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1 Summary 
An archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching was undertaken at Lambourne House, 
67 North Road, South Ockendon, prior to the construction of four houses, five 
bungalows and associated car parking and gardens. No finds or features of any 
archaeological significance were encountered.  

 

2 Introduction (Fig 1) 
This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching at 
Lambourne House, 67 North Road, South Ockendon, Essex (Fig 1), which was carried 
out during May 2016. The work was commissioned by Mark Breden on behalf of Dream 
Point Homes Ltd in advance of the construction of four houses, five bungalows and 
associated car park and garden space on the site, and was undertaken by Colchester 
Archaeological Trust (CAT).  

  
In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), 
Historic Environment Advisor Richard Havis advised that in order to establish the 
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to 
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with paragraphs 
128, 129 and 132 of the National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012). 
 
All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for archaeological 
evaluation, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Richard Havis 
(ECCPS 2015), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in 
response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2015) 
 
In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the 
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices 
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological 
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).  

 

3 Archaeological background 
The following archaeological background draws on the Essex Historic Environment 
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford.  
 
The proposed development site lies immediately adjacent to an area of known 
archaeological deposits. To the east of the development area aerial photography has 
revealed a sequence of linear features, including a trackway, along with enclosures and 
other discrete features immediately to the north-east (EHER 5100). These deposits 
may well be indicative of prehistoric or later settlement and there is a high potential that 
they extend into the development area.  

  

4 Results (Figs 2 - 3) 
Five trial-trenches were excavated within the development area. No finds or features of 
any archaeological significance were revealed.  
 
Trench 1 was covered by loose tarmac chippings, orange coarse sand and gravel (L1). 
These materials were the bedding for a tennis court and directly overlay the natural 
clays (L4).  
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Plate 1: General shot of Trench 1 

 

 
Plate 2: Stratigraphy of Trench 1 

 
Trenches 2, 3, 4 and 5 had a modern topsoil layer which was mixed with construction 
debris including brick, tile, wood and mortar (L2). In trenches 2 and 3, this topsoil layer 



CAT Report 948: Archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching at 67 North Road, South Ockendon  
– May 2016 

 

3 

covered the trenches to a depth of c 20cm, whereupon the natural clay horizon was 
encountered (L4). In trenches 4 and 5 a soft, sandy clay subsoil layer was encountered 
(L3).  
 

 
Plate 3: General shot of Trench 3 

 
Plate 4: Pit/posthole F1 (located in Trench 5) 
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Trench 5 was the only trench within which any features were revealed. A small pit or 
posthole (F1) was located near the eastern edge of the trench. It was devoid of any 
finds. 
 

 
Plate 5: General site shot 

 

5      Discussion 
No finds or features of archaeological significance were observed during evaluation by 
trial-trenching at the site. Four layers were observed, though were not all present in all 
trial-trenches: trench 1 had a modern tennis court bedding layer (L1) which overlay 
natural clays. Trenches 2 and 3 had a modern topsoil mixed with construction debris 
(L2), which overlay natural clays (L4) . Trenches 4 and 5 had the same upper layer of 
topsoil and construction debris (L2), but here this overlay a sandy clay subsoil (L3) 
before natural clays (L4) were encountered. It is likely that all layers were the result of 
site clearance and levelling prior to the construction of the previous house and tennis 
courts.  
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8      Abbreviations and glossary 
 

CAT  Colchester Archaeological Trust 
context  specific location of finds on an archaeological site 
feature (F)  an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’  
CIfA  Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
ECCPS  Essex County Council Place Services 
layer (L)  distinct or distinguishable deposit of soil   
medieval  period from AD 1066 to Henry VIII 
modern         period from c AD 1800 to the present 
natural          geological deposit undisturbed by human activity 
NGR             National Grid Reference 
post-medieval  from Henry VIII to c AD1800 
prehistoric  pre-Roman  
residual  something out of its original context, e.g. a Roman coin in a modern pit 
section  (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s  
WSI  Written Scheme of Investigation 

 
9      Contents of archive 

 
          Paper and digital record  
          One A4 document wallet containing: 
          The report (CAT Report 948) 

CBCPS Evaluation Brief 
             CAT Written Scheme of Investigation 

          Original site record (Feature and layer sheets, Finds record) 
          Site digital photographic log 
 Attendance register 
          Trench record sheet 
          Finds register 
          Original Plans 
          Risk assessment 

 
 
10    Archive deposition 

The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at 
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be 
permanently deposited with Thurrock Museum under accession code: requested 
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