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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation of three trenches was carried out on land at Maldon Wycke, Spital 
Road, Maldon, Essex, in advance of the construction of three new dwellings.  The site was 
located to the southeast of the historic town of Maldon and within a farmstead that has origins in
the medieval period. Despite the sites location only two pits were recorded, one medieval/post-
medieval in date and one 18th-19th century in date.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching on land at Maldon Wycke, 
Spital Road, Maldon, Essex which was carried out on the 14th April 2021. The work was 
commissioned by Paula Roberson (Plaiter Claiborne) on behalf of Pharaoh Group in advance of 
the construction of three detached dwellings and was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological 
Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), Historic 
Environment Advisor Maria Medlycott advised that in order to establish the archaeological 
implications of this application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of 
archaeological investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for trial-trenching and 
excavation at Land at Maldon Wycke, Spital Road, Maldon detailing the required archaeological 
work, written by Maria Medlycott (ECCPS 2020), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) 
prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2021).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England 
2015), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This 
report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard 
and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for 
the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 
2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the brief and the Essex Historic Environment
Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex (accessible to 
the public via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The proposed development site is located just south of a Maldon Hall, where a number of listed 
buildings exist (NHLE 1256294-7, NHLE 1256299, EHER 38490-4). Relating the medieval and 
post-medieval hall and farm, the buildings date from the 15th century to the 19th century. 
Maldon Hall is enclosed by a large rectangular homestead moat (EHER 7778), the majority of 
which is still visible today.

Within the grounds of Maldon Hall is a possible Roman villa (EHER 7777), with finds including a
gold stater of Bellovaci (EHER 7780).  

An archaeological excavation carried out at Maldon Hall Farm recorded a small enclosed 
cemetery, dated to the second half of the 1st century AD (EHER 14778). Three of the nine pits 
excavated contained cremation burials, and a selection of pedestal urns and bowls was 
recovered (Lavender, 1991). Metal finds included a silver brooch, an iron disc and fragments of 
copper alloy (EHER 14779). 

In 2019 CAT undertook an archaeological evaluation at Maldon Hall Farm, to the north of the 
development site, which uncovered a post-medieval culvert, a post-medieval ditch and an 
undated posthole (CAT Report 1397).
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Approximately 500m to the west is a complex of cropmarks (EHER 7989, 8026), mainly linear 
features but also a small rectangular cropmark.

4      Aims
The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to record the extent of any surviving 
archaeological deposits, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow the 
ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.

5      Results (Figs 2-4)
Three trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist. T1 
consisted of two 10m long trenches arranged in a T-shape, T2 was 20m long and T3 25m long. 
All trenches were 1.8m wide. A full context list can be found in Appendix 1.

 
The trenches were excavated through three layers. Modern topsoil (L1, c 0.14-0.21 thick) 
sealed subsoil (L2, c 0.10-0.25m thick) beneath which lay natural (L3, encountered at a depth of
c 0.28-0.45m below current ground level).

Photograph 1  Trench 3 – view N

Sondages were excavated in all three trenches to confirm the identification of natural ground 
level. No archaeological remains were discovered in T2.

Trench 1 (T1)
Pit F1 produced a small assemblage of finds of different dates. The pit was most likely dated 
18th-19th century and the earlier finds residual. It was circular in shape with a flat base and was
not fully exposed due to the trench edge. The exposed area was 1.93m by 0.77m and 0.17m 
deep.
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Trench 3 (T3)
F2 was a large, shallow pit dating to the medieval/post-medieval period. Four peg-tile fragments
were recovered from the fill of F2. The exposed area of F2 was 5.55m by 2.42m and 0.21m 
deep.

Photograph 2  Pit F2 – view SSE

6      Finds

6.1 Ceramic and pottery finds
By Dr Matthew Loughton

The evaluation uncovered a small collection of pottery and ceramic building material (henceforth
CBM) with eight sherds with a weight of 419g (Table 1).  The mean sherd weight is 52g.

Ceramic material No. Weight (g) MSW (g)

Pottery 1 2 2

CBM 7 417 60

Total 8 419 52

Table 1 Details on the main types of ceramics and pottery
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This material was recovered from just two features (Table 2).

Context Description No. Weight (g) MSW (g)

F1 Pit 4 82 21

F2 Pit 4 337 84

Total 8 419 52

Table 2 Quantities of pottery and CBM by features

Pit F1 contained one sherd of medieval sandy greyware (fabric F20) pottery with a weight of 2g 
which dates to c 1150-1375/1400.  In addition, there was also a sherd of Roman brick or tile 
(RBT) with a weight of 18g, one sherd of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile (28g), and a small 
fragment of brick (34g) dating from the 18th to the 19th century.

Pit F2 contained four sherds of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile with a weight of 337g.

Conclusion
Table 3 summarizes the dating evidence for the features and layers which produced dateable
ceramic finds.

Context Feature type Post-Roman pottery CBM Overall date Approx.

F1 Pit F20 BR, PT 18th-19th century

F2 Pit - PT Medieval/post-medieval

Table 3  Approximate dates for the individual features

7 Conclusion
Two features were uncovered during the evaluation at Maldon Wycke. Pit F1 was dated to the 
18th to 19th century and pit F2 more broadly to the medieval/post-medieval period. Both 
features are likely associated with the Maldon Wycke farmstead. Residual finds from pit F2 
(Roman brick and medieval pottery) are indicators of earlier activity in the vicinity of the 
development site.
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10    Abbreviations and glossary
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CBM ceramic building material, ie brick/tile
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
context specific location of finds on an archaeological site
ECC Essex County Council
ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
medieval period from AD 1066 to c 1500
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS, 

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main     
post-medieval  from c AD 1500 to c 1800
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation

11    Contents of archive
Finds: None retained
Paper and digital record 

          One A4 document wallet containing:
          The report (CAT Report 1659)

ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
          Original site record (feature and layer sheets, finds record, plans)
          Site digital photos and log

Digital record
The report (CAT Report 1659)
CBC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Site digital photographs, thumbnails and log
Graphic files
Survey data

12    Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman 
Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently 
deposited with Colchester Museum under the reference number MD67.
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Appendix 1 Context List

Context
number

Trench 
number

Finds 
number

Feature 
type

Description Date

L1 All 
trenches

- Paddock 
topsoil

firm moist dark grey/brown silty clay Modern

L2 All 
trenches

- Subsoil firm moist medium grey/brown silt with charcoal 
flecks 

Undated

L3 All 
trenches

- Natural medium grey/brown clay and inclusions of: 
gravel 10% and stone 40% 

Post-glacial

F1 T3 1 Pit firm moist light/medium grey/brown silty clay 
with brick flecks and inclusions of: stone 50%, 
tile/brick 5% and pot 2% 

18th-19th 
century

F2 T1 2 Pit firm moist medium grey/brown silty clay with 
charcoal flecks 

Medieval/ 
post-medieval
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