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1 Summary
Archaeological monitoring and recording was carried out at 1 The Paddock, Stock, 
Ingatestone, Essex during the construction of two single-storey side extensions and a 
single storey front extension. A new driveway was also created. No significant 
archaeological remains were found during the groundworks, despite being in a village 
which had a thriving pottery industry from the 16th to 19th centuries.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for archaeological monitoring at 1 The Paddock, Stock, Essex which 
was carried out on 6th-7th and 9th-10th September 2021. The work was commissioned 
by Matthews Serjeant Architects Ltd in advance of the construction two new single-
storey side extensions, a single-storey front extension, and the creation of a new 
driveway. The work was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).  

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), 
Historic Environment Advisor Alison Bennett advised that in order to establish the 
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to 
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National 
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for Archaeological 
Monitoring and Recording, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Alison 
Bennett (ECCPS 2021), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT 
in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2021).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (-
Historic England 2016), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England
(EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute 
for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 
2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and
research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological includes extracts of the ECC brief and the Essex Historic 
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, 
Essex (accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk  )  . 

The Historic Environment Record shows that the development site is within an area of 
archaeological potential.  From the 16th to the 19th century, Stock had a thriving brick, 
tile and pottery industry which formed an important part of the local economy.  
Discoveries relating to this industry include an 18th-century brick and tile kiln 50m to 
the north-east of the development site (EHER 5507), with significant quantities of kiln 
waste recovered 110m to the south-east (at 10 The Paddock; CAT Report 704, EHER 
48334), 250m to the south-east (EHER 5391) and 320m to the south-west (CAT Report
598).  Recent archaeological investigations at 'Caer Luel', The Paddocks (CAT Report 
1201), 2 The Paddocks (CAT Report 1272) and 3 The Paddocks (CAT Report 1580) 
have, however, uncovered no significant archaeological remains.

A Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age gully was found c 300m south-east of the site (EHER
46565). Approximately 300m to the south-west of the site is the location of a possible 
Iron Age enclosure (EHER 9135) and Roman cremation cemetery (EHER 5380).
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4      Aims
Archaeological monitoring was carried out to identify and record any surviving 
archaeological deposits that may exist on the site. 

5      Results (Figs 2-3)
A CAT archaeologist monitored the excavation of foundation trenches for the three 
extensions to the property. Associated groundworks monitored comprised of the north 
and south soakways, postholes for the front porch, and reduction of the ground for the 
driveway on the south-east corner of the site.

All foundation trenches were 0.6m wide, between 0.8m-1.2m deep, and totalled 67.4m 
in length. The north and south soakaways were c 1.1m x 1.8m and c 1.2m deep. In 
readiness for the new driveway the ground was reduced by c 0.3m, removing the 
topsoil and upper part of the subsoil. This reduction covered an area of c 11.6 x 6.6m. 
The postholes for the front porch were 0.2m x 0.2m.

Photograph 1  Excavation of footings on south-east side of property, 
looking north 
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Photograph 2 Completed excavation of footings on south-east side 
of property, with concrete, looking south

Four layers were monitored, i.e. topsoil (L1, 0.1-0.15m thick), sealing a make-up (L2, 
0.4-0.5m thick), with a yellow clay natural (L3) from c 0.6m deep. A modern make-up 
layer (L4, c 0.05m thick) was also found under the concrete foundations of the former 
garage. Modern ceramic building material (CBM) was observed in L1 but was not 
recovered. A full context list can be found in Appendix 1.

A small quantity of pottery and CBM were recovered from L2, but no archaeological 
features were observed during monitoring.
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     Photograph 3 Excavation of footings on north-west side of property, looking north-west

Photograph 4  Excavation of footings on north-west side of property, showing concrete 
footings of former garage, looking west
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Photograph 5  Partial excavation of northern soakaway, looking west

6      Finds

6.1 Ceramic and Pottery finds
by Dr. Matthew Loughton

The watching brief uncovered three sherds of pottery and ceramic building material 
(henceforth CBM) with a weight of 36g.  All of this material was recovered from L2 and 
consisted of a overfired (?) tripod pipkin (EVE: 0.08) in post-medieval red earthenwares
(fabric F40), dating to c 1550-1800AD, a sherd of Roman coarse oxidised and related 
ware (fabric DJ), and a small fragment of post-medieval or modern brick.  Layer 2 dates
to the 19th to 20th centuries.

6.2 Miscellaneous finds
by Laura Pooley

A small fragment of an indeterminate iron lump (26.9g) came from L2 (finds no. 2).  

7      Conclusion
In spite of being located in an archaeologically-sensitive area, no surviving 
archaeological deposits were encountered during monitoring.

8    Acknowledgements
CAT thanks Matthews Serjeant Architects Ltd for commissioning and funding the work. 
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10    Abbreviations and glossary
archaeological archaeological monitoring involves an archaeologist being present in
monitoring the course of carrying out development works (which may include 

conservation works), to identify and protect archaeological deposits, features 
or objects which may be uncovered or otherwise affected by the works

Bronze Age (Late) Late Bronze Age, period from c 1000 – 700 BC
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CBM ceramic building material, ie brick/tile
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
ECC Essex County Council
ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
Iron Age period from 700 BC to Roman invasion of AD 43
Iron Age (Early) Early Iron Age, period from c 600 – 400BC
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS, 

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main
pipkin a small earthenware pot used to cook over a direct heat
post-medieval from c AD 1500 to c 1800
Roman the period from AD 43 to c AD 410
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation
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11    Contents of archive
Finds: none retained
Paper record 

          One A4 document wallet containing:
      The report (CAT Report 1709) 

ECCPS brief, CAT written scheme of investigation 
Original site record (feature and layer sheets, finds record) 

          Site digital photos and log
Inked sections
Digital record
The report (CAT Report 1709)
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Site digital photographs, thumbnails and log
Graphic files
Survey data

12    Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be 
permanently deposited with Chelmsford Museum under accession code: CHMER: 
2021.002.

© Colchester Archaeological Trust 2021
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A  ppendix 1  Context list  

Trench 
no.

Context Finds 
no.

Context type Description Date

All L1 - Topsoil Friable dry medium-dark grey-brown sandy silt 
with stone: 5% and tile/brick: 10%

Modern

All L2 1, 2 Make-up/deposit Friable medium grey-brown clayey silt Modern

All L3 - Natural Firm light-medium yellow-orange-brown clay 
with occasional light blue clay flecks

Post-glacial

All L4 - Landscaped 
layer

Friable dark grey-brown sandy-silt with gravel: 
5%, stone: 30%, tile/brick: 20%

Modern
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