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Summary

An archaeological evaluation (six trial-trenches) was carried out at Manor House Farm,
Brentwood Road, Bulphan, Upminster, Essex in advance of the construction of storage
units, a stable yard and six residential dwellings. The evaluation uncovered the remains
of a collection of nineteenth-century cow sheds which formerly stood at this site.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the archive report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching at Manor
House Farm, Brentwood Road, Bulphan, Upminster, Essex which was carried out on
25th-26th January 2018. The work was commissioned by Michael Norcross of Smart
Planning Ltd in advance of the construction of storage units, a stable yard and six
residential dwellings and was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS),
Historic Environment Advisor Richard Havis advised that in order to establish the
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National
Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for historic building-
recording, archaeological trial trenching and excavation detailing the required
archaeological work, written by Richard Havis (ECCPS 2015), and a written scheme of
investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS
(CAT 2017).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the Essex Historic Environment
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex.

Map 1 1805 map of East Tilbury,
Essex
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Cartographic evidence shows that the proposed development will impact on historic
farm buildings dating to the post-medieval period associated with Wick House, a house
formerly standing at this site which was extant from at least the early nineteenth
century (see Map 1 above). There is also the potential of encountering remains of a
much earlier farm complex on the site. During the nineteenth century, a complex of cow
sheds was erected on the site (see Map 2 below). According to the present owner of
the property, these cow sheds burnt down during the 1950s, and a new barn was built
in their stead.

\
Tl’J Wik House
“ﬁ --—’J
Map 2 1898 OS map (surveyed 1895), Essex

LXXVI.NW. The cow sheds are indicated by the
blue arrow.

The EHER shows that a World War |l road barrier existed to the north of the site on
Doesgate Lane (EHER 21503) associated with a bombing decoy airfield further to the
east (EHER 16682).

Aim
The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to ascertain the extent of any surviving
archaeological deposits that may exist on site.

Results (Figs 2-3, photographs 1-2)
Six trial-trenches totalling 177m in length were machine excavated under the
supervision of a CAT archaeologist.

Trench 1 (T1): 27m long by 1.8m wide

T1 was excavated through a layer of modern concrete and crush (L5, ¢ 0.19-0.25m
thick) and subsoil (L2, ¢ 0.18-0.21m thick) onto natural (L3, encountered at a depth of ¢
0.39-0.44m bcgl). T1 was excavated within the barn which now stands at this site.

Post-medieval/modern building foundations F1 were uncovered at the eastern end of
the trench. They comprised of a brick structure with concrete flooring and a ceramic
drain pipe. Another modern building foundation, F2, also composed of a brick structure
and concrete flooring, was uncovered at the western end of the trench.

Trench 2 (T2): 30m long by 1.8m wide

T2 was excavated through L5 (¢ 0.17-0.21m thick) and a modern chalk yard surface
(L6, ¢ 0.15-0.22m thick) onto L3. The trench was truncated by modern services and
disturbance in several places. T2 was excavated within the barn which now stands at
this site.
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Modern wall F3 was found towards the northern end of the trench. It was composed of
frogged bricks, indicating that it was constructed around or after the mid nineteenth
century. Modern concrete surface F4, similar to that of F1, was uncovered midway
along the trench. Possibly underlying F4 was F5, a post-medieval/modern gravel
surface consolidated with peg-tiles.

Trench 3 (T3): 30m long by 1.8m wide

T3 was excavated through L5 (¢ 0.3-0.32m thick) and L2 (¢ 0.08-0.14m thick) onto L3.

Post-medieval/modern gravel surface F6, equivalent to F5, was uncovered at the
eastern end of the trench.

Photograph 1 T1 trench shot — Photograph 2 T2 trench shot —

looking west looking north north-east

Trench 4 (T4): 30m long by 1.8m wide

T4 was excavated through modern surface/crush (L1, ¢ 0.16-0.23m thick, friable/firm,
dry/moist sandy-silt and fragmented rubber overlying tarpaulin and crush) through L2 (¢
0.35-0.43m thick) onto L3 (encountered at a depth of 0.58-0.6m bcgl).

No significant archaeological remains were encountered.

Trench 5 (T5): 30m long by 1.8m wide

T5 was excavated through L1 (¢ 0.04-0.09m thick) and buried topsoil (L4, ¢ 0.33-0.44m
thick) onto L3 (encountered at a depth of 0.42-0.48m bcgl).

No significant archaeological remains were encountered.
Trench 6 (T6): 30m long by 1.8m wide
T6 was excavated through L1 and L2 onto L3.

No significant archaeological remains were encountered.
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No archaeological finds were recovered.

Discussion

Archaeological excavations at Manor House Farm uncovered some remains of the cow
sheds attached to the former Wick House indicated in OS mapping of the area
compiled during the 1890s (see Map 2 above). No other remains of archaeological
significance were found.
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wSsi written scheme of investigation
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12 Archive deposition
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Context | Context Description Date
number | type
F1 Building Brick structure with concrete flooring Post-medieval /
foundations modern
F2 Building Brick structure with concrete flooring and Modern
foundations | wooden posts
F3 Wall Constructed from frogged bricks Modern
F4 Concrete Concrete floor surface Modern
surface
F5 Gravel Gravel floor surface Post-medieval /
surface modern
F6 Gravel Gravel floor surface Post-medieval /
surface modern
L1 Modern Friable/firm, dry/moist sandy-silt and Modern
surface / fragmented rubber overlying tarpaulin and
crush crush
L2 Subsoll Firm, medium yellow/grey/brown silty-clay Undatable
with >1% tile fleck inclusions and occasional
stone piece inclusions
L3 Natural Friable/firm, dry/moist medium yellow/grey Post-glacial
clay
L4 Buried Friable dark brown silty-loam with .2% brick | Undatable
topsoil and >2% tile fleck inclusions
L5 Concrete / Modern concrete/crush layer Modern
crush
L6 Yard Chalk surface Modern
surface
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Fig 1 Site location.
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