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The Cattle Market Site

CATALOGLE 3 contained an account of

the discoveries made at the Ad Cattle
Mar ket but because this was witten

hal fway through the excavation, it
represents only part of the story.

The final few nonths saw di scoveries

of great interest, the nost dranmatic of
which was a very fine, nearly conplete
nosai ¢ pavenent.

THE ROMAN HOUSES

Perhaps the principal outcone of the
excavation was the recognition out-
side the town wall of a large Roman
suburb of which the M ddl eborough
Roman houses formpart. |In all, the
remai ns of three houses were found at
M ddl eborough, all of which were in

exi stence after the town wall was built
inthe early 2nd century. Qur water-
front postulated in CATALOGUE 3 turned
out to be a bend in the road as it
swung sharply westwards in the direction

of the Sheepen site (see plan on Page 3).

To the west of this road lay a very
fine and very | arge Roman house. It
stretched about 50 yards back from
the street frontage and encl osed an
inner court on three, perhaps four,
sides. At the north-west corner of
the house were two | arge roons of
high quality separated by a cross
passage. These roonms were sited so
that they would be as far away as
possi bl e fromthe noise and bustle
on the street and probably served as
the principal roons of the house.
Bot h roons contai ned nobsai c pavenents.
The northern one had an apsidal or
semcircular end and was likely to
have been of exceptional quality.
Unfortunately the nosai c had been
scraped up during the denolition of
the building, probably in the 3rd
century, and the cubes no doubt re-
used in a floor elsewhere. Al

that remained were traces inits
nmortar bedding. Luckily the other
paverent survived and was al nost
intact (see Pages6&7) . |n Roman
tinmes, this pavenent had been
repaired in several places with an
unsi ghtly coarse pink nortar and had
been partly destroyed just north of

centre by the insertion of a large
circul ar base, perhaps for a statue

or altar. Slight traces of this can be
seen centre left in the photograph of
the nosaic. The first nmosaic found in
the house was very fragmentary and | ay
in the central roomof the north wi ng.
This pavenment is described in the |ast
edition of CATALOGLE and el sewhere here.

Time did not permt adequate exanin-
ation of the earlier remains on the
site except in one small area, under
the street end of the |arge Roman
house. Here, fronting onto the street,
were found the remains of two succ-
essive earlier houses. Unlike their

| arge successor, both were tinber franed
wi t hout stone foundations. The earl-
ier of the two dates fromthe begi nn-
ing of the 2nd century and exhibits
various features which suggest that
originally the Roman street was |ined
on the west and perhaps the east sides
with closely packed small tinber

framed buildings. |In anongst the
denolition debris of the later of these
two houses were |arge |unps of one of
its walls covered with painted plaster.
Careful excavation and recording of the
fragnents enabl ed the reconstruction on
paper of nuch of the [ ower part of the
wal | . The design was of squares and
rectangl es over a dado of yell ow and
grey panel s.

To the north of the road was found not
the waterfront as conjectured but part
of another Roman house. This bel onged
to the 2nd or 3rd century and contai ned
roons floored with mainly plain tesse-
lated pavenents. On its east side had
been added a pair of roons containing a
hypocaust system - Roman underf| oor
heating. The stacks which supported the
floor were well preserved and the base
of the rectangul ar stoke-hole intact.

The presence has | ong been suspected of
a Ronman predecessor under the present
M ddl eborough street. This, it was

t hought, linked the town's north-west
gate at the foot of North HIl with a
bridge across the Colne at the site of
the present North Bridge. Such an
arrangenent woul d expl ain as Roman the
large section of masonry found in |843
on the site of the present North Bridge.
So strong was the construction of this

structure that several
made to blow it up with gunpowder.

However the alignment and position of

our third Roman house on the Cattl
Market site suggest that the main
man street fromNorth HII

e
Ro-

gate may

lie further east than M ddl eborough
and that therefore the stout masonry
under North Bridge is probably nedieval .

attenpts had to be
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The series of Roman walls found over
the years under North Station Road,
next to the Victoria Inn, reinforce
the conclusion that the line of the
present street here, both north and
south of the river, was established
in post-Roman tines.

Al though its course is not established
accurately, the Roman street under the
Cattle Market site probably |inks up
with the Roman road at Sheepen, disc-
overed in the 1930's, to forman appr-
oximate right angle. The junction
woul d appear to be at the south-west
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corner of the precinct of the |arge
tenple under St. Helena's School. Thus
the discovery of the street is especi-
ally significant in that now the inpo-
rtant remains in the Sheepen area can
apparently be physically linked with
the layout of the Roman town. Wth the
di scovery of this short section of the
road, we are now rmuch further forward
in uncovering the layout of this inpor-
tant part of Roman Col chester. Al so
the various sections of Roman walls and
paverents found over the years in the
vicinity of the Victoria Inn now

fall into place as the remains of one or
nore houses in the substantial suburb
whi ch clearly existed outside the north-
west corner of the walled part of the
Roman town, presumably both south and
north of the river Colne. The picture
whi ch ermerges is not of an area packed
wi th houses but of one with often |arge
bui I di ngs wi dely spaced in a generous

f ashi on.

THE MEDIEVAL BUILDINGS

Two conpl ete nedi eval properties were
exam ned during the course of the
excavation. The remains of the sout-
hern one of these and the surviving
tinber frame of the northern one (The
New Mar ket Tavern) were both described
in CATALOQLE 3. The archaeol ogi cal
remai ns of the New Market Tavern were
exam ned during August and Septenber
and these proved to be exceptional ly
wel I preserved for Col chester. Their
excavation necessitated sone re-
interpretation of the tinber frane.

The house had consisted of i) an
approxi mately square hall (or nmain
living area) heated by a central
hearth, ii) a north w ng containi ng
two ground floor roons and one at

first floor level, and iii) a south

w ng containing several small roons
separated fromthe hall by a screen

or cross passage leading fromthe front
door to the back yard. ne of the
sout hern roons contai ned an oven for
cooki ng and two contai ned hearths.
the adj acent property, the house in
its earliest formdates fromthe 13th
or l4th century.

Al t hough rmuch nore excavation coul d
have been carried out at the Mddl e-
borough site, the results achieved
are of considerable significance both

Li ke

in the context of the layout of the
Roman town and in the study of Col ch-
ester's nedi eval houses. The disco-
very of the |large nosaic was of part-
icular value not sinply in archaeol -
ogical ternms but also because of the
enormous public interest it stimlated
in the excavations, an interest which
we nuch wel coned and found nost
encour agl ng.

Philip G umy.
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The
Middleborough

PP b o v ; 3'._ Mosaics

R
.1'" 'Q‘a i During the excavations at Mddle-
~E 3 borough in the summer, three nosaics
7 were found: one al nost conpl ete, one,
smal l er and badly danaged, which was
1" featured in CATALOGE 3, and a very
» small piece of a third. Only about
, two square feet of this last surviv-
. ed, enough to show that it was nono-
. chromatic with a sinpl e geonetric
"pattern; it came fromthe 2nd
+ century house to the north of the
Ronman road.

The other two npsaics, both brightly
coloured, cane fromthe |arge town
house on the western side of the site
and date to the mid 2nd century. The
smal ler, fromthe north range of the
house, had been severely damaged by
the robbing of the foundations of the
roomand by later pits. Al that sur-
vived were two corners, each depicting
a different cantharus (a two-handl ed
@ vessel), and sufficient of the inner

(8 decoration to indicate a central circle.
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The larger nmosaic was in a roomin the
west end of the house and is remarkably
fine both in execution and overall

design; a nosaic of this quality has not
been found in Col chester since 1965.

The central panel shows a pair of west-
ling winged cupids watched by a bird;

some of the cubes used to formthe bird
are as small as 3nmsquare. To each side
of this panel is a semcircle containing

| a sea-beast, the undanaged ones show a
sea-horse and a sea-goat, both stretched
out at full gallop. Between these sem -
circles are triangular panels containing
motifs of peltae, ivy | eaves, ornate
lotus flowers, and black and white squares
and triangles. Each section of design

is surrounded by a multi-coloured border
— . A of guilloche, or ribbon-decoration.

'S oot ; s ' " S el W Surrounding this central part is a border,
e : LY ~ » o 0 BT Bhet? , franed by black |ines, of flowing foliate
Iv:ﬁ" o 1% Y L ’ b § - g L A gy ? scroll bearing in the roundels |otus
NI Lt 2 P Ve . . . ¢ A - flowers, ivy | eaves and four birds.
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The work of the rmuseum conservation
| aboratory covers a wi de range of
objects and materials. The museum
col l ection nust be naintained and
preserved, and this includes not
only the objects on display but al so
the reserve study collection, and
conditions for storage and di spl ay
continually nonitored. New acquis-
itions usually need treatment and

a large part of this work is spec-
ifically concerned with finds from
excavations in the town, which

cone in all year round. These

need to be cleaned so that they can
be identified and drawn for publi -
cation, and must be conserved for
future reference and displ ay.

Jean Wiiffing in the Conservation Laboratory
restoring a Bronze Age burial urn.

When objects, particularly those made
of netal, are excavated, they are
imedi ately put at risk. Wile they
are buried they deteriorate for a tine,
but then reach a point of stability
with their surroundings. As soon as
they are excavated they become expos-
ed to new surroundings and will start
on a new path of decay. So, care at
the time of excavation is vital if
objects are to be preserved. It is
usual |y essential to keep an excavat -
ed artifact in a simlar environment
to that inwhich it was buried until
it can be transferred to the |aborat-
ory. At its sinplest, this nmeans
keepi ng wet objects wet, and dry ones
dry. Sometimes it is possible to
inhibit corrosion by creating a diff-
erent but stabilising environnent.

Conservation and

When received in the |aboratory each
artifact nust be exam ned individu-
ally, and necessary treatment decided
on according to material and condition,
There cannot be an automatic routine,
or treatment in nass. Some objects
are in near perfect condition needing
little treatment, while others may be
little nmore than a stain on a piece of
earth.

Bot h chenical and mechani cal et hods
are used to clean and stabilise.

Many of the tools were designed for

ot her purposes, for exanple, dentist's
equi pment is particularly useful for

cl eaning, and X-ray photographs can
reveal fragile inlays or decoration

in heavily corroded pieces of netal
wor K.

LI FTING THE M DDLEBOROUGH MOSAI CS

Lifting the M ddl eborough nosaics set
some special problens, particularly
since the site was so wet. First to
be discovered were the two surviving
corners of a floor. This was during
a period of heavy rain, when the
water |evel around the nosaics was
quite high.

Basically the technique of lifting

is that gauze is fixed to the surface
of the tesserae with an adhesive to
hold themin place, and the tesserae
are then prized out of their setting
mortar and lifted away attached to
the gauze. To achieve this, the
tesserae nust be dry and clean and the
spaces between themfree of dirt so
that the glue and gauze w Il adhere
firmy. Long trowels, and a "rip" as
used for renoving roofing slates are
used to free the tesserae, and where
only a snall area is involved it is
possi bl e to push a sheet of netal
underneath as they are freed.

the mosaics

Once the piece of nosaic is lifted it
can be turned over. The back is then
cl eaned, and a new supporting backi ng
is applied. A fibreglass resin conb-
ination is often used as a backing
since it is strong and light in weight.
If the piece of nmosaic is large, the
fibreglass nay be reinforced with a
mesh of expanded al um ni um

Various adhesives can be used to fix
the gauze to the surface of the nosaic
but always bearing in mnd that it
must be renovabl e when the new backi ng
has been added. At M ddl ebor ough
"Corvic", a co-polymer of polyvinyl
chloride and pol yvinyl acetate, was
chosen. As it can only be used where
the surface is dry, the tw areas of
mosaic were isolated by digging a
trench around them Luckily the

weat her inproved and the nosaics dried
out quite well. They were then lifted
with little difficulty.

Meanwhi | e, the conplete floor was

di scovered, and this presented a diff-
erent problem It was in an extrenely
wet area, and since it was close under
a deep baulk, it could not be isolated.
I nstead, a sunp was dug besi de one
corner and this was punped out as water
collected. The surface of the nosaic
was dried using a gas fired bl ow heater
whilst it was covered and protected by
a tarpaulin supported on scaff ol di ng.

The choice with a whole floor is either
tocut it into sections and lift snall
pieces at atine, or tolift it in one
piece by rolling it onto a |l arge drum
as the tesserae are cut free. The rol-
ling nethod is generally preferable
since, after backing, the nosaic wll
have no nodern joins, but it sets eng-

i neering probl ens because of the heavy
wei ghts which nmust be rolled and lifted.
A special difficulty at M ddl eborough
was that the floor had sunk in the centre
so that the sides were now at a nmuch

hi gher level. However, wth advice and
a promse of help fromthe Borough Engi -
neer's Departnent, it was felt that
rolling could have been used, with a
final "roll" 5 metres wide, 2 netres in
di aneter and wei ghi ng about 2 tons.

The | arge nosaic at M ddl ebor ough bei ng
lifted. Miseumand Trust staff are hel ped
by Friends of the Trust.

However, before lifting started, it
becane probabl e that the nosaic woul d
be displayed in a building having

doors less than 2 netres wide, and it
woul d have been necessary to cut the
conplete nosaic into sections to get it
into the building. There was,
therefore, no point inlifting it in
one piece, and it was decided to Iift
it in a nunber of flat sections.

Thi s decision was fortunate since,

al though the two fragnents nearby had
lifted so easily, one side of the co-
mplete floor was very firnmly set into
the bedding nortar, and sone sections
had to be lifted with the nortar still
attached to avoid damage to the tess-
erae. This would have been out of the
question with rolling. Finally, with
a lot of hard work, and some frustrat-
ions, the nosaic was safely lifted.

The task of applying a new backi ng,
and joining the sections, has now
started. Were the nortar backing is
still attached, this will have to be
removed. The final nmounting will
depend on how the nmosaic is to be

di spl ayed.

Jean Wi ffing.



Notes and News

On two successive Saturdays in August

and Septenber, the public were invited
to visit the M ddl eborough excavati ons
and to see the |large new y-di scovered
nosai ¢ pavenent. Adverts were pl aced
in the entertai nnents page of the County
Standard, posters were displayed in
promnent places in the town and the
nosai ¢ was featured several tines both
on television and in the press. And
the people came in such | arge nunbers
that the total reached 2700 visitors!
Goups of up to forty were given gui ded
tours of the site either by diggers or
staff of the Trust or by nenbers of the
Friends. W were al nost overwhel ned at
times by the nunbers that turned up and
we were all struck by the considerable
ent husi asm and i nterest shown by nany of
of our visitors. O course the Open
Days could not have been the success
they were without the great efforts of
all concerned - many thanks to you all!
Philip O umy.

Several nenbers of the Trust contr-
ibuted to this issue - Philip
OGumy (Director), Carl Oossan &
N ck Smth (Ste Drectors) and

N na G umy (Research Assistant).
Al so contributing were Jean

Whi ffing (Assistant Keeper of
Conservation at the Castle Museun)
& G Il Corbishley (a founder
nmenber of the Friends).

FRIENDS ACTIVITIES

The Friends have held a neeting to
which all nenbers are invited once
every two nonths during the second
hal f of 1978-9.

In Septenber over forty people att-
ended a tour of the Castle vaults,
where the foundations of the Roman
Tenpl e of O audi us can be seen, and
of the Roman town walls and gates.
Miseum curator David d arke conducted
a visit to the vaults and the rest of
the nonunents were described by
Friends' organiser, M ke Corbishley.
After a two-hour trek, tea and cakes
organi sed by treasurer Ms Chadwi ck
were very wel cone.

Philip Crummy, Drector of the Trust,
led a caravan of nine carl oads through
the suburbs and outskirts of Col chester
to inspect the visible remains of the
pre- Roman defence systemand buri al
nounds and the Roman theatre at Gosbecks
in Novenber. The earthworks, which are
hardly visible in nmany pl aces, assu-
med cunul ative nmeaning and significance
which M Oumy's comentary and
answers to questions ably reinforced.

The last activity of 1978 was the
"Festive Forumt held in East H I
House, when £139. 00 was rai sed towards
Fri ends' funds.

At the AGM on January 27 a draft
constitution is to be submtted for
approval by the Friends. It is
hoped that Friends who w sh to
influence the organisation will att-
end busi ness neetings during 1979
and hel p organi se our future progr-
ame.

G |1 Corbishley.

BUTT ROAD

Wrk on the Ronman cenetery at Butt
Road resuned in Septenber. The
current excavations are concentrated
on a 600 square netre area at the
nost northerly part of the site,
where work to date has revealed a
further 120 burials, bringing our
total up to 570.

In February the remai nder of the
adj acent Roman tenple will be exam
ined and work on both the cenetery
and the tenpl e should be conpl et ed
by the late spring. There will be
a much fuller report about this
season's excavations in the June
edi tion of CATALOGUE.

Carl Crossan.

CO-OP SITE IN LONG WIRE STREET

In early Decenber excavation started
on the site of the Co-op's redevel op-
ment in Long Wre Street. The exca-
vations on Lion Wl k between 1971 and
1975, and observations nade on ot her
adj acent sites, suggest we may expect
to find the junction of three of the
town's Roman streets and buil di ngs
fronting on to them One of these

bui | di ngs may contain the remains of

a Roman donestic water supply, part

of whi ch was uncovered in 1956 when
the Co-op Chem st shop was built.
Beneat h these renamins can be expected
a section of the mlitary ranpart and
di tch whi ch defended the fort

establ i shed here by the Roman arny
after the invasion in AD 43. W hope
to find the remains of nedieval

houses within the first few days.
Excavation has found that Roman
material survives to within a foot of
the present ground | evel along the
Long Wre Street frontage. The net-
alling of the Roman street which ran
east-west and part of the walls of

the house which lay to the south of the
street have been | ocated. Mst of the
remai ns of the medi eval buildings which
once fronted Long Wre Street seemto
have been renoved when the recently-
denol i shed bui |l dings were constructed,
but further back fromthe street sone
nedi eval material still survives and so
far one nedi eval oven has been found.
The excavation will continue until
early February.

The Col chester and East Essex Co-
operative Society has generously don-
ated £1000 to the Trust. The nmoney will
be used mainly to enpl oy nmore diggers
to enabl e as much work as possible to
be done in the short tine available for
the excavati on.

Philip Crumy.
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POPLARHALL FARM
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The tinber fram ng of Popl arhal |
showi ng after renoval

Farm
of nmodern cl addi ng.

Until it was denolished in March this
year, Poplarhall Farnhouse stood in
isolation to the east of North Station
Road between Col chester By-pass and
North Station. Its exterior had been
conpl etely renovated earlier this
century but renoval of the nodern
cladding revealed the frane of a buil-
ding erected about 300 years ago.
Daring the course of denolition it was
possible to record its structure and
produce measured drawi ngs of its tinb-
er frame.

The formof its plan, with its central
chimey and entrance with a roomto
either side is typical of farnhouses
and cottages built in the 17th century.
Recent work on the structural details
of tinber-framed buildings in Essex has
shown that the methods of jointing and
construction found at Poplarhall Farm
agree well with what is found in 17th
century buil dings el sewhere in the
county. Al though displaying no unusual
features, Poplarhall Farmwas nevert he-
| ess a good exanple of a small 17th
century farmhouse, which in this case
had been overtaken by suburban grow h.

Ni ck Smith.

Bob Moyes, the Trust's Chief Draughts-
man, desi gned CATALOGAE S | ogo.



The COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGI CAL TRUST

is conposed of representatives of
local and national bodies as well as
a few co-opted individuals and enploys
a permanent staff of archaeol ogists
to deal with the rescue sites in

Col chester.

The FRIENDS OF THE COLCHESTER
ARCHAEOLOGI CAL TRUST has been formed
to provide a nmeans of keeping inter-
ested menmbers of the public informed
about the archaeol ogi cal work going
on in and around the historic town
of Col chester. The Friends provide
the funds to publish CATALOGUE - the
Newsl etter of the Col chester Archae-
ol ogical Trust. M ke Cor bi shl ey
organi ses the Friends and edits the
newsl etter.

T

The aerial photo of the M ddl eborough
site appears by kind perm ssion of the
Anglian Press Agency. All the other
photos were taken by the Trust's

phot ogr apher, Alison Col chester.

Friends receive two newsletters a
year, attend an annual programme of
|l ectures on the previous year's
progress, are given conducted tours
of current sites and can take part
in a regular programme of archae-
ol ogical visits to sites and nonu-
ments in the area.

The annual subscription rates are

as follows: Adults £1.50, Children

& Students 75p, Fam |y Menbership
£2.00 and Institutions or newsletters
only £1.00.

You will find a menmbership forminside
this newsletter. Subscriptions

should be sent to Ms G Chadwi ck,
Treasurer, Friends of the Col chester
Archaeol ogi cal Trust, 171 Wvenhoe Rd.,
Al resford, Colchester CO07 8AQ

If you have sonme time to spare and
would like to help the Trust on a
vol untary basis contact them at
East Hill House, 76 High Street,
Col chester (Tel. 41051).




