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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land off Goldlay Gardens, Chelmsford,
Essex.  Despite being located close to a Roman fort no significant archaeological 
horizons were identified with only modern layers, features and finds recorded.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the archive report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching on land off 
Goldlay Gardens, Chelmsford, Essex which was carried out on 15th June 2016.  The 
work was commissioned by ECC Place Services (Richard Havis), on behalf of ECC / 
Lambert Smith-Hampton, and was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust 
(CAT).  The evaluation was carried out in advance of and to support a planning 
application to Chelmsford City Council for the construction of residential housing with 
parking and open spaces.

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Tender for Archaeological 
Evaluation detailing the required archaeological work, written by Richard Havis (ECCPS
2016), and a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in response to 
the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2016).

In addition to the tender and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the 
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices 
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological 
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background utilises the Essex Historic Environment 
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford. 

To the east of the development area lies Roman Chelmsford or Caesaromagus which
was probably established around a fort constructed in the aftermath of the Boudican
revolt  of  60-61 AD.  The civilian  settlement  developed  along the  London-Colchester
Road (Moulsham Street) and a side road to the south-east that led to Heybridge and
Wickford. The town included a mansio (government posting station) and its bath-house,
and a temple precinct. The mansio and bath-house were rebuilt on a larger scale in the
mid-2nd century. In c. 160-75 substantial earthwork defences were constructed around
the town’s core but the southern side of the circuit at least was abandoned by the mid-
3rd century, and settlement continued to extend along the road frontages to the south
and the east. The site lies to the east of the established extent of the Roman town and
outside the later 2nd-century town defences. 

The Historic Environment record shows the presence of the Roman fort immediately to
the west of the development site. There is also the potential for Roman burials as the
sitting of  cemeteries  on the outskirts  of Roman towns was the norm in the Roman
period.

Directly to the north-east of Goldlay Gardens excavations at Lynmouth Gardens (EHER
46252) found evidence of quantities of Roman material  including a cremation along
with a large  pit  containing  waterlogged material  which  included worked leather  and
wood items.  To the SE, evaluation by CAT in 2008 on land to the rear of 2-26 Goldlay
Avenue (CAT Report 458) revealed a small gully, Roman pit and prehistoric pit along
with twelve post-medieval/modern and ten natural features.
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The site itself  was open fields  until  the middle of  the 20th century at which time a
printing works was constructed on the site. This was later  taken over by the library
service of Essex County Council as its base. The site is now unoccupied and protected
by Heras fencing.

For further details of the archaeology of Chelmsford see Medlycott (1999).

4      Results (Figs 2-3)

Three trial-trenches were excavated across the site.  Each trench was 15m long by 
1.8m wide (totalling 81m²) and was dug by machine under archaeological supervision.  
Three layers were identified.  Modern tarmac and crush (L1, c 200-400mm thick) sealed
modern subsoil (L2, c 280-420mm thick) which sealed natural sands and gravels (L3, 
identified at a depth of 600-700mm below current ground level).

Trench 1 (T1)
A modern service was recorded 500mm below ground level running across most of the 
length of the trench.  No significant archaeological horizons were identified.

Trench 2 (T2)  
No significant archaeological features were identified.

Trench 3 (T3)
A V-shaped ditch/gully (F1), aligned NW to SE, was recorded in the centre of the 
trench.  It measured 400mm wide and 250mm deep, and contained fragments of 
modern brick (London Stock bricks, late 19th – early 20th century; not retained).  It was 
located on the same alignment as a modern concrete foundation (3.8m to the south-
west) and the two may have been related.

  
Photograph 1  T1, looking NE
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Photograph 2  T2, looking SE

Photograph 3  T3, looking SW

5      Finds
No archaeological finds were identified.

6      Discussion
Despite being located within an area of high archaeological potential, no significant 
archaeological horizons were identified during the evaluation with only modern layers, 
features and finds recorded.
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9    Abbreviations and glossary
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
context specific location of finds on an archaeological site
ECC Essex County Council
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit of soil 
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
WSI Written Scheme of Investigation

10    Contents of archive
Finds: n/a
Paper and digital record 

          One A4 document wallet containing:
          The report (CAT Report 970)

ECC Evaluation Brief, CAT Written Scheme of Investigation
          Original site record (Feature and layer sheets, Finds record, plans)
          Site digital photos and log, Architectural plans, Attendance register, Risk assessment

11    Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be 
permanently deposited with Chelmsford Museum under accession code CHMRE: 
2016.088.
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Fig 1  Site location.
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Fig 2  Evaluation results.
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