l i k e 
the F r i e n d s ) s u p p o r t s the campaign by 
b e l o n g i n g t o the C o u n c i l f o r B r i t i s h 
A r c h a e o l o g y . P r o f e s s i o n a l a r c h a e o l o -
g i s t s w o r k i n g i n the f i e l d o r l a b o r a -
t o r i e s and museum s t a f f a re r e p r e s e n t -
ed by t h e i r own a s s o c i a t i o n s . A p a r t 
f r om the C o u n c i l s ' A s s o c i a t i o n s a l -
ready ment ioned the campaign has t he 
s u p p o r t o f a l a r g e number o f v a r i e d 
n o n - a r c h a e o l o g i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s such 
as the C o u n c i l f o r N a t u r e , I n l a n d 
Wa te rways , N a t i o n a l H e r i t a g e , N a t i o n a l 
T r u s t , N a t i o n a l Fa rmers Un ion and the 
H i s t o r i c Houses A s s o c i a t i o n . 

What can y o u do to he lp? I f y o u 
be long t o an o r g a n i s a t i o n ( l o c a l o r 
n a t i o n a l ) whose i n t e r e s t s a re t h r e a t -
ened by t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s , b r i n g the 
campaign t o i t s a t t e n t i o n and ask i t 
t o s u p p o r t u s . I f a r e s o l u t i o n i s 
p a s s e d , w r i t e to me at : 

STOP CAMPAIGN, 
c / o C o u n c i l f o r B r i t i s h A r c h a e o l o g y , 
112, Kenn ing ton Road, 
London , SE11 6RE. 

BREAKING THE LAW 

I f y o u see t r e a s u r e h u n t e r s a t work 
f i n d ou t i f t hey have p e r m i s s i o n to be 
o n the l and i n the f i r s t p l a c e . 
T r e a s u r e h u n t i n g i s not a l l o w e d on 
C o l c h e s t e r Borough o r Essex County 
C o u n c i l l a n d . I f the l a n d i s p r i v a t e , 
i n f o r m the owner . In case o f 
d i f f i c u l t y i n f o r m the p o l i c e - y o u may 
w e l l be w i t n e s s i n g somebody b r e a k i n g 
the laws o f The C r i m i n a l Damage A c t 
1971 (an o f f e n c e to d e s t r o y or damage 
someone's p r o p e r t y ) , The T h e f t A c t 
1968 (an o f f e n c e to remove o b j e c t s 
f rom a n o t h e r ' s l a n d ) , o r the laws 
r e l a t i n g t o T r e a s u r e T r o v e where the 
f i n d i n g o f a n o b j e c t o f go ld o r s i l v e r 
must be r e p o r t e d to the l o c a l c o r o n e r . 
In a d d i t i o n some s i t e s w i l l be 
p r o t e c t e d by the new A n c i e n t Monuments 
and A r c h a e o l o g i c a l A reas A c t 1979 
w h i c h s p e c i f i c a l l y makes i t an o f f e n c e 
to use a metal d e t e c t o r on such a s i t e 
w i t h o u t the c o n s e n t i n w r i t i n g o f the 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . 

He lp u s p r e s e r v e w h a t ' s l e f t o f o u r 
p a s t - a t l e a s t f rom t h i s s o r t o f 
m ind less damage. 

Mike C o r b i s h l e y 

The Museum 

and 
Metal Detecting 

Metal d e t e c t i n g can o n l y be accep tab le 
" i n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l t e r m s " . What 
e x a c t l y does t h i s mean? 

I t means f i r s t , t h a t anyone us ing a 
metal d e t e c t o r must u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
a r c h a e o l o g y i s about f a c t s , not l o o t . 
F i nds a re i m p o r t a n t , but i t i s f i n d + 
c o n t e x t wh ich r e a l l y c o u n t s ; and 
n e i t h e r i s o f much use u n l e s s both a r e 
s u b s e q u e n t l y r e c o r d e d and i f approp-
r i a t e p u b l i s h e d , both then be ing re-
t a i n e d i n a n a c c e s s i b l e s t a t e . E v e r y 
e x c a v a t i o n beg ins in a museum, u s i n g 
what is a l r e a d y known, and no o b j e c t 
found by a metal d e t e c t o r c o u l d be 
i d e n t i f i e d were i t not f o r t he r e c o r d s 
and specimens t h a t museums e x i s t to 
p r e s e r v e . 

The k e y , t h e r e f o r e , l i e s i n a n a t t -
i t u d e o f m i n d , a n a t t i t u d e w h i c h , 
a l a s has been s a d l y l a c k i n g in the 
metal d e t e c t o r p r e s s . B u r i e d o b j e c t s 
a r e more than j u s t t h i n g s , t hey a re 
p a r t o f ou r h i s t o r y . Museums p r e s e r v e 
t h a t h i s t o r y . 

A few examples of the p r a c t i c a l uses 
o f metal d e t e c t i n g i n c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h a r c h a e o l o g y may h e l p . A f t e r any 
e x c a v a t i o n on a town s i t e t h e r e i s 
a lways s u r p l u s e a r t h to be removed by 
mach ine . Metal d e t e c t i n g o v e r the t i p 
may r e c o v e r o b j e c t s , bu t c a r e f u l 
r e c o r d , i n c l u d i n g the o b s e r v a t i o n o f 
what k i n d o f s o i l i s a d h e r i n g to them 
c o u l d be h e l p f u l i n c o m p l e t i n g the 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . One r e c e n t n o t o r i o u s 
case o f the t i p a t Sheepen i l l u s t r a t e s 
t h i s - what was wrong was not sea rch -
ing the s i t e bu t the f a i l u r e t o keep 
any r e c o r d s and the t o t a l d i sappea r -
ance o f a lmost a l l the f i n d s . A t the 
v e r y l e a s t a h i s t o g r a m o f the c o i n s 
wou ld have been u s e f u l . 

Aga in someone wa l ks o v e r a f i e l d and 
f i n d s , i n the s u r f a c e s o i l , Roman 
c o i n s . C a r e f u l l y p l o t t e d , they form a 
group in one c o r n e r . T h i s c o u l d be a 
c l u e to a Roman s e t t l e m e n t . What the 
d e t e c t o r u s e r does NOT do is to go on 
d i g g i n g i n t o s t r a t i f i e d l e v e l s . 

Some y e a r s ago a Saxon cemete ry t u r n e d 
up on a road e x c a v a t i o n . A metal 
d e t e c t o r was taken o v e r the area and 
the anomal ies marked. T h i s g r e a t l y 
s i m p l i f i e d the e x c a v a t i o n o f the 
g r a v e s , but o f c o u r s e , they were e x c a 
v a t e d no t j u s t dug i n t o f o r the metal 
o b j e c t s . 

We had a l l t h i s t r o u b l e y e a r s ago o v e r 
b i r d ' s e g g s . "Why s h o u l d n ' t I s e l l 
them?" was the c r y . But a t l a s t 
peop le have r e a l i s e d t h a t i f the 
p r a c t i c e c o n t i n u e d , t h e r e w o u l d n ' t b e 
any b i r d s e i t h e r . Mrs N e s b i t t s a i d i t 
a l l , y e a r s a g o : -

" I must not p i ck the p u b l i c f l o w e r s , 
They a r e not m ine , but they a re o u r s . " 

D a v i d C l a r k e 
9. 



Computing Roman Pottery 
Of a l l t he f i n d s f rom the T r u s t ' s ex -
c a v a t i o n s i n C o l c h e s t e r , the p o t t e r y 
and the bone a re the g r e a t e s t in b u l k . 
The s tudy o f the bone p r o v i d e s i n f o r m -
a t i o n about the a n c i e n t economy, 
e a t i n g h a b i t s e t c . , bu t the i n t e r p r e t -
a t i o n o f tne p o t t e r y e v i d e n c e i s more 
c r u c i a l t o the u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the 
s t r u c t u r e s e x c a v a t e d . Many t y p e s o f 
p o t t e r y can be da ted w i t h a g r e a t e r 
o r l e s s e r degree o f a c c u r a c y ; i n the 
absence o f c o i n s o r o t h e r more d i r e c t 
e v i d e n c e - such as i n s c r i p t i o n s or 
f e a t u r e s wh ich can be r e l a t e d to known 
h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s - i t i s f rom the 
po t she rds a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b u i l d i n g s , 
r o a d s , d i t c h e s and o t h e r f e a t u r e s t h a t 
t h e i r h i s t o r y and c h r o n o l o g y i s 
de te rm ined . 

T h i s i n v o l v e s a g r e a t deal o f pa ins -
t a k i n g w o r k : the e x c a v a t i o n s i n 
C o l c h e s t e r s i n c e 1971 have produced 
about ten tons o f p o t t e r y - p o s s i b l y 
h a l f a m i l l i o n s h e r d s ! I n o r d e r t o 
assess the date o f g roups o f m a t e r i a l 
t h a t a re impo r t an t t o t he e x c a v a t o r 
the p o t t e r y s p e c i a l i s t has to examine 
each she rd a n d , where p o s s i b l e , t o 
deduce i t s date o f manu fac tu re f rom 
i t s f a b r i c and i t s shape . Fo r the 
purpose o f the e x c a v a t i o n r e p o r t t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n must be p r e s e n t e d in t he 
form of an argument wh i ch the r e a d e r 
can f o l l o w and e v a l u a t e f o r h i m s e l f . 
The pr imary , t a s k , t h e r e f o r e , i s to 
c r e a t e a c a t a l o g u e o f a l l the wares 
and shapes ( f o r m s ) found in the e x c a v -
a t i o n : work on the Roman p o t t e r y 
s t a r t e d in 1979 and i s e x p e c t e d to 
take a t o t a l o f t h r e e t o f o u r y e a r s . 
The s i z e o f the c a t a l o g u e i s such t h a t 
the use of a computer is e s s e n t i a l in 
o r d e r t o hand le a l l t he i n f o r m a t i o n 
and t o p r o v i d e d i f f e r e n t k i nds o f 
s o r t e d l i s t s as a b a s i s f o r f u r t h e r 
s t u d y . We have been v e r y f o r t u n a t e in 
s e c u r i n g the sympathy and i n t e r e s t o f 
t he Computing S e r v i c e a t Essex Uni-
v e r s i t y , and we have been ab le to use 
t h e i r computer i n the c r e a t i o n o f the 
c a t a l o g u i n g s y s t e m . We hope now t h a t 
f i n a n c e w i l l be f o r t h c o m i n g f o r us to 
buy our own m ic rocompu te r : t h i s wou ld 
no t r e p l a c e t he use o f t he l a r g e r 
machine but wou ld make the who le 
o p e r a t i o n run more smooth ly and 
e f f i c i e n t l y . 

A second aspec t o f the p o t t e r y wh ich 
i s o f i n t e r e s t t o the s p e c i a l i s t , i s 
t he i n f o r m a t i o n wh ich we can d e r i v e 
f rom i t about the p o t t e r y t r a d e and 
the v a r i o u s c e n t r e s o f p r o d u c t i o n . I n 
Roman B r i t a i n much of the p r o d u c t i o n 
o f u t i l i t a r i a n v e s s e l s , such as 
cook ing pots and s t o r a g e j a r s , was 
c a r r i e d ou t by smal l s c a l e workshops 
w i t h f a i r l y r e s t r i c t e d m a r k e t s . 
C e r t a i n e n t e r p r i s e s , t h o u g h , were 
s u c c e s s f u l on a much l a r g e r s c a l e . 
T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e I n the case 
o f f i n e t a b l e w a r e s ( e . g . d i s h e s , 
bowls and c u p s ) and o f c e r t a i n 
s p e c i a l i s e d v e s s e l s such as m o r t a r i a 
( m i x i n g bowls w i t h a roughened 
i n t e r i o r ) . The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 
t he sou rces o f the p o t t e r y found i n 
C o l c h e s t e r and the s tudy of the 
r e l a t i v e q u a n t i t i e s i n wh ich d i f f e r e n t 
wares o c c u r can g i v e us v a l u a b l e in-
f o r m a t i o n about the v a r i o u s p r o d u c t i o n 
c e n t r e s and the e x t e n t o f t h e i r 
m a r k e t s . The more d i s t a n t impor ts 
i n c l u d e e a r l y Roman m o r t a r i a and l a t e 
c o a r s e wares f rom the R h i n e l a n d , f i n e 
r e d - g l o s s wares ( t e r r a s i g i l l a t a o r 
" sam ian " w a r e ) f rom sou th and c e n t r a l 
F r a n c e and amphoras ( w h i c h would have 
c o n t a i n e d w ine o r o i l ) f rom I t a l y and 
s o u t h e r n S p a i n . 

C o l c h e s t e r i t s e l f was a major p roduc t -
i on c e n t r e d u r i n g much of the Roman 
p e r i o d and the market was amply 
s u p p l i e d w i t h an e n t i r e range o f wares 
o f l o c a l m a n u f a c t u r e . Both f i n e 
d r i n k i n g cups and m o r t a r i a made he re 
have been found on Roman s i t e s a l l 
o v e r B r i t a i n ; t h e r e f o r e any f u r t h e r 
l i g h t t h a t we a r e a b l e to th row on 
t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n and d a t i n g w i l l be 
r e l e v a n t t o a r c h a e o l o g i s t s work ing i n 
many p a r t s of the c o u n t r y . Much p ion -
e e r i n g work was done on the p o t t e r y of 
Roman C o l c h e s t e r by M. R. H u l l , a 
fo rmer c u r a t o r o f the museum. I t i s 
our hope to b u i l d on h i s work w i t h the 
a i d of the new m a t e r i a l made a v a i l a b l e 
to us by the l a r g e e x c a v a t i o n s o f the 
s e v e n t i e s . 

P h i l i p K e n r i c k 

P H I L I P KENRICK WORKING ON SOME OF THE HALF MILLION SHERDS! 

The COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST is 
composed o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f l o c a l 
and n a t i o n a l bodies' as w e l l as a few 
c o - o p t e d i n d i v i d u a l s and employs a 
permanent s t a f f o f a r c h a e o l o g i s t s t o 
deal w i t h the rescue s i t e s i n 
C o l c h e s t e r . 

F r i e n d s r e c e i v e two n e w s l e t t e r s a 
y e a r , a t t e n d an annual programme of 
l e c t u r e s o n t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r ' s 
p r o g r e s s , a re g i v e n conducted t o u r s o f 
c u r r e n t s i t e s and can take par t in a 
r e g u l a r programme o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
v i s i t s to s i t e s and monuments in the 
a r e a . 

The FRIENDS OF THE COLCHESTER 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST has been formed 
to p r o v i d e a means of keep ing 
i n t e r e s t e d members o f t he p u b l i c 
i n f o r m e d about the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l work 
go ing on in and around the h i s t o r i c 
town o f C o l c h e s t e r . The F r i e n d s 
p r o v i d e the funds to publ ish CATALOGUE 
- the N e w s l e t t e r o f the C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t . Mike C o r b i s h l e y 
o r g a n i s e s the F r i e n d s and e d i t s the 
N e w s l e t t e r . 

11. 

The annual s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s a re as 
f o l l o w s : A d u l t s £1.50, C h i l d r e n and 
Students 75p, F a m i l y Membership £2.00 
and I n s t i t u t i o n s o r n e w s l e t t e r s - o n l y 
£1 .00. 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s shou ld be sent to Mrs G. 
C h a d w i c k , T r e a s u r e r , F r i e n d s o f the 
C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t , 171 
Wivenhoe R d . A l r e s f o r d , C o l c h e s t e r 
C07 8AQ. 



Editorial 
A l t h o u g h ou r n e w s l e t t e r i s p r i n c i p a l l y 
about e x c a v a t i o n s o f the C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t we cannot a lways 
b r i n g y o u u p - t o - t h e - minu te news o f 
d i s c o v e r i e s f rom the g r o u n d . A t the 
moment t he T r u s t has no e x c a v a t i o n s in 
p r o g r e s s - t h i s does not mean t h a t the 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s a r e no t b u s y , t h o u g h . 
I n t h i s i s s u e we b r i n g you r e p o r t s o f 
p o s t - e x c a v a t i o n work and o t h e r 
p r o j e c t s t h a t the t r u s t has become 
i n v o l v e d i n . We a r e a l s o d e v o t i n g 
p a r t o f CATALOGUE to the p rob lem o f 
t r e a s u r e h u n t i n g . I n the nex t i s s u e 
(due in J a n u a r y 1981) we hope to b r i n g 
you news o f t h e T r u s t ' s n e x t b i g s i t e 
i n C u l v e r S t r e e t . 

Mike C o r b i s h l e y 

COLCHESTER FROM THE AIR 

A G U I D E T O C O L C H E S T E R ' S 

R O M A N W A L L 

A new b o o k l e t about C o l c h e s t e r ' s Roman 
w a l l and gateways is now on s a l e . 
W r i t t e n by Mike C o r b i s h l e y i t has been 
p u b l i s h e d by the F r i e n d s of the 
C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t t o 
encourage the c i t i z e n s o f C o l c h e s t e r 
and ou r t o u r i s t s to take a l o n g e r look 
at the Roman remains in the t own . 
A v a i l a b l e f rom bookshops and the 
museums. Spec ia l r a t e f o r F r i e n d s (see 
i n f o r m a t i o n s l i p i n t h i s i s s u e ) . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h i s i s s u e w e r e : 

P h i l i p Crummy, Nina Crummy and P h i l i p 
K e n r i c k ( C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t ) ; Dav id C l a r k e ( C u r a t o r , C a s t l e 
Museum, C o l c h e s t e r ) ; Mike C o r b i s h l e y 
( O r g a n i s e r , F r i e n d s o f the C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t ) . 
Pho tographs by A l i s o n C o l c h e s t e r and 
Essex County Newspapers . 


