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A Framework for Today 

Poor o ld C o l c h e s t e r . . . . . 
knocked down f l a t . 

"And t h a t " , s a i d t h e P l a n n e r s , 
" i s t h a t " . 

(Beth H a r t , The G i l b e r d Schoo l ) 

Over t h e l a s t few y e a r s t h i s view o f 
C o l c h e s t e r has o f t en seemed a p t . But 
from an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o i n t of view t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n has had good r e s u l t s as w e l l 
as bad o n e s . On the one hand i t g ive s us 
a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p a s t bu t 
o n t h e o t h e r i t l e a v e s u s l i t t l e t ime t o 
do a l l we t h i n k is n e c e s s a r y . Of cour se 
t h e modern idea o f what i s n e c e s s a r y 
d i f f e r s from the view of a r c h a e o l o g i s t s 
o f e a r l i e r g e n e r a t i o n s . For a r c h a e o l o ­
g i s t s today i t i s imposs ib l e t o cope wi th 
modern urban e x c a v a t i o n w i thou t l a r g e 
f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s and teams of e x p e r t s 
t o p rov ide ' b a c k - u p ' fo r t he pr imary 
d i g g i n g . The C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t i s r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e e x c a v a t i o n 
and r e c o r d i n g of t he t own ' s t h r e a t e n e d 
a r c h a e o l o g y . Money fo r t h i s purpose 
comes from the Borough Counc i l and t h e 
County C o u n c i l , but p r i n c i p a l l y from t h e 
Department of the Environment . The 
func t ion o f the T r u s t ' s Execu t ive i s t o 
use t h e s e g r a n t s t o t h e b e s t advantage i n 
d e a l i n g wi th the many demands which t h e 
town ' s redevelopment c r e a t e s . 

In C o l c h e s t e r a l a r g e team of f u l l - t i m e 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s i s needed t o cope wi th t h e 
c u r r e n t 6 i t e s and t o p r e p a r e t h e m a t e r i a l 
from p r e v i o u s e x c a v a t i o n s fo r p u b l i c a t i o n . 

A t t h e moment a l l t h e T r u s t ' s e x c a v a t o r s 
a r e busy a t Bu t t Road wi th t h e i r s i t e 
d i r e c t o r , p l a n n e r and pho tog raphe r . I n 
E a s t H i l l House ( t h e T r u s t ' s temporary 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ) t h e y a r e backed up by f inds* 
e x p e r t s , draughtsmen and a r e s e a r c h 
a s s i s t a n t . The T r u s t ' s D i r e c t o r , P h i l i p 
Crummy, c o o r d i n a t e s t he e f f o r t s o f t h e s e 
w o r k e r s . F i n a l l y some of t he o b j e c t s 
found a r e d e a l t w i th by t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
l a b o r a t o r y a t t he C a s t l e Museum, where you 
w i l l e v e n t u a l l y b e a b l e t o see t he f i n d s . 

The team at t h e moment is working on a 
l a r g e s i t e i n B u t t Road, be fo re t h e 
b u i l d i n g of a new P o l i c e H e a d q u a r t e r s . 
The s i t e i s j u s t a sma l l p a r t o f a 1 5 0 a c r e 
Roman b u r i a l g round . The T r u s t ' s 
e x c a v a t o r s a r e hoping t o d ig around 2 , 0 0 0 
s k e l e t o n s , a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e p robab ly a s 
many as 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 Romans b u r i e d around 
Roman C o l c h e s t e r . There i s more i n f o r m -
a t i o n about t h e But t Road s i t e i n Notes 
and News a t t he end of t h i s n e w s l e t t e r 
and in our autumn e d i t i o n t h e r e w i l l be a 
f u l l r e p o r t . 

I n 1 8 6 7 f i f t y g u i n e a s was a l l t h a t was 
needed to recommence e x c a v a t i o n s i n t h e 
Roman c i t y of W t r o x e t e r . T h i s yea r our 
budget w i l l b e i n t h e r eg ion o f £ 4 0 , 0 0 0 . 
The T r u s t is no t asking you fo r f i n a n c i a l 
a s s i s t a n c e ( a l t hough no o f f e r s w i l l be 
r e f u s e d ! ) bu t we shou ld l i k e your suppor t 
for our work. You can a s s i s t us in two 
ways: by p r e s e n t i n g t h e case of 
a r chaeo logy whenever i t i s p o s s i b l e t o 
encourage n a t i o n a l and l o c a l bod ie s t o 
suppo r t t he work; or by coning and h e l p i n g 
i n t h e work i t s e l f . 

Hike C o r b i s h l e y 



Three years' excavation at Balkerne Lane 

After t h r e e yca r s o f work the r e s c u e 
e x c a v a t i o n s a t B a l k e r n e Lane f i n a l l y ceased 
l a s t December. Before t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e x p l o r a t i o n s began , i t was known from 
c a s u a l f i n d s o f w a l l s and pavements t h a t 
Roman b u i l d i n g s had e x i s t e d i n t h i s a r e a 
even though t h e y were o u t s i d e t h e wa l led 
p a r t of t h e town. But now we know t h a t 
t h i s p a r t o f Roman C o l c h e s t e r had n o t 
s imply been a suburb which had developed 
o u t s i d e t h e w a l l s l a t e o n i n t h e l i f e o f 
t h e colony bu t t h a t i t had stemmed from t h e 
days be fo re t h e town w a l l was b u i l t when 
t h e Roman c i t y was l a r g e r and i n c l u d e d a l l 
of the Balkerne Lane a r e a . The sequence of 
expans ion and c o n t r a c t i o n was q u i t e 
compl ica ted bu t can be b r i e f l y summarised 
a s f o l l o w s . 

The main C o l c h e s t e r to London road in 
Roman t i m e s , t h e o r i g i n a l A12, r a n 
o b l i q u e l y a c r o s s t he Balkerne Lane s i t e 
towards where t he C o l c h e s t e r Royal Grammar 
School i s t o d a y . Our e x c a v a t i o n s r e v e a l e d 
t h a t on e i t h e r s i d e o f t he road between 
A.D. 43 and 50 t h e r e l a y t h e remains of a 
c i v i l s e t t l e m e n t which was s i t u a t e d o u t s i d e 
t h e l e g i o n a r y f o r t r e s s . The s e t t l e m e n t was 
s e p a r a t e d from t h e f o r t r e s s by a bank and 
d i t c h , t he remains o f which l a y benea th t h e 
modern r o a d , Balkerne L a n e . 

Around A.D. 50 , t h e defences were f i l l e d in 
and the Roman colony was founded. The 
r a t h e r f l imsy b u i l d i n g s o f t he c i v i l 
s e t t l e m e n t were swept auay and r e p l a c e d by 
much b e t t e r q u a l i t y h o u s e s , no d i f f e r e n t 
from t h o s e e l sewhere i n t h e c i t y . 

I n l a t e A.D. 6 0 o r e a r l y 6 1 , t h e s e houses 
a t Balkerne Lane , in common w i t h t h e r e s t 

of t he c i t y , were d e s t r o y e d as a r e s u l t of 
t h e r e v o l t l e d by Queen Boudicca and h e r 
f o l l o w e r s . A f t e r t h e u p r i s i n g had f i n a l l y 
been quashed, t h e a u t h o r i t i e s i n C o l c h e s t e r 
somewhat b e l a t e d l y re ins ta ted t h e defences 
which t h e y had so r a s h l y f i l l e d in some 
1 0 y e a r s e a r l i e r . 

About 20 y e a r s l a t e r t h e s e defences were 
d i spensed w i t h i n t h e Balkerne Lane a r e a 
and r e p l a c e d by a new bank and d i t c h 
f u r t h e r w e s t ; t h e town s p i l l e d westwards 
and c l e a r l y by t h i s t ime had f u l l y 
r ecove red from t h e d e v a s t a t i o n of A . D . 6 0 / 1 . 

Sometime d u r i n g t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e 
second c e n t u r y t h e d e c i s i o n was t a k e n to 
p r o t e c t t he town wi th a s t one w a l l , b u t , 
p o s s i b l y fo r r e a s o n s o f expense , t he wa l l 
was no t b u i l t around t h e wes te rn expansion 
o f t he c i t y bu t a l o n g the o ld l i n e o f 
de fences a t Ba lkerne Lane , t h u s i s o l a t i n g 
t h e houses t o t h e w e s t . 

E v e n t u a l l y , a hundred or 60 y e a r s l a t e r , 
i n o r d e r t o improve the defences s t i l l 
f u r t h e r , t he ends o f t he d i t c h e s which 
b u t t e d onto t h e road l e a d i n g i n a t t h e 
B a l k e r n e Gate were j o i n e d t o g e t h e r and 
t h e road put ou t o f u s e . Th i s i s t h e r o o t 
cause of why today t h e High S t r e e t does 
no t ex tend up to t he Balkerne G a t e . Had 
i t done s o , i t i s very l i k e l y t h a t no t 
much of t he g a t e would s u r v i v e t o d a y . 

The remains of b u i l d i n g s and o t h e r 
s t r u c t u r e s d i s cove red dur ing t h e 
e x c a v a t i o n s i n c l u d e two t e m p l e s , a 

O c u l i s t ' s stamp from 

B a l k e r n e Lane . The stamp 

is 3.1 cm long and on one 

s i d e says 

meaning ' M a r t i a l , t h e o c u l i s t ' . 



monumental gateway, many p r i v a t e houses 
d a t i n g from c i r c a 43 to 400 , t h e remains 
of f i v e water -mains and a p o s s i b l e 
a q u e d u c t . 

The volume of f i n d s r ecove red from the 
e x c a v a t i o n s i s enormous and i n c l u d e s no t 
on ly about 600 c r a t e s of p o t t e r y and bone 
fragments bu t a l s o about 6,000 o t h e r 
o b j e c t s , most ly f ragmenta ry . These i n c l u d e 
2 ,000 c o i n s and 3»000 o b j e c t s of b ronze , 
bone or i r o n such as b r o o c h e s , p i e c e s o f 
m i l i t a r y f i t t i n g s , b r a c e l e t s , b e a d s , r i n g s , 
p i n s , keys and l o c k s . I n a d d i t i o n , h i n t s 
r e l a t i n g to t he occupa t i ons of t he Roman 
i n h a b i t a n t s of the Balkerne Lane a r e a were 
g iven by the uncovered remains of k i l n s 
and ovens as w e l l as t he d i s c o v e r y of 
s p e c i a l i s e d o b j e c t s such a s weaving 
implements , ' r o u g h - o u t s ' fo r bone p i n s , 
c r u c i b l e s , and waste p r o d u c t s from meta l 
work ing . A n o t a b l e f i n d i n t h i s c o n t e x t 
i s a stamp used in the manufacture of 
cakes o f e y e - s a l v e ( s e e p h o t o ) . 

Thus , n o t on ly did t h e excava t i ons r e v e a l 
much about t he development of t he Roman 

town bu t a l s o y i e l d e d v a l u a b l e evidence 
r e l a t i n g to the l i f e s t y l e and economy of 
t h e Roman occupants in t h i s p a r t o f t he 
town. 

Work has begun on producing the excavat ion 
r e p o r t , bu t due to t he s i z e and complexity 
o f t h e s i t e , t h i s w i l l t ake s e v e r a l y e a r s 
t o comple t e . 

Summary r e p o r t s o f t he d i s c o v e r i e s a t 
Balkerne Lane can be found in B r i t a n n i a 
VII (1976) : 343-4 and Archaeo log ica l 
Excava t ions 1975: 56-7 (HMSO 1976) . A 
much f u l l e r i n t e r i m r e p o r t w i l l appear i n 
B r i t a n n i a V I I I (1977) . " 

P . C . 

( I t i s p o s s i b l e t o o b t a i n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
j o u r n a l s through your p u b l i c l i b r a r y bu t ( 

members of t he Essex Archaeo log ica l 
S o c i e t y have f ree a c c e s s to most of them 
i n t h e i r l i b r a r y a t t he H o l l y t r e e s 
Museum. Ed . ) 

Roman spectator sports in Colchester 

Recent d i s c o v e r i e s from Balkerne Lane have 
t u r n e d our a t t e n t i o n t o s p o r t and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t d u r i n g t h e Roman p e r i o d . 
The c h i e f Roman s p e c t a t o r s p o r t s were 
g l a d i a t o r i a l combat and c h a r i o t - r a c e s . 
The l a t t e r were h e l d i n c i r c u s e s , such 
as t h e C i r c u s Maximus in Rome, and 
c o n s i s t e d of r a c e s between teams of two, 
t h r e e , f o u r , s i x o r seven h o r s e s drawing 
l i g h t c h a r i o t s . G l a d i a t o r i a l combats 
took p l a c e i n a m p h i t h e a t r e s ; t h e r e were 
two main t ypes of g l a d i a t o r , t h e 
SECUTORES, themselves grouped i n t o t h r e e 
d i v i s i o n s , T h r a c i a n s , S a m i t e s and G a u l s , 
armed wi th sword, s h i e l d and body armour , 
and t h e RETIARII, armed w i t h shou lde r 
gua rd , n e t and t r i d e n t . Other e n t e r t a i n ­
ments w h i c h took p l a c e i n a m p h i t h e a t r e s 
i n c l u d e d armed men (BESTIARII) f i g h t i n g 
wi ld b e a s t s , wi ld b e a s t s s e t a g a i n s t 
c a p t i v e d e f e n c e l e s s men, and even n a v a l 
b a t t l e s . 

Dur ing the e x c a v a t i o n s a t Balkerne Lane 
d e p i c t i o n s o f bo th g l a d i a t o r s and c h a r i o t -
r a c i n g have been found. Fragments of a 
c l e a r monochrome mould-blown g l a s s c h a r i o t -
c u p , d e c o r a t e d i n r e l i e f , were d i scovered 
i n 1976. The cup w a l l i s d iv ided i n t o 
t h r e e f r i e z e s , t he topmost b e a r i n g t h e 
l egend OLYMPE VA, t he middle f r i e z e shows 
a c h a r i o t e e r d r i v i n g a QUADRIGA, a f o u r -
hor se c h a r i o t , and t h e lowes t f r i e z e shows 
a l i o n c a t c h i n g a ? d o g . The symbol fo r 
" C a t a l o g u e " i s based on t h i s c u p . There 
a r e o t h e r examples of t h e s e cups from 
C o l c h e s t e r . The Sheepen e x c a v a t i o n s of the 

O p p o s i t e . 

A g l a d i a t o r p a i n t e d on a wa l l of a 
Roman house found at Balkerne Lane 
i n 1976 . 
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1 9 3 0 s produced an a lmos t complete cup 
shov ing p a i r s o f g l a d i a t o r s i n combat, and 
a complete c h a r i o t - c u p , now in t h e B r i t i s h 
Museum, was found in a g rave in We l l e s l ey 
Road. The cups a r e p r o b a b l y G a u l i s h and 
d a t e t o t he mid f i r s t c e n t u r y . 

La te in 1 9 7 6 a t Balkerne Lane a l a r g e 
q u a n t i t y o f c o l l a p s e d w a l l p l a s t e r was 
found. Among t h e p i e c e s were s e v e r a l 
which f i t t e d t o g e t h e r t o show two g l a d i -
a t o r s , one v i r t u a l l y complete ( s e e p h o t o ) . 
P robab ly a T h r a c i a n , he wears a c r e s t e d 
h e l m e t , b r e a s t p l a t e , b e l t e d t u n i c , g reaves 
and c a r r i e s a s h o r t sword; h i s s h i e l d 
l i e s on t he ground be fo re him and he r a i s e s 
a f i n g e r in token of s u b m i s s i o n . The 
g l a d i a t o r behind him h a s a much l a r g e r 
s h i e l d and i s p o s s i b l y t h e r e f o r e a 
S a m n i t e . The p a i n t i n g i s execu ted i n r e d s , 
cream and whi te a g a i n s t a g reen background. 

Over t h e y e a r s a f a i r l y s u b s t a n t i a l 
c o l l e c t i o n o f o b j e c t s d e p i c t i n g amphi­
t h e a t r e o r c i r c u s scenes have been found 
i n C o l c h e s t e r . The l o c a l p o t t e r y i n d u s t r y 
o f c i r c a 200 has c o n t r i b u t e d l a r g e l y t o 
t h i s g r o u p , both s a r i a n and b a r b o t i n e 
w a r e s . Among t h e c o l l e c t i o n s of t h e 
B r i t i s h Museum is a b a r b o t i n e vase 
showing a g l a d i a t o r d r i v i n g a QUADRIGA, 
a confus ion of the two themes by t h e 
p o t t e r . I n t he C o l c h e s t e r and Essex 
Museum a r e s e v e r a l p i e c e s o f b a r b o t i n e 
d e c o r a t e d v a r i o u s l y w i t h BESTIARII and 
c h a r i o t - s c e n e s ; most n o t a b l e among t h e 
b a r b o t i n e wares i s t h e ' C o l c h e s t e r Vase ' 
which d e p i c t s an an imal h u n t , b e a r -
b a i t i n g by BESTIARII and a c o n t e s t between 
a SECUT0R and a RETIARIUS, t h e l a t t e r 
r a i s i n g h i s f i n g e r i n s u b m i s s i o n . Also 
p o s s i b l y connected wi th t h e l o c a l manu­
f a c t u r e of b a r b o t i n e ware i s a sma l l 
n e g a t i v e punch of a SECUTOR. The 
C o l c h e s t e r Samian p o t t e r s i nc luded i n 
t h e i r range of f i g u r e - t y p e s some connected 
wi th t h e a m p h i t h e a t r e . P o t t e r A used a 
c a p t i v e i n con junc t i on v a r i o u s l y wi th a n 
a t t a c k i n g b e a r , l i o n / l e o p a r d and dog, and 
t h r e e d i f f e r e n t p a i r s of SECUTORES, one 
p a i r be ing d u p l i c a t e d b y P o t t e r B . 

F i r s t - c e n t u r y lamps , p o s s i b l y made l o c a l l y , 
a l s o show g l a d i a t o r s : t h e N e r o n i a n l e v e l s 
o f t he 1 9 3 0 s Sheepen e x c a v a t i o n s brought 
to l i g h t a fragment of a Gaul wi th a 
? S a m n i t e ; and the pre-Boudiccan l e v e l s o f 
t he Lion W a l k e x c a v a t i o n s , 1971-74, 
produced a ve ry smal l fragment showing a 

? G a u l . These lamp fragments a r e in 
v a r y i n g f a b r i c s and a r e from d i f f e r e n t 
moulds . 

In t h e B r i t i s h Museum t h e r e i s an i v o r y 
s t a t u e t t e of a SECUTOR c a r r y i n g a s h i e l d 
on which is shown a c o n t e c t in p r o g r e s s 
between two SECUTORES. T h i s s t a t u e t t e 
was found somewhere in Lexden. 

Pe rhaps t h e most unusua l f ind i n t h i s 
group i s t h a t o f t h e t e r r a c o t t a p l a q u e 
supposed ly found on t h e s i t e o f t h e Union 
House c i r c a 1 8 4 8 . The o b j e c t i s now l o s t 
bu t a drawing by J o s i a h P a r i s h s u r v i v e s . 
I t shows a p laque on which in r e l i e f i s a 
h e a v i l y - a r m e d g l a d i a t o r t u r n i n g towards a 
l a r g e , f e r o c i o u s l e a p i n g f i s h . 

As C o l c h e s t e r was one of t he major towns 
of Roman B r i t a i n we might expec t to f i n d 
i n o r n e a r i t e i t h e r a n amph i thea t r e o r 
a c i r c u s , or b o t h . No c i r c u s h a s y e t 
been found in B r i t a i n , though e i g h t 
a m p h i t h e a t r e s a r e known. Hypotheses 
have been pu t forward t o sugges t s i t e s 
f o r each i n C o l c h e s t e r , bu t t h e s e i d e a s 
a r e too u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d t o b e a c c e p t e d 
y e t . I t remains for f u tu r e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e x c a v a t o r s o f C o l c h e s t e r t o so lve t h e s e 
p rob lems . 

N.E. 

Scrubbers wanted ! 
H e l p e r s a r e needed to wash t h e l a r g e 
backlog of unc leaned a n i m a l bone from t h e 
e x c a v a t i o n s over t he l a s t s i x y e a r s . 
There a r e a lmost a q u a r t e r of a m i l l i o n 
p i e c e s t o wash, s o t h e r e i s p l e n t y t o do) 
I f you a r e i n t e r e s t e d p l e a s e c o n t a c t 
Vicky Gra inge r a t t he T r u s t h e a d q u a r t e r s 
a t Eas t H i l l House, 7 6 High S t r e e t , 
C o l c h e s t e r ( T e l . 0 2 0 2 6 4 1 0 5 1 ) . 
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Archaeology above ground 

at Trinity Street 

The o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s s i t e 
a r o s e a s a r e s u l t o f p l a n s t o c a r r y ou t 
e x t e n s i v e a l t e r a t i o n s to Nos 2 and 3 
T r i n i t y S t r e e t and to e r e c t a new b u i l d i n g 
on t h e vacan t s i t e t h a t had been No. 1 a t 
t he c o r n e r o f T r i n i t y S t r e e t and Culver 
S t r e e t . 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n had two a i m s , t h e f i r s t 
be ing a complete s u r v e y of t h e e x i s t i n g 
b u i l d i n g , o f which t h e e a r l i e s t p a r t s 
appeared t o d a t e t o t h e l a t e 1 6 t h c e n t u r y . 
At t h a t t ime No. 3 seems to have formed 
t h e n o r t h e r n arm of an H-plan house 
compr i s ing Nos 3 , and 5 T r i n i t y S t r e e t . 
I t was o f b r i c k l a i d in E n g l i s h Bond and 
two o f i t s s u r v i v i n g w a l l s c o n t a i n e d 
b r i c k f o u r - c e n t r e d a r c h e d , making i t the 
e a r l i e s t known domest ic b u i l d i n g i n 
C o l c h e s t e r c o n s t r u c t e d e x c l u s i v e l y o f 
b r i c k . Two l a r g e s e m i - c i r c u l a r a r c h e s i n 
t he west wa l l of Nos 1 and 2, a l s o of 
E n g l i s h Bond b r i ckwork , a r e of approxim-
a t e l y the same d a t e and may be p a r t of t h e 
same p r o p e r t y . Towards t he end of t he 
17th century the whole block, Nos 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5, was given a new brick facade of 
Flemish Bond, which i n c o r p o r a t e d a s t r i n g 
course and p i l a s t e r s a t f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l , 
an unusua l f e a t u r e , t o g e t h e r wi th l a r g e 
r e c t a n g u l a r mul l ioned windows, one of 
which remained a t t h e back o f No. 2 . The 
b u i l d i n g was p robab ly d iv ided i n t o f ive 
s e p a r a t e u n i t s a t t h e end o f t h e 1 8 t h 
c e n t u r y when the p r e s e n t doorways and 
sash windows were i n s e r t e d . 

The second aim of t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n was to 
f ind f u r t h e r ev idence of t he d a t e of the 
e a r l i e s t post-Roman occupa t ion i n t h i s 
a rea of t he town. There fo re a sma l l 
a rea was excava ted a s c l o s e t o t he T r i n i t y 
S t r e e t f ron tage a s p o s s i b l e and t h i s 
provided a s e r i e s of p i t s d a t i n g from the 
1 8 t h c e n t u r y back a s f a r a s t h e l a t e 1 0 t h 
o r e a r l y 1 1 t h c e n t u r y . The p o t t e r y found 
i n the e a r l i e s t p i t s i s i n accordance 
wi th t he c o n c l u s i o n s a r r i v e d a t from 
p rev ious e x c a v a t i o n s in Lion Walk and 
T r i n i t y S t r e e t t h a t Culver S t r e e t and 
T r i n i t y S t r e e t were bo th i n u s e a s 
t ho roughfa re s w e l l be fo re t h e Norman 
conques t . Even sma l l e x c a v a t i o n s l i k e 
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t h i s can be u s e f u l i n showing which p a r t s 
of t h e town were occupied d u r i n g the 
s u c c e s s i v e p e r i o d s o f i t s h i s t o r y and the 
present excavation is to be seen as one of 
a series of such excavations to be 
c o n t i n u e d i n t h e f u t u r e . 

N.A.S. 

NOTES AND NEWS 
The C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t i s 
composed of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l bod ies as w e l l as a few co -op t ed 
i n d i v i d u a l s and employs a permanent s t a f f 
o f a r c h a e o l o g i s t s t o dea l w i t h r e scue 
s i t e s i n C o l c h e s t e r . T h i s yea r t he F r i e n d s 
of t he C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t was 
formed to suppor t t he T r u s t ' s work. The 
s u b s c r i p t i o n pe r yea r i s - Adu l t s and 
I n s t i t u t i o n s £ 1 . 5 0 , Family Membership 
£ 2 . 0 0 , C h i l d r e n and S t u d e n t s 7 5 p . For 
t h i s , F r i e n d s r e c e i v e two n e w s l e t t e r s a 
y e a r , a r e a b l e to a t t e n d a l e c t u r e on the 
y e a r ' s work and w i l l be g iven conducted 
t o u r s o f t he c u r r e n t s i t e s . Mike 
C o r b i s h l e y o r g a n i s e s t he F r i e n d s and e d i t s 
t he n e w s l e t t e r , bu t s u b s c r i p t i o n s shou ld 
be s e n t to Mrs G Chadwick, T r e a s u r e r , The 
F r i e n d s o f t he C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t , 171 Wivenhoe Road, A l r e s f o r d , 
C o l c h e s t e r C07 8AQ. You can c o n t a c t t h e 
C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t v i a t he 
C a s t l e Museum, C o l c h e s t e r . 

Through the Manpower S e r v i c e s Commission 
under the Job C r e a t i o n P r o j e c t - t he 
government scheme to c r e a t e jobs to h e l p 
a l l e v i a t e unemployment - t he T r u s t has 
r ece ived a g r an t to enable i t to employ 
two more draughtsmen, a p a r t - t i m e c l e r i c a l 
a s s i s t a n t and someone to h e l p ca t a logue 
the animal bones excava ted over the l a s t 
s i x y e a r s . Th i s g r a n t w i l l be o f g r e a t 
h e l p in speed ing up the t a s k of p u b l i s h i n g 
the r e s u l t s o f r e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n s . 
T o t a l i s £8,000. 

Government c u t s in spending have no t 
r e s u l t e d in a cu t -back in t he T r u s t ' s 
g r a n t for t h i s y e a r . I n s t e a d the T r u s t ' s 
g r a n t from the Department of the 
Environment i s t he same as l a s t year which, 
s i n c e t h e r e i s no a l lowance for i n f l a t i o n , 
does r e p r e s e n t a c u t of s o r t s . T o t a l 
a lmost £40,000, one t h i r d from l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s . 



To da t e over 400 b u r i a l s have been dug up 
a t t he But t Road cemetery - in a l l up to 
2000 a r e expec t ed . Arrangements a r e being 
made fo r bone s p e c i a l i s t s to examine and 
r e p o r t o n t he m a t e r i a l ; t h i s , i t i s hoped, 
w i l l i n c l u d e c o n s i d e r a b l e a s s i s t a n c e from 
ab road , from the I n s t i t u t e of Pa l aeo ­
pa tho logy and P a l e o a n t h r o p o l o g y in Lyons . 

Open days fo r the F r i e n d s at Bu t t Road 
cemetery a r e on 29th and 30th J u l y . Some 
f i n d s w i l l be on d i s p l a y and guides w i l l 
be a v a i l a b l e a l t h o u g h , because of the 
excava t ion t echn iques employed, t h e r e w i l l 
no t be a g r e a t dea l o f t he s i t e to s e e . 
V i s i t o r s w i l l be shown how t h e a r c h a e ­
o l o g i c a l excava t ion i s be ing c a r r i e d out 
and the r e c o r d i n g s y s t e m w i l l be e x p l a i n e d . 
Ent rance v i a Denmark S t r e e t , off t he top 
of Maldon Road. Anytime between 9.00 am 
and 5.00 pm. 

A smal l d i s p l a y of r e c e n t f i n d s from Bu t t 
Road i s be ing o r g a n i s e d i n t h e C a s t l e 
Museum fo r Augus t . 

impor tan t Roman sac red s i t e and the aim of 
the e x c a v a t i o n i s to a s s e s s the e x t e n t of 
t he dange r . We w i l l r e t u r n to B u t t Road 
in September . 

We s h a l l t e m p o r a r i l y s t o p work at Bu t t 
Road in e a r l y August in o r d e r to move to 
Gosbecks fo r a m o n t h , to work t h e r e 
between h a r v e s t and r e c u l t i v a t i o n . The 
Department of t he Env i ronnen t i s concerned 
about t he e f f e c t of p loughing on t h i s very 

YOU can sti l l buy copies of 'Not only a 
m a t t e r of t ime ' - a b o o k l e t which o u t l i n e s 
t h e a r chaeo logy of C o l c h e s t e r and sugges t s 
ways i n which i t m i g h t b e d e a l t wi th before 
i t i s a l l d e s t r o y e d . From t h e C a s t l e 
Museum - 6 0 p . 

You can a l s o buy from t h e C a s t l e Museum 
a n a r t i c l e , w i t h p l a n s , about P o r t r e e v e ' s 
House, E a s t Bay, C o l c h e s t e r . The T r u s t 
c a r r i e d ou t a d e t a i l e d r e c o r d i n g and 
a n a l y s i s o f t h i s 15th c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g . 
I t was p u b l i s h e d i n Pos t -Medieva l 
Archaeology Vol .10 and i s now a v a i l a b l e 
a s a n o f f p r i n t f o r 2 5 p . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h i s i s s u e were : 

P h i l i p Crummy the T r u s t ' s D i r e c t o r 
Nick Smith a s i t e d i r e c t o r 
Nina Elmore t h e r e s e a r c h a s s i s t a n t 

Bob Moyes, t he c h i e f draughtsman, des igned 
our f r o n t cover and Al i son C o l c h e s t e r took 
t h e p h o t o g r a p h s . 


	Catalogue No 1
	A Framework for Today by Mike Corbishley
	Three years' excavation at Balkerne Lane by Philip Crummy
	Roman spectator sports in Colchester by Nina Elmore
	Archaeology above ground  at Trinity Street by Nick Smith
	Notes and news 

